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CHAPTER 1 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 

This section included background of study, statement the problem, objective of the 

study, significant of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of key term. Each of 

the items is discussion clearly as follow: 

 
1.1 Background of study 

 
According to Wardaugh, sociolinguistics is the study of the effect of any and all 

aspect society, including cultural norm, expectation, and context on the way 

language is used, and the effect of language use on society. Sociolinguistics differs 

from sociology of language in that focus of sociology of language. the focus of 

sociology of language is the effect of language on society, while sociolinguistics 

focuses on society effect on language. Sociolinguistics overlaps to a considerable 

degree with pragmatics. It also studies how language varieties differ between group 

separated by certain social variable( ex. Ethnicity, religion, status, gender, level of 

education, age,etc). 
 

Sociolinguistic investigate the relationship between language and society with 

the goal of a better understanding of the structure of language function. It means that 

in sociolinguistic people learn about the way of social structure influence how 

people talk and how language varieties and pattern of use correlate with social 

attributes such as class, sex and age. And next statement by Janet Holmes ( 1992) 

sociolinguistic is the study of relationship language and society. 
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In social relationship, language is used by someone to represent who they are, it 

relates with strong identity of a certain social group and it is represent by slang. 

In this study the writer concert about slang word. Definition of slang word is 

the use of informal word that are not considered standard in the speaker dialect or 

language. Slang is often to be found in areas of the lexicon that refer to thing 

considered taboo. 

Most of slang word in England were derived from criminal lingo. Slang word 

founded in informal situation that used with friend. Slang word gives expression 

have come and gone ever the year 

Slang indicates non-standard language, most of people often use slang on 

certain in occasion. Word or phrases slang usually found because of habits or ideas 

that appear in society. The using of slang usually in society as if a mode, slang 

appears and mostly people choose to use it, and usually it can be found everywhere. 

Generally, most of countries have their own slang term in their language. For 

instance, in Indonesia slang can be founded in daily conversation and most of 

teenagers use it. Slang word is often used by every people. Slang something become 

inspiration for musician. The most of musician who write their song use slang word. 

The are many kind of music such as : pop , rock , rap, melodic and jazz. In this 

research, I analysis about slang word in song lyric by Bruno mars. Slang word in 

Bruno mars song use informal language. Slang word in music does not use in 

difficult vocabularies. 
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By looking at the slang word lyric above, some people who use English as a 

second of a foreign language usually get confused to have the specific meaning in 

lyric of song. Because part of slang in the song it’s vocabulary not found in the 

dictionary, so usually make people difficult to arrange the meaning of song. From 

here the slang is very important to understand in song when someone reads lyric of 

song. Firstly, to understand related the meaning the reader must be known all of 

vocabulary and variation of language used in song. So if the reader understand the 

means of song, they can find the meaning of Bruno mars song lyric. 

The are many slang word used in song lyric, especially lyric of song by Bruno 

mars. Bruno mars is American singer, songwriter, multi-instrument, record 

producer, and choreographer. Bruno mars born and raised in Honolulu, Hawaii, by a 

family musician. Mars began making music at young age and performed in venues 

musician in his hometown. Mars began composing songs for other artist since the 

Motown stint. 

Mars, in 2009, co-founded the production team the smezingtons, which helped 

him becoming recognized as a solo artist, responsible for the song ’’ nothin’ on 

you’’ by B.O.B and billionaire. Mars has landed five number-one single on 

billboard hot 100 since his career launched in 2010, faster than any male singer 

since Elvis Presley. 
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Bruno Mars has received many award and nomination, including for Grammy 

Award and was named one time’s 100 most influential people in the world in 2011. 

In December 2013, he ranked number one on the forbes 30 under 30 in 2011. Mars 

is known for his stage performance and retro showmanship. 

He is accompanied by his band, the hooligans, which beside playing variety 

and also serve as dancer and background singer. On stage, mars is able to sing, 

dance and play a wide range of musical style 

At the slang word lyric above, some people who use English of a foreign 

language usually get con fused to have the specific meaning in lyric of song. 

Because part of slang in the song its vocabulary not found in the dictionary. From 

here the slang is very important to understand in song when someone read the lyric 

of song, and to understand related the meaning the reader must be known all of 

vocabulary and variation of language used in song. 

Slang in song lyric is also form of communication. Through a song, the singer can 

deliver the message to the listener. Some example of slang found in song lyric are 

Ain’t ( aim not). Is not, are not and do not , Y’all ( you all ), Nigga (a black person ), 

I’ma ( I’am like). 

By the example above, the writer can see that some slang term in the lyric of 

song can be understood easily and directly, but some of them cannot, therefore, it is 

needed a slang dictionary or other reference to look up the right meaning of the 

slang term. 
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1.2 Statement of the problems 
 
 

From the statement background of study above the writer formulate the two 

research questions: 

1.2.1 What is the type of slang words used by Bruno mars’s in lyric ?  
 

1.2.2 What is dominant slang words found in Bruno mars’s in lyric ?  
 
 

1.3 The Objective of the purpose  
 
 

In this research limits discussion by focusing on : 
 
 

1.3.1 To find out the type of slang words used Bruno mars’s in lyric ?  
 
 

1.3.2 To identity the dominant slang word found in Bruno mars’s in lyric?  
 
 

1.4 Significant of the study  
 
 

The writer hopes that this research is able to enrich the writers in 

comprehending about slang. Beside that, to understand the dominant slang word 

that used by Bruno mars lyric of song. 

 
The research hopefully has some benefit for all students, especially at 

English letters department student. Also in this research, the student are able to 

apply their knowledge and comprehend slang word in appropriate daily 

conversation, especially in informal situation. 
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1.5 Scope and Limitation 
 
 

This research is directed to analyze slang used by Bruno mars in his 

lyrics of song. One song to another lyric of Bruno mars has different meaning 

each other, and the song lyrics can be validity interpreted in different ways by 

different reader. The are 36 song, but the writer analyze Bruno mars in lyrics 15 

song. they are grenade, the lazy song, just the way you are, marry you , runaway 

baby, talking to the moon, count on me, the other side, liquor store blues 

 
1.6 Definition of key terms 

 
 

To make the reader understand the term used in this study easily, the writer 

would like to present several definition of the key terms as follow: 

 
A. Slang Words : slang words is the use of informal word that are not 

considered standard in the speaker dialect or language. Slang is often to be 

found in areas of the lexicon that refer to thing considered taboo.  

 
B. Bruno Mars : Bruno Mars is American singer, songwriter, multi-instrument, 

record producer, and choreographer. Bruno mars born and raised in Honolulu, 

Hawaii, by a family musician. Mars began making music at young age and 

performed in venues musician in his hometown. Mars has landed five number-

one single on billboard hot 100 since his career launched in 2010, faster than any 

male singer since Elvis Presley.  

 
C. Song : A piece of music usually employing a verbal text, composed for the 

voiced especially one intended for performance by soloist.  
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D. Lyrics : lyric is song written for musical accompaniment by lyric . A lyric is 

stanzanic. Now, in general lyric refers to the words of song designed a short 

poems which is used to express the writer ‘s feeling expression. 
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