Aini |9

CHAPTERII

LITERATURE REVIEW

A. Theoretical Framework
1. Existentiaism

According to Jean Paul Sartre in Existentialismis a Humanism book,
existentialism is a philosophical theory or approach, which declares that human
lifeis possible, which has correlate that an environment is as implementation of
every truth and every action of human subjectivity (18). Subjectivity means
something that is based on personal opinions and feelings of man (23). As his
explanation, that man truly exist, they plan and create their own future in which
for reaching it, they do something consciously (23).Then, it can be said that
existentialism is a philosophy that concerns on the existence of human, finding
self and the meaning of life through free will, choice, and responsibility. It means
that in trying to find out whom and what they are during life, aman will decide
choice according to their own beliefs, feelings, opinions, and experiences without
considering an objective form of truth (allaboutphilosophy.org). However, every
personal choices or decisions always have a consequence. Therefore, the
existentialist believes that they should be responsible for every choices or
decisions that have been taken.

Sartre believes the idea that “existence precedes essence”. He interprets that
at the beginning, man exists; he materializes in the world, realizes himself, and

then tries to define himself. The existentialist think that man begins with belief
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that man is nothing. Then, he will not be anything until he makes of himself as he
wants to be. The point is that man should create his own meaning; put his own
value for the actions that he has already taken asindividual freedom that they
have (22).

He affirms his thinking that man is free; man is freedom because man is
“left alone and without excuse.” He gives the explanation that “man is
condemned to be free”. It means that indeed, man is not created by themselves.
Y et, man is free doing whatever they want to do with responsibility to accept the
consequence for everything they do (29). In summary entitled Aspects of Western
Philosophy, Nellickappily writes that Sartre believes that humans are completely
free asthere is no God who has given human any fixed essence. Hence, human
have to create their own essence (7). Those thoughts are as the meaning of being

of man.

1.1. The elements of being man

Nellickappily writes in hiswritings Aspect of Western Philosophy, Jean
Paul Sartre’s Concept of Human Existence, Chapter 38 that based on Sartre “the
being of man isnot just a being-in-itself” but also “a being-for-itself” and “being-
for-others”. He summarizes elements of being based on Sartre, whom introduces
three constituents of being: being-in-itself, being-for-itself, and being-for-others.

a. Being-in-itself
Being-in-itself is meant as the object that the originally the things itself.

There is no consciousness and values of these objects. It isidentified by fact and
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essence, which is referred to the being of every object, moreover others than

human. Sartre maintains that “an object is no more than what it isin itself (2).”

b. Being-for-itself
Being-for-itself refers to man’s consciousness of their existence. They are
aware of themselves. It is thing that make a man put at the principle of
subjectivity or awareness, which refers to the being individuals and their
existence. It is meant that man identifies their own essence and interprets a

meaning through the choices that they have already taken (2).

c. Being-for-others

Being-for-others refers to the contexts where as a human, substantively is
socia creature, in which he and others men meet each others. When it happens, it
isrealized that man is not an ordinary object but a subject that has consciousness
because they might give areaction of it. Sartre says the existence is the basis of
relationship between man and other man, which is called as essence of man. Itis
different when it happen with others object, except man. As mentioned before that
man is as subject. Thus, automatically, we aso encounter others subjectivity. It
might be became as a threat to others subjectivity because it may create
possibility man is able to be an object of subjectivity from the other awareness,
like a consciousness of man whom fill ashamed (5).

Therefore, following Sartre statements that the being of man cannot be

separated from those three things, which naturally arein man itself. As
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Nellickappilly affirms about Sartre’s opinion that even, the existence of manis
signed as afact, but it does not effect on freedom of man of taking a choose (2).
Asdiscussed above, Sartre notes that existentialism talks about human
existence in which man has a freedom to choose whatever they want, become
whatever they want to be. Certainly, it cannot be avoid that there must be effect
for every choice that they take in which in this condition; man should be
responsible for it. However, it also may bring influence to others men whom
possibly react for our existence. Thus, in this case, it isjust certain principle that

isexplained here: choice, freedom, and responsibility.

1. Choice
Choiceis athing that man should choose, whatever it is because man isthe
one who determines their own future, including what they want to be. As Sartre
states Existentialismis a Humanism that man will always choose. Even, they
seem to not choose, that still constitutes a choice (44). It isindicated that man
cannot avoid a choice. It refersto human existence as being-for-itself in which
they are the one who makes themselves by taking a choice. It relates with Sartre’s

statement that “man makes himself” (46).

2. Freedom
It related with the previous principle that man is free to take choicein life.
As Sartre states that man isin situation as one of free choice (47). It refersto

Sartre beliefs that man is as subjectivism, which means that man does not only as
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an object like other objects but they become as individual subject, who have
freedom to chose what they will be (23). He affirms that freedom isrelated to

truly human life (Nelickappily 5).

3. Responsibility

Thisis aconsequence that is allocated to man for freedom in taking a
choicein their life. Whatever it is, every choice has a consequence in which they
have to be responsible for it. According to Sartre that man is responsible for what
heis. In existentialism, he wants to make every man aware of what he is and
responsible for his own existence. They are not only responsible for themselves
but also for all men (23). It makes a possibility for the existence of anguish,
forlornness, and despair in human as a consequence of human that creates their
own value and their own world. Therefore, freedom is not pleasant gift, but it felt

as a condemnation (Nellickappily 7).

2. New Criticism
New Criticism is the one of theories that is used for analyzing literary work.
In analyzing, they leave reference to the biography, temperament of the author,
socia conditions at the time of its production, or its psychological and moral
effects on the reader (Abram 181). The point of thistheory is that the analysis will
only focus on the text itself. As Tyson saysin his book, Critical Theory Today, A
User Friendly Guide that New Criticism only concerns “the nature and

importance of textual evidence; the use of concrete and specific examples from
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the text itself to validate our interpretations.” (135). Considering, that sure
knowledge of the author’s intended meaning is usually unavailable and also,
sometimes, a literary text does not live up to the author’s intention or sometimes,
what it is meant by the text, text” meaning is totally different from what it is
meant by the author meaning (136). Thus, it is possible that any reader may or
may not give aresponse to what is actually contained by the text itself because
past experience or background of the readersis possibly different with other
readers (137). Tyson toughen his argument that New Criticism focuses on the
“individual literary work” which separate it from “other literature and from
cultural productions,” which definitely needs “close reading’, an only way for
support for interpreting the literary (Tyson 135).1t isintroduced by New Critics
that means examine carefully or read closely (Tyson 137). It is needed because
New Critics argue that al the information and fact are offered by the language of
the text itself: its plot, metaphors, point of view, setting, images, symbol,

characterization, etc (Tyson 137).

2.1. Character
Character also plays an important role in the story. Abram wrote that the
people presented in adramatic or narrative work, who are followed by particular
moral, intellectual, and emotional qualities that is seem from the dialogue and
what they do (33). He adds in his book, Glossary of Literary, an E. M. Foster’s
statement that two types of character possibly occur in literary, flat and round

characters. A flat character means “a single idea or quality”, which is introduced



Aini |15

“without much individualizing detail”, which is commonly portrayed in phrase or
sentence while, around character is complicated depiction. It represents
uniqueness which is hard to be recognized because it is most like real people that
may experience “a radical change, either through a gradual process of
development or as the result of a crisis” and usually adequately to surprise the

reader (Abram 33).

2.1.1. Types of character in literature
There are some kinds of types of characters that are used by the authorsin
conveying their works, including short story, drama, and novel. First, characters
categorized as magjor and minor. Then, second, characters categorized as static

and dynamic (Azizah 11).

a. Major character

It isakind of central character that is very influential. It isimportant
because it has some major effectsin aliterature or fiction. It playsroleasa
development and resolution of the story’s conflict. Most of the action of story
happens around the mgjor characters, which is usually played role by the
protagonist and the antagonist. The protagonist is vital character that is aways
faced with the conflict that must be resolved. Mostly, they have to deal with the
antagonist, who creates a trouble and become an obstacle that the protagoni st
must overcome. The antagonist itself is the person who is preventing the

protagonist from getting what he wants or needs (Wiehardt).
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b. Minor character

It isakind of supporting character is used to complement major character.
Generally, minor character plays fewer roles than major character. Therefore, the
reader usually does not care too much about him because even, he may be going
to be remembered but, he is not really expected to continue playing role in the

story (Card).

c. Dynamic character

It isakind of characters that changes during the course of astory. The
change can happen in some case, such as appearance, behavior, personality,
attitude, even intention. Thus, sometimes, they are called as adeveloping
character (Ervin). Usualy, it happens after resolving central conflict of facing a

major crisis.

d. Static character
It iskind of character that does not change over the course of short story or
novel. Thereis no transformation or devel opment that happens to this character.

Typicaly, the type of the character is called asflat character (Bernado).
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2.2. Characterization

It can be meant as the process of an author in describing or showing the
character in their literary work as Abram says, it is caled as “methods for
characterizing” (33).There are two different methods for characterizing the person
in narrative, showing and telling. In showing called “the dramatic method’, the
author presents the character talking and acting and let the reader to infer the
motives and disposition that lie behind what they say and do by themselves,
which is possible followed by character’s inner thoughts, feelings, and
responsiveness to events. Whereas, in telling, the author involves authoritatively
to describe and to evaluate the motives and dispositional qualities of the

characters (Abram 33).

2.2.1. Aspectsto find character
Then, in showing charactersin fiction, author presents some aspects, which

are used as tool to find character (Robinson 4).

a.  What the character says
By looking at what the character says, the character possibly can be
analyzed. It is possible by considering the character’s choice of word, syntax,

even tone and diction when they speak (Turner).
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b. What the character thinks
By knowing the inside of character’s head, hisinner thoughts, the character can
be found. Mostly, the author reveals character’s thoughts and feelingsin their

work including short story, dramaor novel.

c. What the character does

The character can be identified by considering what the character does, how
the character behaves, and how they face a certain situation and feel about what is
happening to him/her in the story. Through those activities, the character possibly
tells the reader about him/her because the author might present the personality of

character through describing his’her manner.

d. How the character reacts to other characters
In order to find the character, the reader can analyze the reaction by looking
closely at how the character react and treat to other characters. Reactions can be

said as the verbal response and physical or emotional treatment (Turner).

e. How other characters react to the character
The way of other characters react and treat to the character can be used to
anayze the character. The personality of character can be known through the

other characters’ feel or behave to the character.
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f.  What other characters say about the character
The character can be found through what other characters say about the
character. It can be kind of other characters’ response, opinion and thought

toward character’s personality.

g. What the character looks like
It iskind of physical description. Mostly, the author describe the character
in astory through their look, personal appearance, such his skin color, eye color,

face shape, hair, weight, height, etc.

h. The setting in which the character found

The setting of a story also plays aroleto identify the personality of the
character. It is possible because the setting may bring a great influence to the
character. The setting of astory is the place where the story is taking place which

can influence the way a character develops.

B. Related Review
In this study, the writer has found some studies using Existentialism as the
theory for analyzing. The undergraduate thesis entitled ‘Rosa’s Search for Truth
in Susanna Tamaro’s Answer Me’ that is written by Irene Nany Kusmawardani
also uses Existentialism as a theory to analyze Rosa’s searching as the character
for love leads her to the ultimate question in life, which is about her existencein

the world, towards its relation with God’s existence. However, Existentialism
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used is suggested by Sagren Kierkegaard, which is different with this study that is
used Jean Paul Sartre’s Existentialism.

Then, it is found others study ‘The Existentialism Concept of Death in the
Main Character in Hemingway’s The Sun Also Rise, which iswritten by Trisye
Anita Rumba that also uses the similar theory as this study, which is Sartre’s
Existentialism. Y et, the difference is the focus. The anaysis tells about concept of
death of existentialism. Another study written by Agista Nidya Wardani entitled
Five Facticities of Existentialism as Represented in Jean-Paul Sartre’s Nausea
also uses Sartre’s Existentialism theory. Y et, in the study, the writer observe her
analysis through five facticities of Existentialism, whereabouts, the past, objects
around, others with their own existence, and death, whereas, this study talks about
human existence, freedom, choice, and responsibility of human. Moreover, this

anaysisis different in the object analyzed.



