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CHAPTER II

LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter presents several theories related to this research. Those are

definition of pragmatics, definition of deixis, types of deixis which consist of five

kinds, as follows person deixis, time deixis, person deixis, discourse deixis and social

deixis, and related studies to support the analysis.

2.1 Theoretical Framework

2.1.1 Pragmatics

Pragmatics is a study about meaning of utterances that uttered by the speaker

and interpreted by the listener. It means that pragmatics concerns with how the

listener concludes or interprets what the meaning of utterance that uttered by the

speaker. Hansen and Visconti (2009:5) stated pragmatic concerned with the

redefinitions of the respective roles of speaker or writers and addressee or readers in

the process of innovation. When the speaker says something, it is important to the

listener to know what the speakers meant by the utterance. Because there is some

interpretation by the listeners or readers and it needs to be understood what the

speaker means exactly.

Pragmatics studies about intended meaning of the utterances which is not

obviously spoken. Pragmatics focuses on utterance meanings which are used in

communication between a speaker and a hearer. The speaker suggests a meaning, and
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the listener assumes the correct intention. In addition, Crystal (1997:301) said that

pragmatics is the study of language from the point of view of users, especially of the

choices they make, the constraints they encounter in using language in social

interaction and the effects their use of language has on other participants in the act of

communication. It also can be defined as the study of how utterances have meaning in

certain situations in communication.

From the explanation above, pragmatics can be defined as the study of

meaning that concerns to interpret the meaning of someone’s utterance in order to

understand the intended meaning of it. In everyday language, the meanings of words

and phrases are usually not directly spoken. In certain situation, words can have a

certain meaning which is quite different with another situation. Pragmatics studies

how words can be interpreted in different ways based on the situation.

2.1.2 Deixis

The word deixis is derived from the Greek word “Deicticos” means to point

or to indicate. The means of pointing and indicating has close relation with how

words put into the context. It is often and best described as “verbal pointing”, that is

to say pointing by means of language. Deixis is used to refer to elements in language

that referred directly to the situation. According to Levinson (1983:54), deixis

concerns the ways in which language encode or grammatical features of the context

of utterance or speech event. It also concerns the way in which interpretation of

utterance depends on the analysis of that context of utterance. It relates to utterance of
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word, phrase or sentence which point who is speaking, the time or place of speaking,

the gesture of the speaker, or the current location in the discourse.

The function of deixis is to point or indicate something, identification of

person, objects, events, processes, etc. Richards (2010:75) stated that deixis is a term

for a word or phrase which directly relates an utterance to a time, place, or person. It

is also related to the use of certain referring device, such as demonstratives. For

example, this book, that woman, these fruits, etc. Fromkin (1998: 199) added that in

all languages there are many words and expressions whose reference relies entirely

on the situational context of the utterance and can only be understood in light of these

circumstances. This aspect of pragmatics is called deixis. From the explanation above,

the researcher concludes that deixis refers to the phenomenon where in understanding

the meaning of certain words and phrases in an utterance requires contextual

information.

Examples of deixis:

a) I am very happy

b) I found this in the house

In the first utterance (a), the word “I” refers to the person who uttering the

sentence. In example (b), there are two deixis in one utterance. The first word “I” is

used to refer to the speaker who utters it and the second word “this” refer to a certain

thing that has found by the speaker who utters it.



 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

11

2.1.3 Types of Deixis

There are several opinions about types of deixis based on linguist. In this

research, the discussion is focused only on five types of deixis by Stephen Levinson

(1983), include:

1. Person Deixis

Levinson (1983:62) stated that person deixis concerns with the

encoding of the role of participants in the speech event in which the

utterance in question is delivered. Yule (1996:9-10) described that person

deixis involves the speaker and the addressee and operates in a basic three-

part division they are:

a. First Person (I)

First person deixis is a reference that refers to the speaker or both

speaker and referent grouped with the speaker which is expressed in

singular pronouns (I, me, myself, mine) and plural pronouns (we, us,

ourselves, our, ours). The singular pronoun is represented to the

person or speaker in speech event. Meanwhile, the plural pronoun is

represented to a group of speaker or more people in speech event.

Example: I am sitting in the living room

The use of word “I” is the first person and as a person who uttering

the sentence. It can be said that the word “I” is to point the writer

herself in the sentence.
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b. Second Person (You)

The second person deixis is a deictic reference to a person or

persons identified as addressee, such as you, yourself, yourselves,

your, yours. In other word, second person deixis is a person who

takes direct contact with the first person and being a listener.

Example: You love me everyday

The use of word “you” is the second person and person who take

direct contact with the first person or person whom the first person

talk with.

c. Third Person (He, She, It)

Third person deixis is deictic reference to a referent not identified as

the speaker or addressee in the speech event. It also can be singular

or plural. The example of singular pronoun such as he, his, himself,

she, her, herself. Whereas for plural pronoun such as they, them,

themselves. The pronoun he/she can be indicated as gender

distinction in which He represents as male while pronoun She

represents as female.

Example: He comes from England.

The use of word “He” is the third person and as a person who is

being talked by first person and second person.

Renkema (2004:122) added that person deixis is realized with

personal pronouns. The speaker as the first person (I) direct the utterance to
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the listener as second person (You), and could be talking about a third

person (He, She, and It). In other words, person deixis is described as

expression in which to refer to person who the speakers intend to refer.

2. Place Deixis

Levinson (1983:79) stated that place or space deixis concerns with

the specification of locations in the speech event and typically the speaker,

and there are two basic ways of referring objects by describing or naming

them on the one hand and by locating them on the other.

Example: Fina was born in Surabaya. She lived there for 10 years.

The underlined word of sentence above is place deixis in which explains the

specific space of the speech event happen.

Renkema (2004:123) added that in place deixis a speaker can refer

to something that is in the vicinity or further away: this, these as opposed to

that, those. Place deixis also can be realized not only by the use of

demonstrative pronouns, but also by the use of adverbs of place: here,

there.

3. Time Deixis

Time deixis is also called as temporal deixis. Renkema (2004:123)

stated that time deixis is a reference to time relative to a temporal reference

point and it is typically the moment of utterance. While, Grundy (2000:31-
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32) stated another important time deixis is tense system. In fact, almost

every sentence makes reference to an event time. Often this event time can

only be determined in relation to the time of the utterance. Moreover, Yule

(1996:14-15) said that the basic type of temporal deixis in English is in the

choice of verb tense.

Example: Today is my birthday

The underlined word of the example above is the time deixis. It is

shown the special time of the speech event happens. In other words, time

deixis is an expression in relation to point to certain period when the

utterances produced by the speaker.

4. Discourse Deixis

According to Levinson (1983:85), Discourse deixis deals with the

orientation in the text through the writer or the speaker, the relation of the

text passages to the current utterance. In other words, discourse deixis is an

expression used to refer to certain discourse that contain the utterance or as

a signal and its relation to surrounding text.

Example: I buy a new book. This is the expensive one.

From that example, the word “this” refers to specific one. It refers to

the book in which the cost is expensive.
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5. Social deixis

Levinson (1983:90) stated that social deixis concerns with the

aspects of sentences which reflect or establish or determined by certain

realities of participants or the social situation in which the speech event

occurs. Social deixis does not deal with three main components (person,

place and time) of the coordinate system of subjective orientation, but they

show how different social rankings and the participants of communication

utter relationships within society via language.

According to Levinson (1983: 90-91) the relational social deixis is

manifested through this certain relationship:

1. Speaker and referent (addressee honorifics by referring him)

2. Speaker and addressee (addressee honorifics without referring him)

3. Speaker and bystander (bystander of audience honorifics)

4. Speaker and setting (formality level or social activity)

He also adds that there are two basic kinds of social deictic

expression that can be encoded in language around the world, they are

relational and absolute.

a. Relational social deixis is a deictic reference to some social

characteristic of referent apart from any relative ranking of referents

deictic reference to a social relationship between the speaker and

addressee. For example: my husband, teacher, etc.
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b. Absolute social deixis is a deictic reference usually expressed in

certain forms of address which will include no comparison of the

ranking of the speaker and addressee. For example: your honoured, Mr.

President, etc.

2.1.4 Twitter

Twitter is an online social networking service that enables users to send and

read short 140-character messages called "tweets". Registered users can read and post

tweets, but those who are unregistered can only read them. Users access Twitter

through the website, SMS or mobile device application. It was created in March 2006

by Jack Dorsey, Evan Williams, Biz Stone, and Noah Glass and launched in July

2006. The service rapidly gained worldwide popularity, with more than 100 million

users posting 340 million tweets a day in 2012. As of March 2016, Twitter has more

than 310 million monthly active users.

The posts on twitter called tweets. Tweets are publicly visible by default, but

senders can restrict message delivery to just their followers. Users can tweet via the

Twitter website, compatible external applications (such as for smartphones), or

by Short Message Service (SMS) available in certain countries. Users may subscribe

to other users' tweets. This is known as "following" and subscribers are known as

"followers" or "tweeps", a portmanteau of Twitter and peeps. Individual tweets can be

forwarded by other users to their own feed, a process known as a "retweet". Users can

also "like" (formerly "favorite") individual tweets.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Dorsey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evan_Williams_(Internet_entrepreneur)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biz_Stone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noah_Glass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smartphone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Short_Message_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Like_button
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Users can group posts together by topic or type by use of hashtags. It is words

or phrases prefixed with a "#" sign. Similarly, the "@" sign followed by a username

is used for mentioning or replying to other users. To repost a message from another

Twitter user and share it with one's own followers, a user can click the retweet button

within the Tweet. In late 2009, the "Twitter Lists" feature was added, making it

possible for users to follow ad hoc lists of authors instead of individual authors.

Users sometimes post live-tweets on twitter. It is is defined as posting on

Twitter during an event in an ongoing way. For example, an actor live-tweeting about

what they see at the Academy Awards. Live-tweets can be a trending topic on twitter

when the users use hashtag in posting their live-tweets. Trending topics become

popular either through a concerted effort by users, or because of an event that

prompts people to talk about a specific topic. These topics help twitter and their users

to understand what is happening in the world and what people's opinions are about it.

2.2 Review of the Related Studies

The study of deixis has done several times before. There are many researchers

did this research on the same field, yet they had different subjects and different or

similar theories. The study of deixis was conducted by Yuliawati (2009). The purpose

of her study was to identify the deixis in poems. She found seven kinds of deixis by

William Wordsworth poems include 14 person deixis, 2 time deixis, 3 place deixis, 7

social deixis, 2 discourse deixis, 0 gestural deixis and 0 symbolic deixis. She found

that deixis often used in poems to make the lyrics more beautiful. Hayati (2016) in
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“The Little Mermaid’ Fairy Tale of Disney’s Princess Treasury Book” found that

there are also five types of deixis. Person deixis are dominant appear with 55,1 % of

the whole data.

Afiyah (2014) found five types of deixis in Ernest Hemmingway’s A Farewell

to Arms. The mostly type that appears in the novel is person deixis. Ali (2012) also

has done a research about deixis and found that there are three types of personal

deixis, they are first personal deixis, second personal deixis and third personal deixis.

Meanwhile, Zulkarnaen (2014) found 87 deictic expressions in Editor’s Choice of the

Jakarta Post Online Edition. His study was conducted to find out deixis types

contained in sentences of the article and interpretations of deixis in sentences of the

article. Siswanto (2016) analyzed deixis in Thomas hardy’s “The Return of the

native”, his analysis of place deixis, discourse deixis and social deixis showed that

every word in the sentence of target language is translated into equivalent concepts in

the target language to give accurate of meaning.

Over all previous research, this research explained more about deixis that

found in the object of study. The writer is not only identifying each type of deixis, but

also showing the readers the results in the diagram and table and also the

interpretations of each type of deixis that happened in the data source: Liverpool FC’s

Live-Tweets on twitter.


	



