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BIOGRAPHY

Daniel Keyes is a resident of Southern Florida. Born in New York, he
joined the U.S. Maritime Service at seventeen and went to sea as ship's purser.
After Keyes left the sea, he resumed his studies at Brooklyn College (now CUNY)
where he received his B.A. Degree in psychology. He was subsequently employed
as an associate fiction editor, then left editing to enter the fashion photography
business. Keyes later earned a license to teach English in the New York City
schools and was granted tenure. While teaching days and writing weekends,
Keyes returned to Brooklyn College at night for post- graduate study in English
and American literature. After receiving his M.A. degree, he left New York to
teach creative writing at Wayne State University. He joined the faculty of Ohio
University in 1966, was appointed Professor of English and Creative Writing, and
in 2000 was honored with Professor emeritus status. Brooklyn College awarded

Keyes its 1988, "Distinguished Alumnus Medal of Honor."

Keyes' award-winning first novel Flowers for Algernon has never gone out
of print in hard covers and in paperback. It has been widely translated and is
studied in schools and colleges around the world. In April 1995, Harcourt Brace
re-published it in the Harcourt Brace Modern Classic series. At the same time it
was released by Parrot Audio Books, narrated by Keyes on cassette tapes. Cliff

Robertson won an "Oscar" for his performance in the movie version, "CHARLY."


http://www.danielkeyesauthor.com/algernon.html
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The novel was also adapted as a stage play, and after productions in
France, Poland and in Japan, it was adapted with Japanese background for a
Japanese production, and televised by NHK. Developed as a dramatic musical,
"Charlie and Algernon™ was performed at the Queen's Theater in London's West
End (starring Michael Crawford), at the Terrace and Eisenhower theaters in

Washington, D.C. and at the Helen Hayes on Broadway.

Keyes has published four more novels: The Touch (Harcourt, 1968)
dealing with the human tragedy connected with a radiation accident, and The Fifth
Sally (Houghton Mifflin, 1980), the first novel to deal with the multiple
personality disorder, Until Death..., a novel dealing with a double homicide in
Florida and the issue of competency for execution, which was published in Japan
on February 18, 1998 under the Japanese titleUntil Death Do Us Part: The
Sleeping Princess, and his latest novel, The Asylum Prophecies (Dorchester

Publishing, 2009).

In addition, Keyes has published three nonfiction books: The Minds of
Billy Milligan (Random House, 1981; Bantam 1982 & 1992) -- about the first
person in history to be acquitted of major crimes because he suffers from multiple
personality. It was selected by American Circle, Bertlesmann Book Club, a Main
Selection of the Preferred Choice Bookplan, and an Alternate of the Book-of-the-
Month Club. It won Germany's Kurd Lasswitz Award for "Best Book by a
Foreign Author" and was nominated for the "Edgar Award" by the Mystery

Writers of America. The Milligan Wars: A True-Story Sequel, (already published


http://www.danielkeyesauthor.com/touch.html
http://www.danielkeyesauthor.com/sally.html
http://www.danielkeyesauthor.com/sally.html
http://www.danielkeyesauthor.com/www.danielkeyesauthor.com/asylum.html
http://www.danielkeyesauthor.com/milligan.html
http://www.danielkeyesauthor.com/milligan.html
http://www.danielkeyesauthor.com/faq.html#bfaq
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in Japan in 1994, where both books were highly acclaimed million-copy best
sellers), will be issued in the US by Bantam Books, in both hardcover and
paperback editions, during the theatrical release of the movie version of The
Minds of Billy Milligan which has been bought by Warners for a movie entitled
"The Crowded Room." In Unveiling Claudia, (Bantam, 1986, 1987), Keyes solves
the mystery behind a woman's knowledge and false confession to three of the ten

"22-Caliber Murders."

In his memoir, Algernon, Charlie and I: A Writer's Journey Daniel Keyes
retraces his steps through the life experiences and events that led to his creation
of Flowers for Algernon. February of 2000 saw not only the publication
of Algernon, Charlie and I, but also the airing of a new, made for TV movie
adaptation of Flowers for Algernon on CBS-TV starring Matthew Modine and

Kelli Williams.

Keyes has done four book tours (including one in Tokyo) and has
appeared on "The Today Show," "Regis and Kathy," *20/20," "Sonya," and "Larry
King Live" (twice), and has lectured at more than sixty universities across the
country. For a schedule of his appearances check the "Appearances and Book
Signings"page. He is represented by Mel Berger at the William Morris Agency in

New York.


http://www.danielkeyesauthor.com/claudia.html
http://www.danielkeyesauthor.com/aci.html
http://www.danielkeyesauthor.com/appear.html
http://www.danielkeyesauthor.com/appear.html
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SYNOPSYS
Charlie Gordon, a mentally retarded thirty-two-year-old man, is chosen by
a team of scientists to undergo an experimental surgery designed to boost his
intelligence. Alice Kinnian, Charlie’s teacher at the Beekman College Center for
Retarded Adults, has recommended Charlie for the experiment because of his
exceptional eagerness to learn. The directors of the experiment, Dr. Strauss and
Professor Nemur, ask Charlie to keep a journal. The entire narrative of Flowers

for Algernon is composed of the “progress reports” that Charlie writes.

Charlie works at Donner’s Bakery in New York City as a janitor and
delivery boy. The other employees often taunt him and pick on him, but Charlie is
unable to understand that he is the subject of mockery. He believes that his
coworkers are good friends. After a battery of tests—including a maze-solving
competition with a mouse named Algernon, who has already had the experimental
surgery performed on him—Charlie undergoes the operation. He is initially
disappointed that there is no immediate change in his intellect, but with work and
help from Alice, he gradually improves his spelling and grammar. Charlie begins
to read adult books, slowly at first, then voraciously, filling his brain with
knowledge from many academic fields. He shocks the workers at the bakery by
inventing a process designed to improve productivity. Charlie also begins to
recover lost memories of his childhood, most of which involve his mother, Rose,
who resented and often brutally punished Charlie for not being normal like other

children.
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As Charlie becomes more intelligent, he realizes that he is deeply attracted
to Alice. She insists on keeping their relationship professional, but it is obvious
that she shares Charlie’s attraction. When Charlie discovers that one of the bakery
employees is stealing from Mr. Donner, he is uncertain what to do until Alice tells
him to trust his heart. Delighted by the realization that he is capable of solving
moral dilemmas on his own, Charlie confronts the worker and forces him to stop
cheating Donner. Not long afterward, Charlie is let go from the bakery because
the other workers are disturbed by the sudden change in him, and because Donner
can see that Charlie no longer needs his charity. Charlie grows closer to Alice,
though whenever the mood becomes too intimate, he experiences a sensation of
panic and feels as if his old disabled self is watching him. Charlie recovers
memories of his mother beating him for the slightest sexual impulses, and he
realizes that this past trauma is likely responsible for his inability to make love to

Alice.

Dr. Strauss and Professor Nemur take Charlie and Algernon to a scientific
convention in Chicago, where they are the star exhibits. Charlie has become
frustrated by Nemur’s refusal to recognize his humanity. He feels that Nemur
treats him like just another lab animal, even though it is disturbingly clear that
Charlie’s scientific knowledge has advanced beyond Nemur’s. Charlie wreaks
havoc at the convention by freeing Algernon from his cage while they are onstage.
Charlie flees back to New York with Algernon and gets his own apartment, where

the scientists cannot find him. He realizes that Nemur’s hypothesis contains an
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error and that there is a possibility that his intelligence gain will only be

temporary.

Charlie meets his neighbor, an attractive, free-spirited artist named Fay
Lillman. Charlie does not tell Fay about his past, and he is able to consummate a
sexual relationship with her. The foundation that has funded the experiment gives
Charlie dispensation to do his own research, so he returns to the lab. However, his

commitment to his work begins to consume him, and he drifts away from Fay.

Algernon’s intelligence begins to slip, and his behavior becomes erratic.
Charlie worries that whatever happens to Algernon will soon happen to him as
well. Algernon eventually dies. Fearing a regression to his previous level of
intelligence, Charlie visits his mother and sister in order to try to come to terms
with his past. He finds the experience moving, thrilling, and devastating. Charlie’s
mother, now a demented old woman, expresses pride in his accomplishments, and
his sister is overjoyed to see him. However, Rose suddenly slips into a delusional
flashback and attacks Charlie with a butcher knife. He leaves sobbing, but he feels
that he has finally overcome his painful background and become a fully developed

individual.

Charlie succeeds in finding the error in Nemur’s hypothesis, scientifically
proving that a flaw in the operation will cause his intelligence to vanish as quickly
as it has come. Charlie calls this phenomenon the “Algernon-Gordon Effect.” As
he passes through a stage of average intelligence on his way back to retardation,

Charlie enjoys a brief, passionate relationship with Alice, but he sends her away
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as he senses the return of his old self. When Charlie’s regression is complete, he
briefly returns to his old job at the bakery, where his coworkers welcome him

back with kindness.

Charlie forgets that he is no longer enrolled in Alice’s night-school class
for retarded adults, and he upsets her by showing up. In fact, Charlie has forgotten
their entire romantic relationship. Having decided to remove himself from the
people who have known him and now feel sorry for him, he checks himself into a
home for disabled adults. His last request is for the reader of his manuscript to

leave fresh flowers on Algernon’s grave.



