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ABSTRACT 

Akhyar, M. (2023). Romance Formula Analysis in Selected Novels by Jojo Moyes. 

English Department, UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya. Advisor: Ramadhina Ulfa 

Nuristama, M.A. 

 

Keywords: appeal, conflict, romance. 

 

The description of the romance formula in selected novels by Jojo Moyes is 

the main objective to be analyzed in this study. The novels are entitled Me Before 

You, The Girl You Left Behind, and The Last Letter From Your Lover. This study 

also aims to analyze how the appeal and conflict of hero and heroine as the main 

supports in building a depiction of a romance formula. Two research problems as 

the main focus of this research are the appeal of hero and heroine and the conflicts 

that occur between hero and heroine. 

This study uses a qualitative method. This research uses the theory of genre 

fiction analysis. The theory used is Cawelti’s theory of romance formulas. The 

approach used in this theory is to reveal the forms of romance formulas and their 

supporting elements such as appeals and conflicts between hero and heroine in the 

stories so that they can be understood properly. In this study, the researcher finds 

quotations and narrations in the novels that match based on the characteristics of 

the theory. 

The results of this study indicate that the romance formula built in the novel 

is based on the appeals of the hero and heroine in the stories. Me Before You talks 

about Louisa’s humble as the heroine and Will’s selflessness as the hero. The Girl 

You Left Behind talks about Liv’s persistence as a heroine and Paul’s sincerity as a 

hero. The Last Letter from Your Lover talks about Ellie’s curiosity as a heroine and 

Rory’s helpful as a hero. Whereas, in the form of conflict between hero and heroine 

that builds a romance formula, Me Before You talks about the effort of Louisa can’t 

change Will’s decision. The Girl You Left Behind talks the clash of Paul’s 

professionalism and sincerities. The Last Letter From Your Lover talks about love 

story investigation by letter. 
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ABSTRAK 

Akhyar, M. (2023). Analisis Formula Romansa dalam Novel-Novel Pilihan Karya 

Jojo Moyes. Program Studi Sastra Inggris, UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya. 

Pembimbing: Ramadhina Ulfa Nuristama, M.A. 

 

Kata Kunci: daya tarik, konflik, romansa. 

 

Gambaran formula romansa dalam novel-novel pilihan karya Jojo Moyes 

menjadi tujuan utama untuk dianalisa dalam penelitian ini. Novel-novel tersebut 

berjudul Me Before You, The Girl You Left Behind, and The Last Letter From Your 

Lover. Penelitian ini juga bertujuan untuk menganalisis bagaimana daya tarik dan 

konflik yang menjadi pendukung utama dalam membangun gambaran formula 

romansa. Dua pernyataan masalah yang menjadi fokus utama dalam penelitian ini 

adalah daya tarik hero dan heroine serta konflik yang terjadi diantara hero dan 

heroine. 

Penelitian ini menggunakan metode kualitatif. Penelitian ini menggunakan 

teori analisis fiksi genre. Teori yang digunakan adalah teorinya Cawelti tentang 

formula romansa. Pendekatan yang digunakan dalam teori ini adalah untuk 

mengungkapkan bentuk-bentuk formula romansa serta unsure pendukungnya 

seperti daya tarik dan konflik yang terjadi antara hero dan heroine dalamcerita agar 

dapat dipahami dengan baik. Disini, peneliti menemukan kutipan dan narasi dalam 

novel-novel tersebut yang cocok berdasarkan karakteristik steori. 

Hasil penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa formula romansa yang dibangun 

dalam novel didasarkan pada daya hero dan heroine dalam cerita. Me Before You 

bercerita tentang Louisa yang rendah hati sebagai heroine dan Will yang tidak 

mementingkan diri sendiri sebagai hero. The Girl You Left Behind bercerita tentang 

kegigihan Liv sebagai heroine dan ketulusan Paul sebagai hero. The Last Letter 

from Your Lover bercerita tentang rasa keingintahuan Ellie sebagai heroine dan 

Rory yang suka menolong sebagai hero. Sedangkan dalam bentuk konflik antara 

hero dan heroine yang membangun formula romansa, Me Before You bercerita 

tentang ambisi Louisa yang tidak dapat mengubah keputusan Will. The Girl You 

Left Behind bercerita tentang benturan profesionalisme dan ketulusan Paul. The 

Last Letter From Your Lover bercerita tentang investigasi kisah cinta melalui surat. 
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BAB I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Background of the Study 

Traditionally, public understanding of the creative products of literary 

works categorizes literature into two, namely noble literature (classical serious 

literature, high quality) and popular literature (entertainment literature that is 

solely to entertain readers). Through a simple explanation, it can be said that 

popular literature is writing that is accepted by many people. The development of 

thought in the world of literature has changed the concept of categorization 

mentioned above because now popular literature can refer to popular writing 

products such as the term commonly called popular literature. However, if it is 

associated with the term literature, it is still often interpreted as noble literature. 

Therefore, analyzing popular fiction is often the same as analyzing noble 

literature. 

History shows that noble literature is always placed higher than popular 

literature because the quality of its literary value is considered lower. This is 

because popular literature was created quickly so it seemed rushed to meet market 

demands. The things that make serious novels and popular fiction different are 

that serious novels seem to fail to attract people’s attention and it makes serious 

novels less income (Radway, 1984: 29). Over time, popular literature has grown 

rapidly and is no longer considered inferior literature, because the theories and 

methods written to study popular literature are actually of equal value in 

researching noble literature. 
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According to, the narrative structure in popular fiction is essentially the 

same as the traditional narrative structure, which often refers to high or noble 

novels in the form of plot, theme, characterization, setting, atmosphere, and point 

of view, which are elements of the formula for the characteristics of popular 

fiction. The literary formula in general is a structure of a narrative or dramatic 

conventions employed in a great number of individual works (Cawelti, 1977: 5). 

Types of popular literature can be in the form of writing in the form of essays, and 

some are in the form of fiction. Research on popular fiction genres is also done by 

looking at the elements of popular fiction. The elements in the context of popular 

fiction are called formulas. So, it can be said in general, formulas can be equated 

with elements.  

The entry of Western literature began with translation literature. Various 

kinds of Western literary works were translated and imitated to give birth to new 

literature and several schools, namely realism, (rejecting a way of thinking that 

focuses on stories with the right theme will end in victory, the wrong one will 

eventually lose), the pseudo-classical school (criticizing, opposing extreme 

westernization which eventually returned to classical literature), the romanticism 

school (based on the art theory of Carl Robert Van Hotman), the naturalism 

school (which focuses on the actual writing of human life) and the anti-naturalism 

school (rejects the naturalism). 

Based on the explanation above, formula research can never be separated 

from the readers as connoisseurs of literary works. The involvement of readers is 

very important in determining a formula in popular novels. This is because the 
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formula depends on people’s tastes. In simple terms, formulas are things that 

many readers like in a story. Formulas are also things that affect the popularity of 

popular novels so that they are included in the ranks of best-selling novels. 

Some of the selected novels by Jojo Moyes that were chosen as the object of 

this research are entitled Me Before You, The Girl You Left Behind, and The Last 

Letter From Your Lover. Me Before You tells the story of a cheerful girl named 

Louisa Clark who is hired to care for Will Traynor, a man who has a disability. A 

traffic accident makes Will, who was once a successful banker, now have to spend 

his days in a wheelchair. Lou was chosen by Will’s mother because of his 

cheerful personality. Hopefully, Lou’s personality can be an injection of 

encouragement for Will, who is depressed and looks at life cynically. Lou even 

promised to follow Will’s wishes as long as he wanted to survive for at least 

another six months.  

The Girl You Left Behind tells the story of Edouard Lefevre, the painter, 

leaving his young wife, Sophie, to fight on the front lines. When the town they 

live in falls to German hands, Edouard’s painting of Sophie catches the attention 

of the new German Commandant. The Commandant became more and more 

obsessed with the painting, and Sophie was willing to risk everything - her family, 

reputation, and life - to see her husband again. Nearly a century later, Liv Halston 

got a painting of Sophie from her husband, David, before David died. When the 

painting’s value is revealed, a conflict arises as to who is its rightful owner and 

Liv has to face a tough test to keep the painting. 
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The Last Letter From Your Lover tells of Ellie Haworth, a reporter who 

works at a print media called Nation and is in an illicit relationship with a popular 

novelist, John Armor. Then, one day, Ellie was assigned to write an article for the 

women’s page about the changes in women's fashion, interests, and behavior over 

the past 50 years. It was there that he found an envelope that caught his attention. 

He then read the letter contained in the pale blue envelope, and immediately his 

eyes filled with tears as he finished it. Ellie never thought that this quest would 

help her face the truth about her love life. It is the story of the two couples in the 

past that will open Ellie’s eyes to the sincerity that someone can give when they 

are in love. 

Literature review in previous studies is important to support this research, 

both in terms of the similarity of theories or material objects. The followings are 

the description of previous research that have similarities and differences with this 

research. First, Aufa A. (2022) analyzes the formula for the romance genre in the 

novel entitled Me Before You by Jojo Moyes. Second, Afra (2017) analyzes the 

formula for the romance genre in a novel entitled One Day by David Nicholls. 

Third, Nurratnasari (2015) analyzes the formula for the romance genre in the 

novel entitled The Fault in Our Stars by John Green. Fourth, Sejati (2019) 

analyzes the reasons for the suicide of Will Traynor in the novel Me Before You 

by Jojo Moyes. Fifth, Adibah (2018) analyzes the existence and essence of Will 

Traynor in the novel Me Before You by Jojo Moyes. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
digilib.uinsa.ac.id digilib.uinsa.ac.id digilib.uinsa.ac.id digilib.uinsa.ac.id digilib.uinsa.ac.id digilib.uinsa.ac.id digilib.uinsa.ac.id 

5 

 

 

The difference between this research and previous research is the theory of 

Cawelti’s formula in describing the romance formula in the selected novel by Jojo 

Moyes entitled Me Before You, The Girl You Left Behind, and The Last Letter 

From Your Lover which are used as the object of research. As far as the author’s 

understanding, no one has done this research so this research becomes a new topic 

in the field of literature. The researchers are very interested in conducting this 

research on these novels using romance formula theory because the researchers 

are aware that selected novels by Jojo Moyes describe everyday life that can be 

used as lessons and experiences. 

Based on the description above, there are similarities and differences in this 

study. In the first to third review of the literature, there are similarities in 

Cawelti’s formula theory in describing the formula and the type of research that 

uses qualitative methods. Those studies were done by Aufa A. (2022), Afra 

(2017), and Nurratnasari (2015). While in the fourth and fifth reviews of the 

literature, there are similarities in the research object used and the type of research 

that uses qualitative methods. Those studies were done by Sejati (2019) and 

Adibah (2018). 

So, this present study attends to analyze the romance formula of the main 

character in the novels entitled Me Before You, The Girl You Left Behind, and The 

Last Letter From Your Lover by Jojo Moyes using Cawelti’s theory of formula. 

The reason the author chooses this novel is that Jojo Moyes’s work is very 

popular with readers. This novel reflects the social reality that occurs in society so 

that the moral messages and values contained in the reading can be easily 
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internalized by the readers. Following the background and formulation of the 

problem above, the purpose of this paper is to find out the romance formula that 

constructs the novel entitled Me Before You, The Girl You Left Behind, and The 

Last Letter From Your Lover by Jojo Moyes. 

1.2. Objectives of the Study 

There were two objectives of the study that has been elaborated by the 

researcher based on the background of the study above, they are: 

1. To identify the appeal of hero and heroine described in the selected novel 

by Jojo Moyes entitled Me Before You, The Girl You Left Behind, and The 

Last Letter From Your Lover. 

2. To describe the conflict of hero and heroine described in the selected 

novel by Jojo Moyes entitled Me Before You, The Girl You Left Behind, 

and The Last Letter From Your Lover. 

1.3. Significance of the study 

This study is expected theoretically to be useful for building literature 

regarding hero and heroine personalities and their relationship that constructs the 

romance formula in the novel entitled Me Before You, The Girl You Left Behind, 

and The Last Letter From Your Lover by Jojo Moyes. This study is also expected 

practically to add to the wider scientific knowledge of English literature and in the 

future can provide benefits in the form of input for readers and for those who are 

conducting further research in understanding the theory of hero and heroine 

personalities and their relationship that constructs romance formula in the novel 
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entitled Me Before You, The Girl You Left Behind, and The Last Letter From Your 

Lover by Jojo Moyes. 

1.4. Scope and Limitation of the Study 

The object of this study is the selected novels entitled Me Before You, The 

Girl You Left Behind, and The Last Letter From Your Lover written by Jojo 

Moyes. To analyze the novel, this study focused on the hero and heroine 

personalities and the romance formula of the main character by using the formula 

approach of Cawelti. In this study, the researcher focused on two problems; the 

first is that the researcher focused on hero and heroine personalities that build Jojo 

Moyes’s selected novel entitled Me Before You, The Girl You Left Behind, and 

The Last Letter From Your Lover and the second is that the researcher focused on 

how romance formula represented in Jojo Moyes’s novel entitled Me Before You, 

The Girl You Left Behind, and The Last Letter From Your Lover. 

1.5. Definition of Key term 

● Appeal: something that  can be used to evoke a mood or atmosphere 

that will prepare the reader for what is to come (Meyer, 1990: 107).  

● Conflict: the result of a disagreement between actors on the basis of 

perceived incompatible goals (Fisher et al., 2000).  

● Personality: a person’s characteristic pattern of behaviors in the broad 

sense including thoughts, feelings, and motivation (Uher, 2016) 

● Relationship: a structure in literature which serves as a differentiator 

that exist in the literature. (Perrine, 1988) 
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● Romance: romantic love story between two characters called hero and 

heroine without tells about the complicated life story such as economics, 

politics, and the others. (Cawelti, 1977) . 

1.6. Research Methods 

1.6.1. Research Design 

To analyze the novel entitled Me Before You, The Girl You Left Behind, and 

The Last Letter From Your Lover by Jojo Moyes, the researcher used qualitative 

and descriptive methods chosen for, which qualitative method was observed by 

researcher as an object of research, and descriptive as an explanation to describe 

the situation or event related to hero and heroine personality and romance formula 

in the novel. According to Wellek and Waren (1963: 73), since the majority of 

students can find their source materials in libraries, and familiarity with their 

catalogs as well as other reference books. 

1.6.2. Data Source 

The primary source used in this analysis is data from the selected novels 

entitled Me Before You, The Girl You Left Behind, and The Last Letter From Your 

Lover by Jojo Moyes while the researcher only takes a few quotations from some 

of them which are included in the source. The secondary sources are taken from 

books, thesis, journals, articles, and other sources related to this study to support 

the primary data. 

1.6.3. Data Collection  

In collecting data, the researcher used a descriptive method that follows the 

five steps below: 
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1. The researcher searched for and then downloaded the novel entitled Me 

Before You, The Girl You Left Behind, and The Last Letter From Your 

Lover by Jojo Moyes via the internet. 

2. The researcher read the novel and understood the contents of the story 

to get accurate data. 

3. The researcher collected several accurate quotes from the novel 

included in the hero and heroine personalities and romance formula. 

4. The researcher combined data and theories used to support this 

research. 

5. Finally, the researcher concluded the study and suggested further 

research. 

1.6.4. Data Analysis 

In conducting this analysis, the researcher followed the technique that is 

divided into three steps below: 

1. The researcher divided several selected quotations from the novel into 

two. 

2. The researcher described and interpreted the hero and heroine 

personalities in the novel. 

3. The researcher described and interpreted  the romance situation 

represented in the novel. 

4. The researcher make the conclusion of the analysis 
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BAB II 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

In this stage, the researcher should explore the theories that will be used to 

analyze the novel entitled Me Before You, The Girl You Left Behind, and The Last 

Letter From Your Lover by Jojo Moyes. The theory will be used as the 

fundamental framework for the study of the short stories and the answers to the 

research question. The theory used to investigate those questions is the formula 

theory by Cawelti. 

2.1 Popular Literature 

Popular literature is literally translated as popular literature although many 

people do not agree with the translation because literature in the Indonesian 

context is a noble writing so it cannot be interpreted as literature because of its 

different connotations. The development of society to be more pragmatic makes 

the word literature which refers to popular literature can be easily translated into 

popular literature. 

Popular literature is a literary work that is in great demand by readers. This 

is because popular literary works are entertaining and able to provide a positive 

stimulus to the community. Popular literature is also light reading that often plays 

with the emotions of the readers with a series of stories that are packaged 

dramatically so that many people feel at home for long to read because they are 

curious about the ending of the reading story. Apart from being a reading that has 

many fans, the study of popular literature is starting to be seen as important 
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because it is considered a phenomenon in the history of modern Indonesian 

literature. 

Popular literature is a literary work that is considered to have low literary 

value, so it is called a small literary work. Popular literature is considered as a 

literary work that was created quickly to meet market tastes so that it does not pay 

attention to the level of literature contained in the popular literary work. It is the 

taste of the market that is the main target for writers and publishers so that the 

works they launch sell well in the market. Thus, it can be said that a novel is 

called popular because of the theme, the way of presenting the language 

technique, and the writing that follows the general pattern that is being favored by 

the readers. 

2.2 Genre Fiction Analysis 

Actually, genre studies have emerged earlier than auteur studies, but the 

development of genre studies has been slow and has sunk. Film critics are more 

interested in examining films from the auteur’s point of view. (Stokes 2007, p. 

89). When Hollywood came with business goals and seeking profit, that's when 

the genre’s popularity began to reappear. In the end, this made the genre develop 

rapidly and was used as a method to facilitate film marketing, because audiences 

were also classified according to what genre they liked, so that more or less the 

number could be guaranteed. The definition of genre itself is the patterns or forms 

and structures that show individual artistic products and which explain the 

construction or building of art or film production by the artist and their reading by 

the audience (Ida 2011, p. 96). 
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Meanwhile, according to Shaughnessy, Genre is a collection of texts that 

have a series of conventional characteristics such as content, narrative structure, 

and visual style, which are classified as textual types. The word genre which 

comes from French has the meaning as a type or classification of a group of films 

that have the same character or pattern (typical) such as setting, content and story 

subject, theme, story structure, action or event, period, style, situation, icon, 

mood, and character. Broadly speaking, the notion of this genre is the form or 

type of classification of a film. 

According to Ida (2011, p. 96), the technique used in the analysis of this 

film genre is to use a Repertoire of Elements, or genre elements, which consist of 

character, setting or background, iconography, story or narrative, and text form 

(text styles). Each genre has special characteristics, this is formed from the basic 

scheme that is owned, namely in the form of repetition of its elements. Based on 

Nick Lacey’s book entitled “Narrative and genre key concepts in media studies”, 

when trying to identify whether a particular text belongs to a particular genre, the 

basic schema of the genre is used, namely the type of character, setting, 

iconography, narrative, and style (Lacey 2000, p. 136). 

2.3 Romance 

Romance is a part of popular literature. This genre talks about a romantic 

love story between two characters called hero and heroine without telling 

complicated life stories such as economics, politics, and others. Janice A. Radway 

suggests a general definition of romance. Radway said that a literary work can be 

categorized as a romance if there is a relationship between a man and a woman, 
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the storyline has the theme of love, and is built on fragments of events of sadness, 

joy, obstacles, and obstacles in the process of developing the main character’s 

love relationship. Meanwhile, Cawelti (1977: 42) reveals, work is said to be 

romantic if the achievement of fulfilling the love needs of the main characters is 

obtained through various difficulties in getting rid of social and psychological 

problems. 

Romance stories with each other have similarities in terms of their intrinsic 

elements. The similarity of the intrinsic elements is part of the formula. Referring 

to Cawelti’s definition (1977: 5), literary formulas are narrative structures or 

dramatic conventions used in most individual works. The formula can be matched 

with the concept of genre. As stated by Cawelti (1977: 7), to easily understand the 

concept of formula, the definition of formula can be equated with a genre in 

classical literature. 

2.2.1 Romance Formula 

The theory used in this study is the theory put forward by Cawelti in his 

book entitled Adventure, Mystery and Romance, which explains what romance 

formula is in popular literature. According to Cawelti, romance formula is a 

storyline that involves the development of a love story between the hero and the 

heroine itself (1977: 5-6). According to Cawelti, romance formula is a narrative 

structure or dramatic conventions used in many individual works. He added two 

uses of the term formula related to the conception to be made. The first use, a 

formula is simply to denote a conventional way of treating some specific thing. 

Specific refers to the specific convention patterns of a culture at a particular 
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period and does not mean the same outside of its specific context. In a second use, 

the term formula refers to a larger type of flow. That is, formulas refer to the types 

of plots that represent the types of stories, if not universal in their charm, 

becoming popular in different cultures and at different times. 

Romance formula pattern is divided into 4 parts, namely; 1). The first 

meeting: This tells the beginning of the love story itself, namely the meeting 

between the hero and heroine characters in the romance formula. 2). Boy wins the 

girl: After passing the first stage of the romance formula, the hero and heroine 

decide whether to get serious or stop there. The heroine usually allows the hero to 

have sex with her if she truly loves him. 3). Conflicts or obstacles: Usually 

conflicts in romance formulas are related to infidelity or misunderstandings. This 

obstacle causes them to inadvertently keep their commitments. 4). End of story: 

Every story has an ending. Every fiction has two choices, a happy ending or a sad 

ending. In a romance formula, it's very important to have a happy ending. 

Romance formula pattern will exist for a suitable period to be considered 

before the pattern is understood by the creator or his audience as a genre because 

the conception of genre involves an aesthetic approach to literary structure. The 

romance formula is a kind of pattern in a story. When the reader is successful in 

defining the formula, the reader has isolated at least one basis for the popularity of 

several works. When it comes to formulas that work, a story pattern holds special 

interest and meaning for many people in a culture. Cawelti (1977: 8) reveals that 

the romance formula is one type of literary art so that it can be analyzed and 

evaluated like other types of literature.  
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Meanwhile, to achieve escapism, formula works must emphasize the type of 

excitement and satisfaction that is intense and direct (Cawelti, 1977: 14). This is 

possible because literature is used as an outlet or escape from the boring routine of 

readers in real life. The formula is more conventional and oriented towards some 

form of escape, the creation of an imaginary world whose fictional characters lead 

the reader to an interest and focus that exceeds the limits of frustration 

experienced by the reader. 

From the above descriptions, Cawelti (1977: 7) concludes that the concept 

of a formula is to generalize the characteristics of a large group of individual 

works from a combination of cultural materials and certain archetypal patterns. In 

its analysis, the theory of romance formula utilizes the building elements of 

several literary works. The analysis method with this approach is done by 

comparing other fictions that are similar in terms of similarities and connecting 

them with culture to answer the question of why the work can be popular. 

2.2.2 Character 

The definition of character in literature, according to Jones in Burhan, is a 

form of painting a clear picture of someone who is shown in a story. Burhan 

emphasized that story characters occupy a strategic position as carriers and 

messengers (mandates, morals) or something that is deliberately conveyed to the 

audience (Burhan, 2006:17). Haake and Gulz define figures/characters in a design 

context, which is related to presentation/appearance and visual impression. A 

person’s physical appearance forms expectations of other values in that character 

(Haake & Gulz, 2008: 4). 
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Humans become targets and references that are considered interesting, 

because humans are the only mammals capable of fantasizing and thinking 

symbolically. From this basis, it is the background that the characters that are 

present in literary works use figures that represent humans or at least have human 

characteristics and characteristics, for example characters that basically do not 

physically represent humans such as figures from animals, plants or inanimate 

objects. To make it easier for characters like this to touch the audience’s emotions 

and believability to occur, efforts are made to present them with a human-like 

perspective, such as thinking, having inner conflicts, communicating using human 

language, acting and or having emotions like humans. 

The characters in the story are set to build relevance, namely an 

achievement when the audience gives certain emotive reactions such as feeling 

familiar, sympathy, empathy, hate, antipathy, or various other affective reactions 

(Burhan, 2005: 174). Relevance relates to a more personal relationship between 

the characters that appear and the audience, for example the audience identifies 

itself through the characters that attract their attention. The person who represents 

a literary work is referred to as a character in which the reader interprets the 

character as a person who has certain emotional, moral and intellectual qualities 

based on the actions or dialogue in the literary work (Abrams, 1981: 32). 

Sympathize and empathize through the reactions of laughing, crying, 

pensive or moved, as if you are also feeling what the character is experiencing in 

the story. According to Kenny (1966) if a story character is liked by many people 

in real life, let alone to be worshiped and made a role model, it means that he is a 
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fictional character who has relevance (Kenny, 1966:27 in Burhan, 2005:175). A 

story character is considered relevant to the audience and/or relevant to the 

audience’s personal life experiences, if he is like the audience personally, or other 

people he knows (Burhan, 2005:175). 

2.2.3 Hero and Heroine 

Literary work has a character with a certain division of roles. In terms of the 

role or level of importance of the characters in a story, characters are divided into 

two categories, namely the major and minor characters. The major or main 

character is a character that is classified as important, shown continuously so that 

it feels like dominating most of the story. The main character is a character who 

has a personality that can develop according to the storyline (Abrams, 1981: 32). 

He is the perpetrator of the incident, as well as the subject of the incident. Always 

in touch with other characters both visually and narratively, so it really determines 

the development of the plot as a whole. Minor or supporting characters are 

characters that appear occasionally in the story, and even then, in relatively short 

narrative portions. Supporting characters are characters whose personality is 

difficult to describe with their abilities and they may grow and learn to be good or 

bad at the end of the story (Roberts, 2007: 157). 

The division of the main character can also be seen from the function of the 

character’s appearance, namely: hero and heroine. Hero and heroine are admired 

figures. Hero for male characters while heroin for female characters. Hero and 

heroine display something that is in accordance with ideal views, ideal 

expectations, representing positive feelings and cognition. One of the important 
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elements of a novel or fiction is hero and heroine because with the existence of a 

literary work it can be accepted and more interesting (Kuiper, 2012: 6). So, if 

there are no heroes and heroines, the literary work will never be accepted. Every 

literary work has its own uniqueness in terms of perspective on the distribution of 

this one character. Hero and heroine in literary works do not highlight negative 

traits that are completely contrary to morality. 

2.4 Previous Studies  

The first review of literature that the author uses as a theoretical reference is 

research conducted by M. Ghifar Aufa A. (2020), a student of the English Studies 

Program, Adab and Humanities Faculty, State Islamic University of Sunan 

Gunung Djati, Bandung. In his thesis entitled The romance formula through plot 

and characterization in the novel me before you by Jojo Moyes, his research aims 

to reveal and describe the romance formulas contained in the novel Me Before 

You by Jojo Moyes. The literary theory of the formula used in this research is the 

theory by John G Cawelti. This study uses qualitative research methods in 

describing the Roman formulas found in the novel. The result of this study is the 

depiction of a male character who only has the determination to be able to make 

his loved ones happy even though his life is suffering. This novel ends happily not 

because of living together but ends with realizing the dreams of each of the two 

characters. 

The second review of literature that the author uses as a theoretical reference 

is the research conducted by Nz Ghaliyah Azhar Afra (2017), a student of the 

English Study Program, Faculty of Humanities, Jenderal Soedirman University, 
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Purwokerto. In his thesis entitled An analysis of romance formula in one day 

novel by David Nicholls, his research aims to reveal and describe the romance 

formulas contained in the novel entitled One Day by David Nicholls. The literary 

theory of the formula used in this research is the theory by John G Cawelti. This 

study uses qualitative research methods in describing the Roman formulas found 

in the novel. The results of this study focused on the struggles of Emma and 

Dexter in their love stories such as their first meeting, when they fell in love, 

some obstacles in their relationship, marriage, and the end of their love story. 

The third review of literature that the author uses as a theoretical reference 

is research conducted by Novindia Nurratnasari (2015), a student of the English 

Department, Faculty of Humanities, Diponegoro University, Semarang. In her 

thesis entitled The romance formula in john green’s the fault in our stars, the 

research aims to reveal and describe the romance formulas contained in the novel 

entitled The Fault in Our Stars by John Green. The literary theory of the formula 

used in this research is the theory by John G Cawelti. This study uses qualitative 

research methods in describing the Roman formulas found in the novel. The 

results of the analysis show that the novel contains elements of popular literary 

formulas, namely hero and heroine characters, and the romance storyline is built 

which is the focus, and characters are likened to heroes in romance stories. 

The fourth review of literature that the author uses as the object of study is 

the research conducted by Savira Khoerunnisa Sejati (2019), A Student of the 

Department of English Letters, Faculty of Letters, Sanata Dharma University, 

Yogyakarta. In her thesis entitled The reasons of anomic suicide committed by 
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Will Traynor as seen in Jojo Moyes’ me before you, her research aims to uncover 

and describe Will’s reasons for committing suicide. The psychology of literary 

theory is used in this research. This study uses qualitative research methods in 

describing the novel. The results of the analysis show that Will is an adventurous 

and passionate person. He is also described as choleric, sarcastic, irritable, 

pessimistic, and lacking in self-confidence or discouragement. 

The fifth review of literature that the author uses as the object of study is 

research conducted by Filda Hilmia Adibah (2018), A Student of the English 

Department, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, State Islamic University Sunan 

Ampel, Surabaya. In her thesis entitled The existence of Will Traynor in Jojo 

Moyes’ novel me before you that lead his essence, her research aims to reveal and 

describe the existence and essence of Will Traynor’s life. The existentialism 

theory used in this research is the theory of Jean-Paul Sartre. This study uses 

qualitative research methods in describing the novel. The results of the analysis 

show that in the novel there are phases of Will Traynor in showing his existence 

and essence of life so that he gets his right to die. 
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BAB III 

FINDINGS 

In this stage, the researcher discussed the result of analyzing the selected 

novel by Jojo Moyes entitled Me Before You, The Last Letter From Your Lover, 

and The Girl You Left Behind by using Formula Theory.  

3.1. The Appeals of Hero and Heroine 

3.1.1. Louisa’s Humble and Will’s Selflessness 

Optimistic is the best word that describes Will in Me Before You by Jojo 

Moyes because of his good ambition in life. “I can’t do those sorts of holidays. I 

need to be doing something” (Moyes, 2012: p.8). Will can’t afford to waste his 

time on useless things even when vacation time is coming on his way. This can be 

proven by his statement to always continue to do something useful for his life. His 

outlook on life is to keep working while enjoying it. Every moment in his life 

must be valuable and meaningful to him, of course, in his way. 

To make his life more useful and not in vain, Will Traynor takes advantage 

of it by doing physical activity. Physical activity is in the form of extreme sports 

such as hanging over cliffs, rock climbing, and mountain climbing. His holidays 

are always colored with challenging activities in his past as quoted below: 

“As I vacuumed around the bed, I allowed myself a quick peek at 

them. There was a man bungee jumping from a cliff, his arms 

outstretched like a statue of Christ. There was a man who might 

have been Will in what looked like jungle, and him again in the 

midst of a group of drunken frie nds. The men wore bow ties and 
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dinner jackets and had their arms around each other’s shoulders.” 

(p.41-42). 

 

The quotation above shows several frames of Will’s past photos at his desk. 

He likes to do challenging sports on vacation. He did this solely to get out of his 

comfort zone. His life is not only about extreme sports but how the life he lives 

can make an impression on his heart. Will is the type of person who likes to try 

new things in life. Whatever he wants and likes, he will always try to do it to the 

limit of his inability. When he succeeds in doing so, it can make him happy 

especially to other people. 

One proof that Will had a life full of adventure in his youth is his climb on 

Mount Kilimanjaro. “I climbed Mount Kilimanjaro when I hit thirty. That was 

pretty incredible” (p.190). Will tells Louisa how beautiful the memories of him 

were of being young. This moment meant a lot to him. What he does he loves 

with all his heart so that his life is always passionate. He told Louisa about his 

past with a smile and enthusiasm. Will has many ways to enjoy his life and a 

thousand desires to do something new and useful for himself and others. He 

shows and shares with others how to enjoy life. The most important thing in his 

life is that whatever he has done he never regrets. He always feels so precious and 

it becomes a beautiful memory in his life. “I will never, ever regret the things I’ve 

done. Because most days, if you’re stuck in one of these, all you have are the 

places in your memory that you can go to” (p.202). 

The proof that Will is an optimistic person is that his dreams will always try 

to be realized with all his might. He did it with love and passion as quoted below: 
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“I worked out what would make me happy, and I worked out what 

I wanted to do, and I trained myself to do the job that would make 

those two things happen.”  

“You make it sound so simple.” 

“It is simple,” he said. “The thing is, it’s also a lot of hard work. 

And people don’t want to put in a lot of work” (p. 201) 

 

The quotation above shows that Will is a person who lives his life with 

meaning. He has done many things in his life with meaning even in his work and 

business. What he does always makes him feel happy. He has many ways to find 

happiness in everything he does, such as finding new and interesting things to 

make his life more meaningful. These things can be simple because the most 

important thing for him is the memory of doing it so that it will always remain in 

his heart. Some of the simple things done by Will such having fun with his 

friends, learning a new language, going to a new restaurant, going to a concert 

alone, and others. He did this simple thing not out of compulsion so that it could 

become meaningful in his life. 

Behind the characterization of Will who is optimistic, he becomes selfless 

after an accident befalls him until he is completely paralyzed. In the first year of 

his recovery, he was optimistic that he could walk and be normal again like usual. 

However, he was only able to move her fingers after his year-long treatment. 

Finally, he became selflessness and hopeless in living his life as Nathan said in 

the following quotation, “He does it, but I don’t think his hearts in it. When I first 

came, he was determined. He’d come pretty far in rehab, but after a year with no 

improvement, I think he found it tough to keep believing it was worth it” (p.74). 
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Prove the change in the characterization of Will, who was previously very 

optimistic in living his life and then became selfless, can be seen in the supporting 

quotation below: 

“We watched the sister wood Cup, and then the Maiden Stakes 

and Nathan won six pounds on a small each-way bet. Will 

declined to bet. He watched each race, but he was silent, his head 

retracted into the high collar of his jacket. I thought perhaps he 

had been indoors so long that it was bound to all feel a little weird 

for him, and I decided I was simply not going to acknowledge it.” 

(p.143) 

 

The quotation above shows Will’s form of worry about what other people 

think about his fate. He always felt insecure and hid in his room. He felt this 

because he could only sit in his wheelchair and look different in front of everyone. 

He was no longer confident and became a selflessness person. He was afraid to go 

out in public. He always kept his head down to make it seem as though he was 

invisible. What Will feels is that he is always looked down upon by the people 

around him and those around him, even though the one who looks down on him is 

himself, just like he said to Louisa “Clark, every single place I go to now people 

look at me like I don’t belong” (p.158). 

Will’s character, who became selflessness after his accident, can also be 

seen in the following quotation when Will let his ex-girlfriend go, Alicia, who 

loved him very much: 

“Actually, Will, there is another reason for us coming here,” she 

was saying. “We … have some news.” 

I hesitated by the door, the log basket braced between my hands. 

“I thought – well, we thought – that it would only be right to let 

you know … but, well, here’s the thing. Rupert and I are getting 

married.” (p.53) 
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The quotation above shows that Will let Alicia go and let her marry his best 

friend. Alicia is someone Will loves. When Will had the accident, Alicia still tried 

to always be by his side, accompanying him, loving him, and helping him in his 

recovery process. However, because Will is aware of his condition, he always 

tries to stay away from Alicia because she is the perfect woman and she deserves 

the perfect man too. Will feels he is not worthy to be with Alicia and prefers to 

give up on being with her. This proves that Will’s character is not the same as 

before. When Alicia and her best friend came to visit Will and told him that they 

were married, Will could only surrender and say “Congratulations,” (p.54) to 

them. 

Will Traynor just couldn’t think well of his life anymore. During his 

paralyzed condition, he will automatically not be able to enjoy and live his life 

again in the way he wants and the way he used to be when he was young as 

quoted below: 

“He’s so … different now. It’s like he’s determined not to see the 

good in anything.” 

“He’s been like that since the start, George. I think it’s just that 

you didn’t see him apart from when you flew home. Back then, I 

think he was still … determined. Back then, he was sure that 

something would change.” (p.104) 

 

The quotation above shows that after Will Traynor had an accident, he 

became a different person. In the past, he was a person who lived his life 

optimistically, was full of passion, and benefited himself and even others. After he 

was paralyzed and unable to do anything, he could no longer do whatever he 

wanted. This character is opposite to his past. In fact, around him and those 
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around him also realized that Will could no longer see good and useful things in 

his life. Will thinks that the good things in his life will never happen again 

because he is selflessness about ever recovering. 

Meanwhile, Louisa in the novel Me Before You by Jojo Moyes is described 

as a humble person, always feeling lacking, not confident, imperfect, and 

insecure. These feelings arise because of his own imagination that describes 

himself and relates to real conditions. The feelings felt by Louisa are contained in 

the quotation below: 

How could I explain to this man how much I wanted to work? Did 

he have the slightest idea how much I missed my old job? 

Unemployment had been a concept, something droningly referred 

to on the news in relation to shipyards or car factories. I had never 

considered that you might miss a job like you missed a limb – a 

constant, reflexive thing. I hadn’t thought that as well as the 

obvious fears about money, and your future, losing your job 

would make you feel inadequate, and a bit useless. That it would 

be harder to get up in the morning than when you were rudely 

shocked into consciousness by the alarm. That you might miss the 

people you worked with, no matter how little you had in common 

with them. Or even that you might find yourself searching for 

familiar faces as you walked the high street. The first time I had 

seen the Dandelion Lady wandering past the shops, looking as 

aimless as I felt, I had fought the urge to go and give her a hug. 

(p.22) 

 

In the quotation above, Louisa’s feelings of humble, insecurity, 

inappropriateness, and insecurity appear in her new job. After he was fired from 

his old job, he worked to manage and care for a paralyzed man named Will due to 

an accident he had. Louisa felt unsuited for the job because she had no experience 

in caring for sick people. The quotation above also shows Will, who at first 

always made Louisa uncomfortable with the job so that Louisa wanted to give up 
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and not work in that position anymore. Louisa has done her best to be Will’s 

nurse. He couldn’t leave the job because he needed money to support his family. 

Luisa has to earn money for her parents and younger sibling. Louisa’s parents are 

old and don’t work anymore while her sister is still at school. Louisa tells Will 

that she is working because she needs money “… because I need the money. 

Okay? I really need the money” (p.62). 

Louisa’s other sense of humble was also shown by her feelings saying “Will 

Traynor’s life had been so far beyond the experiences of mine” (p.183). Louisa 

really feels humble and even insecure because even a paralyzed person like Will 

has a past beyond her expectations. Louisa felt this when Will told her about his 

past when he was a teenager. In fact, Louisa felt even more humble when Will 

scolded her because Louisa had a monotonous past life after Louisa shared her 

experiences with Will as well. Under these circumstances, Louisa is increasingly 

humble because of Will’s annoyance. Will is annoyed with Louisa because Will is 

a person who likes to enrich experiences and new things compared to Louisa who 

likes to do nothing in his life and live an ordinary and monotonous life. 

The character of Louisa who always feels humble, insecure, and can’t do 

anything because she doesn’t have power in her life is also shown in the following 

quotation: 

‘Yes. And I’m completely unembarrassed about telling you. I’d 

be doing night school. I’d be training as a seamstress or a fashion 

designer or whatever it is that taps into what you really love.’ He 

gestured at my minidress, a Sixties-inspired Pucci-type dress, 

made with fabric that had once been a pair of Granddad’s curtains.  
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The first time Dad had seen it he had pointed at me and yelled, 

‘Hey, Lou, pull yourself together!’ It had taken him a full five 

minutes to stop laughing.  

‘I’d be finding out what I could do that didn’t cost much – keep-

fit classes, swimming, volunteering, whatever. I’d be teaching 

myself music or going for long walks with somebody else’s dog, 

or –’  

‘Okay, okay, I get the message,’ I said, irritably. ‘But I’m not you, 

Will.’ (p.200-201) 

 

The quotation above shows that Louisa can only be silent and can’t think of 

anything when Will asks how to achieve her dreams. Louisa is a person who loves 

Fashion. In her daily life, she always has her own style, starting from the motifs of 

the clothes she wears, the colors, and her tastes so that in every day of her life she 

always looks cheerful. Yet on the other hand he hides a lot of sadness in his life. 

She really wants to go to college and learn about fashion but she can’t do anything 

because of economic factors and her family. Louisa is the first child daughter. He 

always reflects and puts the interests of his family and the needs of his sister first. 

Finally, he prefers to bury his ideals. 

3.1.2. Liv’s persistence and Paul’s sincerity  

Liv’s persistence in the story describes so tough when she knew the fact of 

the pictures she had from her dead husband. She is just a poor widow that stand 

and fight for live without a company, her live just full of gray and bloom after her 

husband left her forever. Until the day she met a guy and imagine to start a new 

chapter of love story, but who knows it just becoming the new chapter of her 

persistence to fight for her husband gift. She takes any risk and any cost for her 

right because she has nothing left just a picture from her husband. Many chances 
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for her to let it go and clear easy way, but she won’t just let something very easy 

taken from her. Liv is a character that true lover and consist to stand for her right. 

Paul is a good father. He has a daughter and his wife died. He is 

professional man that love his job. He works for TARP which is one institution 

that search for gone tressure or family’s heritage. One time he got very important 

mission to find missing picture from a century ago, at the same time he met Liv 

and get in touch with her. He is also true lover as Liv, the novel describes Paul as 

the confused and frustrated man when he needs to love a woman and stand for his 

job mission for the missing picture. But at the end, Paul made very well for the 

case, he could make his lover win and keeping what she loves very much in her 

life as she loves Paul. 

An unpredictable person is how we could judge Sophie in this novel’s story 

based on the difficult way other characters understand her mind. “When Edouard 

and I used to play poker, he had laughed and said I was an impossible opponent as 

my face never revealed my true feelings” (Moyes, 2012: p.17). At one point, 

Sophie could just be so silent and not show any reactions around her. Besides, 

she’s full of care and very lovely to other people as much as she loves herself. The 

problem sometimes, other characters in the story easy to misjudge who she really 

is. 

Sophie and her sister were great fighters to stand live in the middle of world 

war I, their parents were long dead and their husband left for war and waiting for 

uncertain destiny. The lines below show how hard Sophie to stand alive without 

the people she loved: 
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“St Peronne, where the Bessette family had run Le Coq Rouge for 

generations, had been among the first towns to fall to the Germans 

in the autumn of 1914. Hélène and I, our parents long dead and 

our husbands at the Front, had determined to keep the hotel going. 

We were not alone in taking on men’s work: determined to keep 

the hotel going. We were not alone in taking on men's work: the 

shops, the local farms, and the school were almost entirely run by 

women, aided by old men and boys. By 1915 there were barely 

any men left in the town” (p.23). 

 

The lines describe how much loss that but they still believe that there is 

always hope the situation will be fine until someday. Nevertheless, Sophie can’t 

be sure how she could meet her husband again or never because a bad thing 

possibly happens in the middle of a war. 

After all, Shopie still being so tough and hard working in her small business 

with her sister. Serving the enemy’s army, feeding them, and giving them coffee 

is a very difficult reality that could imagine. 

“We did good business in the early months, with French soldiers 

passing through and the British not far behind. Food was still 

plentiful, music and cheering accompanied the marching troops, 

and most of us still believed the war would be over within months, 

at worst” (p.24). 

 

The quotation above tells how she did business very well in their bar and 

hotel, Sophie seems like becoming soldiers, favorite chef. And that’s also what 

makes her more upset day after day when she remembers her husband in the 

middle of a war, left nothing only painting and such wonderful memories. 

Sophie did much telling about her husband Edouard, there is no more detail 

only in her story about him. Edouard is the one who makes her fall in love with 

the way he behaves. 
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“Edouard spoke to me with the utmost politeness, asking about 

my life before Paris, the politics within the shop, breaking off 

occasionally to put his cigarette into the corner of his mouth and 

shout, ‘Bravo!’ at the band, clapping his great hands high in the 

air” (p.53). 

 

The line above shows that Sophie is amazed by the way Edouard is gentle. 

Besides, he is also a great artist and had painted many people for their good. He 

painted the one that on his perspective has a different thing in art. While Edouard 

was an intelligent artist, even though he loves to pain someone he did not know 

but he still has the standard of the real art. As Sophie tells a Germany on one 

occasion she mentioned very much about her innocent husband. 

“You know that he has spent his whole life in the pursuit of art, 

of beauty. He’s a peaceful man, a gentleman. He cares about 

painting, dancing, eating, and drinking. You know it makes no 

difference to the German cause whether he is dead or alive” 

(p.93). 

 

The quotation above illustrates Edouard’s tenacity, his attractiveness leaves 

him with a curious impression. He only cares about art in his life, and he really 

knows how to enjoy life. That’s what made Sophie fall in love with him. 

“I watched you standing in the middle of that bustling store and I 

thought you were the most self-contained woman I had ever seen. 

You looked as if the world could explode into fragments around 

you and there you would be, your chin lifted, gazing out at it 

imperiously from under that magnificent hair” (p.77). 

 

The struggle of the female character Sophie is described clearly, that the 

beginning of the commander fell in love with Sophie because Sophie herself was 

so active at work, thinking that this woman was so independent that she was able 
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to manage her bar and hotel deftly. Sophie is the one who continues the family 

business that was abandoned in the middle of the war. 

The beginning of Sophie’s relationship with the commander stems from 

Sophie’s desire to meet her husband. She is willing to do anything to be able to 

meet her husband. She is initially reluctant, restless, and full of contempt for 

practice. As the war drags on and little to no news about Edouard arrives, Sophie 

is in despair. Knowing how much the Commander loves painting, she will offer 

him anything to reunite with her beloved Edouard. Later, when Sophie is arrested 

and thrown into a prisoner’s cart to be taken to one of the camps, she seems to 

have had many betrayals.  

On the mystery The Girl You Left Behind Liv Halston got Sophie’s painting 

from her husband, David, before David died. When the painting’s value is 

revealed, a conflict arises over who the rightful owner is—and Liv must face a 

severe test to keep the painting. After her husband died, Liv lived in a slump, 

lackluster and debt-ridden. 

“It feels … it feels like we have exchanged one bully for another. 

Sometimes I suspect I will spend my whole life bent to somebody 

else’s wil” (p.37) 

 

And a very great character in this novel is Paul, he is a man with high 

morality and also very persistent. And according to the researcher, Paul’s 

character is the main attraction in this novel. Because of Paul, at first, it created 

hatred for his attitude which was more concerned with painting. The first meeting 

with Liv begins in a bar, one day Liv gets drunk at a bar and has her bag stolen. 

Paul, who was at the bar, looked at Liv with pity. Paul helped Liv and even 
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managed to get Liv’s bag back a few days later. The two of them are in a 

relationship that is getting serious. When at Liv’s house, Paul saw the painting, 

Paul hurriedly left Liv’s house which made Liv confused.  

“And I know how losing the things you love can haunt people. I 

don't want Liv to look at me one day and be fighting the thought: 

You’re the guy who ruined my life” (p.340). 

 

The quotation above shows Paul’s persistence in getting Liv’s 

attention, which Paul doesn’t want to be seen as Liv’s enemy. From the 

analysis here Paul shows his loyalty to Liv and tries to find solutions to 

the problems they are experiencing. 

3.1.3. Ellie’s Curiosity and Rory’s Helpful 

Ellie in the novel “The Last Letter From Your Lover” started busy at the 

office. Previously she was busy in writing about the longest serving female editor 

at his place of work, but it turned out that the editor died recently. Like what she 

said “A little, but not for a few days. I’ve been . . . very busy” (Moyes, 2011: 

p.296) so that she hasn’t had time to read the news lately. To her knowledge the 

editor donated her collection to the Archives Division in their office. 

Unfortunately, in order to be able to access the archives, according to the workers 

in that division, Ellie had to make an appointment first, even though she is a staff 

member there. 

Ellie is an curios person going about her day and shows how busy Ellie is at 

the office after getting a note on her computer that she can enter the file room as 

quotation below: 
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She hears Rory’s voice as she says this, and discovers she’s no 

longer sure what she thinks. She’d been unprepared for how much 

he disliked the idea of the letters being published. She’s used to 

the idea that everyone on the Nation shares a mind-set. The paper 

first. Old school. (p.282) 

 

The quotation above explains that Rory, who was stiff yesterday, is still like 

that, but this time he has prepared the files Ellie needs, especially the archives 

from 1965 to 1986-1987. Ellie listened and knew that Rory wasn’t sure what Ellie 

wanted or what Ellie was going to do. Rory didn’t like any of the ideas and ideas 

in the archive because they were old and used old ways. However, Ellie’s curios 

followed her feelings as a journalist to find out who the recipients and senders of 

these historical letters were. 

Ellie herself has a strong fun and energetic charm, she is the woman I want 

to have in my circle of friends, she is relaxed and smart to break the ice. The 

character of Ellie who is very curious about living her life is like the quote below: 

“Ellie Haworth emerges from the underground station and half 

walks, half runs along the street, dodging pedestrians, blind to the 

gaudy shop windows offering unmissable autumn bargains, deaf 

to the cacophonous queue of traffic, her gaze still on the little 

screen of her mobile phone. She clashes elbows with a suited man 

who tuts loudly, sidestepping around her, and she mutters an 

apology without looking up.” (p.231) 

 

The quote above shows Ellie’s strengths in making the main issue in the 

modern setting of the novel feel fun because the mission she is carrying out is 

carried out by a woman who feels fun to follow. Ellie goes about her daily life by 

walking and half running and passing people who are walking leisurely. That 

leaves room for the story of a woman in 1965 to show that she is the main focus in 
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this novel. Ellie also has a forbidden love story that is hindered due to 

misunderstandings. 

Rory in the novel “The Last Letter From Your Lover” is told as a librarian 

worker in the following quotation: 

“Read it,” she urges. “Go on. Just read it . . .” She tails off as she 

remembers she doesn’t know his name. She’s worked there for 

two years and she doesn’t know any of the librarians’ names.  

“Rory.” (p.248) 

 

The quotation above shows that the convoluted process of accessing the 

archives in the library made Ellie look annoyed. Ellie just wants to read whatever 

is in it but the access is very difficult. Ellie, as a worker for two years, who 

previously didn’t know many people there, finally met Rory, who became an 

employee to look after the archives in the library. Rory then introduced himself 

and explained that Ellie could first access archives through an online catalog and 

then choose what she wanted to see and read. Only then, the team will prepare the 

archives she needs. 

Rory is a person who is helpful to anyone including to Ellie, whom he just 

met by showing a serious attitude, concentrating, and focusing on listening to 

something important. “At almost five thirty Rory appears with two polystyrene 

cups of tea. He hands one to her, blowing on his own as he leans against an empty 

filing cabinet. ‘How’d you get on?’” (p.249). While in the library, Rory tried to 

lighten the mood by bringing two cups of tea and giving one to Ellie. Rory 

expressed her admiration for Ellie's articles, especially regarding first marriages 

and online dating matters, the difference between passionate love or 
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complementary love. When Rory talks about her love for archives, Ellie finds a 

letter in a pile of files and reads it. 

The form of the caring attitude given by Rory to Ellie can also be seen in the 

quotation below: 

He makes tea, fumbling to locate tea bags, milk, spoons, in her 

tiny kitchen. She thinks of John, who just last week had done the 

same thing, and her eyes fill again with tears. Then Rory sits and 

places the mug in front of her, and as she drinks it, he talks 

uncharacteristically volubly about his day, the friend he has just 

met for a drink who suggested some oblique route across 

Patagonia. The friend—he has known him since childhood—has 

become something of a competitive traveller. (p.316-317) 

 

The quotation above shows the attitude of Rory’s concern for Ellie. Rory 

really cares about Ellie and also wants to feel what Ellie is thinking and feeling. 

Even though he was a man, he was making Ellie tea in the kitchen when she was 

sad. By the time the tea was served, Ellie could only sit and think of John and her 

eyes filled with tears. Rory tried to listen to all kinds of complaints from Elli and 

provide a way out but Ellie just kept silent. In fact, Rory is also ready to help Ellie 

at every opportunity she has. Rory also tries to cheer Ellie up by talking about her 

friends and imagining what if she were in Ellie’s position. 

3.2. The Conflict of Hero and Heroine 

3.2.1. The Effort of Louisa Can’t Change Will’s Decision 

Enthusiasm, that’s the word experienced by Will Traynor when knowing 

more about Louisa Clark. Will’s point of view after getting into an accident about 

everyone approaching him turns out to be wrong. The person who always tries to 
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be close to Will for reasons of pity for his condition is not the same as Louisa who 

continues and is always close to him because of his necessities of life, namely to 

provide for his family. Louisa shows her allegiance to staying with Will for that 

reason and not completely caring about him. Finally, after what Louisa told him 

about him, Will’s attitude towards Louisa slowly began to change. Louisa is 

different from the others according to Will.  

Will finally realize that the happiness in his suffering was because of 

Louisa’s presence, so that was the reason for Will to continue to live curios every 

day such as the quotation below: 

“It was true. Willand I seemed to have found an easier way of 

being around each other. It revolved mainly around him being 

rude to me, and me occasionally being rude back. He told me I 

did something badly, and I told him if it really mattered to him 

then he could ask me nicely. He swore at me, or called me a pain 

in the backside, and I told him he should try being without this 

particular pain in the backside and see how far it got him. It was 

a bit forced but it seemed to work for both of us. Sometimes it 

even seemed like a relief to him that there was someone prepared 

to be rude to him, to contradict him or tell him he was being 

horrible. I got the feeling that everyone had tiptoed around him 

since his accident-apart from perhaps Nathan, who Will seemed 

to treat with an automatic respect, and who was probably 

impervious to any of his sharper comments anyway. Nathan was 

like an armored vehicle in human form.” (p.67) 

 

The quotation above shows that Louisa was able to bring back Will’s 

happiness and good mood after these few months were gone. Will was able to 

laugh again because of Louisa’s presence. Louisa can make Will happy so easily 

that Will can laugh freely even at something that isn’t that funny. “It’s just been a 
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long time since he laughed at anything” (p.67). Louisa could make the previously 

quiet Will talk even more. 

Louisa was also able to make Will return to being an open person with 

himself like the quotation below: 

“The other big change, apart from atmospheric conditions inside 

the house, was that Will didn’t ask me to leave him alone quite as 

often, and a couple of afternoons had even asked me if I wanted 

to stay and watch a film with him. I hadn’t minded too much when 

it was The Terminator – even though I have seen null the 

Terminator films – but when he showed me the French film with 

subtitles, I took a quick look at the cover and said I thought I’d 

probably give it a miss” (p.67-68) 

 

The quotation above shows that Louisa can return Will’s character to how it 

was before after he had an accident. Louisa can make Will not hide anything and 

express whatever he feels and what he wants because that is Will’s true character. 

Will begins to open up and dares to tell Louisa not to leave him. Will even asked 

Louisa to accompany him to a movie together after he was used to watching 

movies alone. Will is an introvert and likes to encourage others to stay away from 

him after the accident. He became a quiet person and only spoke when he needed 

something. He could only sit in his wheelchair and hide his feelings and of course, 

he was very uncomfortable with that position. Will’s behavior changes after 

getting to know Louisa better. 

How to end life is a question that always haunts and disturbs Will’s mind 

after the accident that happened to him. The life he leads now is always blamed by 

Will because his life didn’t go the way he wanted. He doesn’t care about everyone 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
digilib.uinsa.ac.id digilib.uinsa.ac.id digilib.uinsa.ac.id digilib.uinsa.ac.id digilib.uinsa.ac.id digilib.uinsa.ac.id digilib.uinsa.ac.id 

39 

 

 

and always tries to stay away from anyone. However, because of Louisa’s 

presence in his life, Will starts to care about other people again as quoted below: 

“Okay. So, what do you do with yourself Louisa Clark, if you 

don’t watch films?”  

I balled my tissue in my fist. “You want to know what I do when 

I’m not here?”  

“You were the one who wanted us to get to know each other. So 

come on, tell me about yourself.”  

He had this way of talking where you could never quite be sure 

that he wasn’t mocking you. I was waiting for the pay-off. 

“Why?” I said. “Why do you want to know all of sudden?” (p.69) 

 

The quotation above shows that Will starts to care about Luisa and wants to 

know more about her. Will is curious about Louisa who always hurts him with her 

words. Will wants to know what Louisa does every day. Because of Louisa’s 

patience, Will’s concern finally returned. Louisa makes Will feel something 

different because in his mind people only approach him because they feel sorry 

for him. That means Louisa can make Will feel curious again about other people’s 

lives. Louisa makes Will suddenly want to know more about her. 

Louisa was also able to make Will become a person who can motivate and 

inspire others again such long time ago, like the quotation below: 

“You had a big life, didn’t you?”  

“Yeah, I did.” He moved a bit closer, and raised his chair so that 

he was almost at eye level. “That’s why you piss me off, Clark. 

Because I see all this talent, all this...” He shrugged. “This energy 

and brightness, and –”  

“Don’t say potential...”  

“... Potential. Yes. Potential. And I cannot for the life of me see 

you can be content to live this tine life. This life that will take 

place almost entirely within a five-mile radius and contain 

nobody who will ever surprise you or push you or show you 
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things that will leave your head spinning and unable to sleep at 

night.” (p.201-202) 

 

The quotation above shows Louisa being advised by Will. Will tells Louisa 

that he must do something worthwhile with his life and not waste his time reading 

magazines or watching television. Louisa was inspired by Will that she actually 

has the potential to make her life better if she is able to get out of her comfort 

zone. Louisa is always motivated by Will. That way, Louisa made Will realize 

that what he did when he was young was working and filling his free time with 

useful things because the time that has passed will not be repeated again. Because 

Louisa Will is back to being the person she used to be, loving to advise, inspire 

and motivate. Will returns to being an interesting person after his motorbike 

accident. 

Lou’s presence can make Will change after an accident. However, that still 

can’t change Will’s decision to end his life at the end of the story as quotation 

below: 

I swallowed, shaking my head. “You... You once told me that the 

night in the maze didn’t have to be the thing that defined me. You 

said I could choose what it was that defined me. Well, you don’t 

have to let that... that chair define you.”  

“But it does define me, Clark. You don’t know me, not really. 

You never saw me before this thing. I loved my life, Clark. Really 

loved it. I loved my job, my travels, the things I was. I loved being 

a physical person. I liked riding my motorbike, hurling myself off 

buildings. I liked crushing people in business deals. I liked having 

sex. Lots of sex. I led a big life.” His voice had lifted now. “I am 

not design to exist in this thing – and yet for all intents and 

purposes it is now the thing that defines me. It is the only thing 

that defines me.” (p.316) 
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The quotation above shows that Louisa was able to change Will’s character, 

who was quiet after an accident, back to how he was when he was young, namely 

a person who is always cheerful. However, these changes still cannot change 

Will’s choice to commit suicide because of the suffering he is experiencing. No 

matter how hard Louisa tries, she can no longer change Will’s decision. Louisa 

advises Will that his life is not as short as he thought and that he still has a long 

way to go. But Will’s mind says otherwise that his life is just about existence and 

is useless for himself and others. The exhaustion experienced by Will is not only 

due to his illness but also because of the distraction from Will’s thoughts about 

the people around him. 

Louisa, who at first was able to change Will’s character back to normal after 

having an accident, ultimately still cannot change Will’s decision to commit 

suicide and end his life. According to Will, the best essence of his life can only be 

determined by his paralysis in a wheelchair and ends with death. His old life 

which was the joy of his life and he loved so much can’t come back anymore. The 

sense of adventure and full of challenges can no longer be revived by Louisa. 

Will's life that was great when he was young is gone. Louisa was unsuccessful in 

returning it. Will has no complete control over his life other than killing himself 

and ending all his suffering. However, on the other hand, this still shows Will’s 

courageous nature. Not everyone can choose a decision like Will to commit 

suicide because some people can only surrender to their lives and wait for death to 

come to pick them up. 
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3.2.2. The Clash of Paul’s Professionalism and Sincerities 

The Girl You Left Behind is one of the novels that tells and gives 

complicated conflict in two parts of different stories. Paul as a professional person 

and Liv as a true lover should dash one problem that bet their own love story, any 

one of them need to prove the true meaning of love. Liv as nothing left in her live 

after her husband died, she must endure something priceless in her live. Paul can’t 

even imagine how this reality happen to him and his lover, this is unreal for him. 

Jojo Moyes did very well for the problem solver, she could just smoothly tell the 

end of the story by an unexpected plot and ending. 

France, 1916. Edouard Lefevre, the painter, left his young wife, Sophie, to 

join the fight on the front lines. When the city where they lived fell into German 

hands, Edouard’s painting depicting the figure of Sophie attracted the attention of 

the new German Commander. The Commandant grew more obsessed with the 

painting, and Sophie was willing to risk everything – her family, reputation, and 

life – in order to see her husband again. 

“The girl, the girl Edouard married, stared back at me with an 

expression I no longer recognized. Eduoard had seen it in me long 

before anyone knew it: an expression that suggested knowledge, 

a smile that suggested mutual satisfaction. An expression 

radiating pride”. (Moyes, 2012: p. 23) 

 

The Commander didn’t just like the painting, he also liked the person in the 

painting. The Commander was very kind to Sophie and her family. He pretended 

not to know that Sophie was hiding pigs to eat, which the Germans had forbidden 

the locals to eat. He made Sophie and Helena eat the food they made for the 

German soldiers, he also let Sophie take food to give to Helena’s children, even 
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sent firewood to Sophie. At every opportunity, he always invites Sophie to talk, 

talk about paintings and other things. 

Nearly a century later, Liv Halston got a painting of Sophie from her 

husband, David, before David died. When the value of the painting unfolds, there 

is a conflict over who the real rightful owner is – and Liv must face a severe test 

in order to preserve the painting. 

Since the death of her husband Liv’s life has changed. She is no longer a 

vigorous woman, she shuts herself in a greenhouse, rarely socializes, avoids credit 

and taxes, she is no longer the wife of a rich husband, her life is full of loneliness 

and slump. There was only one that kept her alive, a painting her husband bought 

for their wedding gift, a painting called “The Girl You Left Behind”. The painting 

is already a part of Liv, warning Liv that she was once loved, once owned by 

someone. 

Then when Liv experiences an unlucky incident at a gay bar, she is met by 

Paul McCafferty, a former cop, a widower with one son. Paul makes Liv alive 

again, she gets excited, she finds her old self, she re-feels the taste of love. Paul is 

the co-owner of the Trace and Return Partnership (TARP), an organization 

founded to return works of art to those who suffered losses as a result of looting or 

forced sale of personal artifacts during wartime. The painting “The Girl You Left 

Behind” was made by the French painter Edouard Lefevre for his beloved wife, 

Sophie Lefrevre. 

But since 1917 the painting was lost during the German occupation, stolen 

from a hotel in St. Peronne, there is no documented description of its whereabouts 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
digilib.uinsa.ac.id digilib.uinsa.ac.id digilib.uinsa.ac.id digilib.uinsa.ac.id digilib.uinsa.ac.id digilib.uinsa.ac.id digilib.uinsa.ac.id 

44 

 

 

and who owned it afterwards. A hundred years later the Lefevre family wanted the 

painting returned and they knew who the owner was now, the Lefevre family 

wanted TARP to solve the case quickly and satisfactorily. 

“Liv lives and breathes with the painting. He didn’t realize 

Christmas was approaching, he didn’t realize his father’s 

complaining calls. His whole determination focused on one thing: 

the painting must not fall into Paul’s hands.” (p.304) 

 

These two women, Sophie and Liv also have something in common in terms 

of determination as well as courage in “hunting down all out” what they want to 

keep, no matter the price paid for it. Typical of stubborn female characters that I 

always like when used in stories, because they will be very potential story movers. 

“Paul. Look at me. You need to understand this. The worst thing 

that could have happened to me already happened.” 

He looks up. 

She swallows, knowing that these are the words that stall; that 

may simply refuse to emerge. “Four years ago, David and I went 

to bed like it was any other night, brushing our teeth, reading our 

books, chatting about a restaurant we were going to the next day 

… and when I woke up the next morning, he was there beside me, 

cold. Blue. I didn't … I didn’t feel him go. I didn’t even get to 

say” (p.334). 

 

Turning to the conflict in the second story in the novel which shows the 

culmination of Liv’s deep love for her husband, Sophie tells Paul about her 

husband's death that left her beside him, even though previously they both had 

planned her life so perfectly. Then with the death of her husband, Liv suffered a 

lot and could barely move on with her life. A fight between love and morality 

takes place within him. 
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“Can you imagine knowing you slept through the person you love 

most dying next to you? Knowing that there might have been 

something you could have. 

Done to help him? To save him? Not knowing if he was looking 

at you, silently begging you to – The words fail, her breath 

catches, a familiar tide threatens to wash over her. He reaches out 

his hands slowly, enfolds hers within them until she can speak 

again. 

“'I thought the world had actually ended. I thought nothing good 

could ever happen again. I thought anything might happen if I 

wasn’t vigilant. I didn’t eat. I didn't go out. I didn't want to see 

anyone. But I survived, Paul. Much to my own surprise, I got 

through it. And life … well, life gradually became liveable 

again.” 

She leans closer to him. So, this … the painting, the house … It 

hit me when I heard what happened to Sophie. It's just stuff. They 

could take all of it, frankly. The only thing that matters is people. 

She looks down at his hands, and her voice cracks. All that really 

matters is who you love.” (Moyes, 2012, p.335) 

 

The quotation above shows that the suffering experienced by Liv really 

shook her mentally, she had tried to fight for her lover’s life. But when that didn't 

work Liv pensively, hoping to hear the breath of her husband’s life. Then when 

Liv saw the painting, her husband had left her, she realized that the painting was 

the only memory she had, of her love. 

In short, Paul a few days later explained his work and relationship to the 

painting and asked Liv to turn in the painting. Liv didn’t want to, the painting was 

a gift from David, and it was as if the painting had been accompanying Liv’s. 

Liv and Paul are polar opposites, Liv will do anything to keep the painting. 

And so did Paul for the sake of returning the painting to the rightful owner. 

According to Tim Paul, the painting that Liv owns is a stolen painting that was 

lost during World War 1, so the Lefevre family has the right to own it. 
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Meanwhile, Liv’s team insisted that the painting was legally purchased by Liv’s 

husband. 

Both Paul and Liv are desperately trying to win the case, they even 

investigate directly to France. Meanwhile, Liv was able to prove that the painting 

was not stolen, David bought it from an American woman who was about to 

throw the painting away. From that case, the root of the problem is drawn again. 

Where did the American woman get these items. Fortunately, the American 

woman whose painting David bought was able to testify in court. He said that the 

painting belonged to his mother who used to be a journalist. That’s how this 

problem is, the more exciting. It’s hard to put this novel down before it’s finished. 

While in France with her friend Mo, Liv visits Le Coq Rouge, the restaurant 

Sophie’s family used to own. Unfortunately, the owners are not Sophie’s family. 

In the restaurant, Liv could feel Sophie’s presence, herself serving customers, and 

pacing around the kitchen cooking for German soldiers. In France she also 

manages to meet Aurelien’s son, Sophie’s brother, who then gives Sophie’s diary 

to Liv. Through the diary, Liv gets to know Sophie and admires her courageous 

self, and loves Edouard very much. Unfortunately, Aurelien’s children do not 

know what happened to Sophie after being taken by the Germans. Talking about 

Sophie at home was considered taboo. 

Sophie Lefevre is no longer just a seductive figure in a faded gold 

frame: she has become a person, a living, breathing, three-

dimensional being. (p.459) 
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Liv becomes increasingly curious about Sophie's life story and what 

happened to the painting after Sophie was arrested. There is an unusual story 

behind Sophie’s painting, and Liv is increasingly defending the painting. 

In case, Liv had accused Paul of staging his meeting with Liv at the bar, 

taking her bag and then returning it to Liv. Pretends to like it so he can get into 

Liv’s house and find the painting. 

“I know a lot of jerks and liars. He's not one of them.” Mo scraped 

at a small piece of skin on his thumb and said, “I think Fate has 

decided to play a very annoying joke and put you two on opposite 

sides” (p. 462). 

“I will solve this problem, Liv replied. “Why should I believe 

you?” I don’t want Liv to look at me one day and try to get rid of 

the thought: you're the one who ruined my life” (p. 613). 

 

And then Paul proved his words. His efforts to find evidence, get witnesses. 

It was touched and impress. If she lost, Liv would be broken. She wasn’t going to 

get the painting and David’s greenhouse she had to sell to pay for the lawyers and 

all that court stuff. Draining emotions and treasures of course. Even if Liv wanted 

to make peace, she could return the painting and get compensation. Paul had 

already told Liv this. Paul cares about Liv and doesn’t want her to go broke. But 

Liv was stubborn. 

3.2.3. Love Story Investigation by Letter 

The story in this novel presents two love stories in the present and the past. 

Therefore, the story also has many flashbacks regarding the forbidden love life of 

Jennifer Stirling and Anthony O’Hare in the 60s. Meanwhile, Ellie and Rory’s 

love story in the present is the red thread as quotation below: 
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“She rereads the words again and again. They hold passion, force, 

even after so many years. Why would you suffer the priggish “I 

have pointed out to her that she will have a rather lower standard 

of living” when you could have “Know that you hold my heart, 

my hopes, in your hands”? She wishes the unknown girlfriend of 

the first correspondent a lucky escape.” (Moyes, 2012: p.262) 

 

The quotation above shows Ellie accidentally finding a love letter from “… 

1960 newspaper file” (p.248). Ellie reads the words in the letter over and over. 

The contents of the letter impressed him because it conveyed a deep feeling of 

love. Ellie then followed her instincts and tried to find out who the sender and 

recipient of the letter were. Assisted by Rory who works in the archives section, 

Ellie finally manages to meet them. They still have the energy, passion, 

enthusiasm and passion in their relationship even after all these years. They 

started everything by removing their sense of arrogance, namely by showing a 

very low standard of living so that they could belong to each other. They put hope 

in each other for the life to come. 

Ellie’s love story, which is not much different from the love story she met 

through letters, can be seen in the quotation below: 

“Now that’s the Jenny we know and love.” Bill’s smile of 

appreciation was so lingering that Jennifer glanced twice at Violet 

to make sure she wasn’t offended. She didn’t seem to mind: she 

was rummaging in her handbag. “I’ve left your number with the 

new nanny, Jenny,” she said, glancing up. “I hope you don’t mind. 

She really is the most useless woman. I fully expect her to be 

calling here at any minute to say she can’t get Frederick’s pyjama 

bottoms on or some such.” (p.23) 

 

The quotation above shows that the relationship between Ellie and her 

partner and also Jennifer and her partner who have couple involved in an illicit 
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relationship. Jenny was married but she fell in love with a journalist who was 

writing about her husband’s success as a businessman. That was Jenny who was 

known by the people around her at that time so she was said to be a useless 

person. Jenny at that time was a well-known person and loved by many people 

besides her husband who was also very famous. Jenny’s husband has earned many 

awards as a businessman. 

Jenny’s illicit relationship with her partner by letter also can be seen in the 

quotation below: 

He was reading the letters she had left on his desk earlier for his 

signature. Evidently satisfied, he took his pen from his breast 

pocket and signed with short, abrupt strokes. She placed his tea 

on his desk and folded the letters into her pile of papers. “I’ve 

picked up the tickets for your flight to South Africa, and arranged 

for you to be collected at the airport.” (p.17) 

 

The quotation above shows that the letter was written by a man to Jennifer, 

his girlfriend, which more or less contains that he will never be satisfied with the 

illicit relationship that the two of them are having. Therefore, he wanted to take 

his girlfriend to South Africa, buy plane tickets for her, arrange her pick-up 

schedule, and escape from a married life based solely on business interests and 

most importantly, to save herself. With its simplicity, Jenni one morning took 

unread letters. Jenny received so many unsigned letters when she received them 

that she had to take a pen in her breast pocket to immediately sign them and 

“That’s the fifteenth” (p.17) letter she had read. 

As a love letter written in 1960, it is written quite poetically as one of the 

letters below reads: 
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I swore I wouldn’t contact you again. But six weeks on, and I feel 

no better. Being without you—thousands of miles from you—

offers no relief at all. The fact that I am no longer tormented by 

your presence, or presented with daily evidence of my inability to 

have the one thing I truly desire, has not healed me. It has made 

things worse. My future feels like a bleak, empty road. 

I don’t know what I’m trying to say, darling Jenny. Just that if you 

have any sense at all that you made the wrong decision, this door 

is still wide open. 

And if you feel that your decision was the right one, know this at 

least: that somewhere in this world is a man who loves you, who 

under stands how precious and clever and kind you are. A man 

who has always 

loved you and, to his detriment, suspects he always will. 

Your (p.218-219) 

 

The quotation above in the form of one of the letters describes their 

expression of feelings which is poured in the form of passionate love letters. 

When the letters were written and heard being read, one could feel how 

sentimental they were. Those who hear it will feel like they are hearing sweet 

sentences from someone who is in love and someone who is scared but also sure 

of their feelings. The man in the letter asks his girlfriend to reach true, real and 

boundless love with him. The man really hopes for his presence in his future so 

that it is not gloomy and empty. The man was willing to sacrifice all his feelings 

for every choice Jenny made. The man was able to wait for Jenny in his arms 

because the door to his heart would always be wide open for him. Even though 

it’s scary but living in a lie is worse. The man in the letter was so sure they would 

be very happy together. After reading the letter, Ellie looked stunned. 
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Ellie couldn’t take her eyes off the handwriting on the letter and was deeply 

moved by the insistence of the words full of sincerity written on it as quotation 

below. 

“How would you know? she thinks. Nobody knows what is like 

me. I’m not even sure I know. “She told me everything. The 

whole love affair. Oh, Rory, it’s heart-breaking. They loved each 

other so much, and they kept missing each other until he died in 

Africa and she never saw him again.” She’s crying so hard her 

words are nearly unintelligible.” (p.318) 

 

She then decided to dig deeper into the origins of the love letter to be able to 

save her journalistic career which was starting to fade due to her relationship with 

John which had taken up a lot of her attention and made her lose focus at work. In 

the letter, the long-distance relationship that was forged was full of mutual love 

and longing for each other until one of them died in Africa and he never saw him 

again. Ellie never thought that this quest would help her to face the truth about her 

love life. 

It is the story of the two couples in the past that will open Ellie’s eyes about 

the sincerity that someone can give when they are in love. She has closed her eyes 

to listen to Rory’s voice, softly reciting the words. “She imagines how Jennifer 

must have felt to be loved, adored, and wanted” (p.319). Jennifer and Ellie both 

have quite similar love lives, forbidden love, which will make Ellie reflect back 

on the love affair she is currently living with John. Husband Jennifer is having an 

affair with a journalist she is deeply in love with and wants him by mail due to a 

long-distance relationship. On the other hand, Ellie loves and wants a married 

man named John. 
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In an effort to find the owner and recipient of the letter which Ellie did also 

to get enlightenment and a red thread in her romance with John, she also 

experienced romantic stories with Rory as quoted below: 

And then Rory’s mouth is on hers, his hands cradling her face, 

and she’s kissing him back, her mind determinedly blank, her 

body simply grateful for the arms that enfold her, his lips upon 

hers. Blank it all out, she begs him silently. Rewrite this page. She 

shifts, feeling vague surprise that for all her desperate longing, 

she can want this man very much. And then she’s unable to think 

of anything at all. (p.319) 

 

The quotation above shows a romantic session from Ellie and Rory which is 

full of emotion. Ellie suddenly felt something different and got the faintest shock 

beneath all her desperate longing. Ellie’s mind was flying everywhere and she 

couldn’t control it anymore. He could have wanted Rory in a very short time. 

Rory hugged Ellie’s body and kissed her lips. Ellie could only surrender to what 

Rory was doing. 

While reading letters from Anthony, Ellie continues to feel like 

investigating further regarding her love story with Jennifer. Apart from that, Ellie 

also felt that these letters could be used as writing to save her faltering career. 

With the information Ellie has collected, she tries to find out where Jennifer and 

Anthony are in order to find the truth about their love story. Ellie was assisted by 

her friend, Rory, who is also an archivist in investigating this love story and this 

made Ellie’s eyes open not to continue the forbidden relationship anymore. 

Finally, Ellie and Rory love each other.  
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CHAPTER IV 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

4.1 Conclusion 

Two main topics have been discussed in this research. The first is the appeal 

of hero and heroine in the selected novels by Jojo Moyes entitled Me Before You, 

The Girl You Left Behind, and The Last Letter From Your Lover. The second is 

the conflict of hero and heroine in these novels. Both of these topics are related to 

the research question in the introduction of this study. 

Me Before You 

Optimistic, that word is the best to describe Will because of his good 

ambition in life. To make his life more useful and not in vain, Will Traynor takes 

advantage of it by doing physical activities such as extreme sports. His holidays 

are always colored with challenging activities in his past. Behind Will’s optimistic 

nature, he becomes a selflessness after an accident befalls him. He became 

selflessness and hopeless in living his life 

Louisa in the is described as a humble person, always feeling lacking, not 

confident, imperfect, and insecure. These feelings arise because of his own 

imagination that describes himself and relates to real conditions. Louisa really 

feels humble and even insecure because even a paralyzed person like Will has a 

past beyond her expectations. The character of Louisa who always feels humble, 

insecure, and can’t do anything because she doesn’t have power in her life. 

The person who always tries to be close to Will for reasons of pity for his 

condition is in fact not the same as Louisa who continues and is always close to 
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him because of his necessities of life. Louisa shows her allegiance to staying with 

Will for that reason and not completely caring about him. Will finally realize that 

the happiness in his suffering was because of Louisa’s presence, so that was the 

reason for Will to continue to live enthusiastically every day. Louisa’s presence 

can make Will change after an accident. However, this still cannot change Will’s 

decision to end his life.  

The Girl You Left Behind 

Liv’s persistence in the story describes so tough when she knew the fact of 

the pictures she had from her dead husband. She is just a poor widow that stand 

and fight for live without a company, her live just full of gray and bloom after her 

husband left her forever. Until the day she met a guy and imagine to start a new 

chapter of love story, but who knows it just becoming the new chapter of her 

persistence to fight for her husband gift. Many chances for her to let it go and 

clear easy way, but she won’t just let something very easy taken from her. Liv is a 

character that true lover and consist to stand for her right. 

Paul is a good father. He has a daughter and his wife died. He is 

professional man that love his job. He works for TRAP which is one institution 

that search for gone tressure or family’s heritage. One time he got very important 

mission to find missing picture from a century ago, at the same time he met Liv 

and get in touch with her. He is also true lover as Liv, the novel describes Paul as 

the confused and frustrated man when he needs to love a woman and stand for his 

job mission for the missing picture. But at the end, Paul made very well for the 
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case, he could make his lover win and keeping what she loves very much in her 

life as she loves Paul. 

This novel tells and gives complicated conflict in two parts of different 

stories. Paul as a professional person and Liv as a true lover should dash one 

problem that bet their own love story, any one of them need to prove the true 

meaning of love. Liv as nothing left in her live after her husband died, she must 

endure something priceless in her live. Paul can’t even imagine how this reality 

happen to him and his lover, this is unreal for him. Jojo Moyes did very well for 

the problem solver, she could just smoothly tell the end of the story by an 

unexpected plot and ending.  

The Last Letter From Your Lover 

Ellie is a curios person about going about her day and shows Ellie busy at 

work after getting a note on her computer that she can get into the file room. Ellie 

herself has a strong fun and energetic charm, she is the woman I want to have in 

my circle of friends, she is relaxed and smart to break the ice. The advantage of 

Ellie is that the main issue in the modern setting of the novel feels fun because the 

mission she carries out is carried out by a woman who feels fun to follow. 

Rory is told as a worker in the librarian who is helpful to everyone including 

Ellie, whom she just met by showing a serious attitude, concentrating, and 

focusing on listening to something important. Rory really cares about Ellie and 

also wants to feel what Ellie is thinking and feeling. In fact, Rory was also ready 

to help Ellie and entertain Ellie. 
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This novel tells two love stories in the present and the past. Therefore, the 

story also has many flashbacks regarding the forbidden love life of Jennifer 

Stirling and Anthony O’Hare in the 60s. Meanwhile, Ellie and Rory’s love story 

in the present is the red thread. Ellie accidentally finds a love letter from 1965. 

Ellie reads the words in the letter over and over. Ellie’s love story is not much 

different from the love story she met through letters. 

From the three novels above, based on the research of the selected novels by 

Jojo Moyes, the researcher found tough similarity motives at the point of love 

story. The researcher has special character in any novels in this paper, she would 

show many of heroic part of story and strong characters with their principle of 

love, sincerity, and unexpected ending. As a reader researcher could not stop 

being amaze in the middle of finding paper, many values and wisdoms in her 

novels. Besides, the researcher adopted three different novels but three of them 

are adorable and m meaningful in the same way.  

4.2 Suggestion 

For further research, the researchers suggests to analyze from other genres, 

for example the adventure and romance genres in other novels. This is to add 

insight to next researchers and readers. Besides that, the next researcher is 

expected to examine the popularity aspect and its influence on society. 
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