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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Literature is a kind of writing which most persistently and provocatively 

engages with the uncanny aspects of experience, thought and feeling (Bennet and 

Royle 35). With this statement, literature was the writing that stimulates and 

influences the reader because a literary work was the result of thoughts, feelings, and 

the mind of a writer that embeds in a work. In addition, Wolfreys, Robbins & 

Womack state that literature has been used to designate any imaginative, creative, and 

fictional writing, whether in poetry, drama or prose (62). 

Novel is a kind of prose. The term "novel" is now applied to a great variety of 

writing that has in common only the attribute of being extended works of fiction 

written in prose (Abrams 190). According to the definition, prose has variety of 

writing; novel is one of prose which tells about human life. Novel was also called the 

work of fiction extended in prose. 

The psychology and literature are closely related in the field of human 

inquiry. The author uses psychological insights to inform their art, literature and 

psychologists to use literature in order to help their research into human behavior and 

even readers can do the same (Gillespie 43). From the statement, literature and 
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psychology fields that have a function in life. Both of them are used in researching 

human beings as individuals and social beings, especially in everyday behavior. 

Therefore, the psychological approach is considered important to investigate the 

behavior of character that exists in the literary work. 

The novel A Thousand Splendid Suns was published in 2007. The author is 

Khaled Hosseini. He is an Afghanistan-American writer. He lives in the San Jose 

with his family, California now (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khaled_Hosseini). 

Mariam is the main character in A Thousand Splendid Suns novel. The novel tells 

Mariam’s tragic life starting from her age of five to her death. 

The researcher uses A Thousand Splendid Suns novel because it has good 

story which tells about the life of Mariam which is an illegitimate child of Nana and 

Jalil. Formerly Nana is a servant in the house of Jalil. Mariam is a quiet, thoughtful 

child at the beginning of the story. Her mother commits suicide after Mariam runs 

away at age 15 because Mariam visits Jalil's house, but she is rejected by Jalil. 

Mariam is plagued by guilt that controls her for much of her life, which contributes to 

her tolerance at being married to the abusive Rasheed, although she was fifteen year 

old and he was forty five year old. Rasheed is a widower and shoemaker in Kabul. At 

first, she was comfortable because Rasheed treated her decently. Mariam’s happiness 

was lost when she was miscarriaged. During her long marriage to Rasheed, Mariam's 

inability to have children turns her into a resentful, bitter, and fearful woman. This 

helps her understand her own mother better. However, Mariam's life changes with the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khaled_Hosseini
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arrival of Laila, Rasheed's second wife. Through her love for Laila and Laila's 

children, Mariam is able to fulfill her wish to be a mother and to finally give and 

receive love. Even she is brave to sacrifice for the happiness of Laila and Laila's 

children. The last, before Mariam is dead, she was thinking if her life is full of 

happiness and not regret. She is simply grateful for the opportunity to know Laila and 

her children for as long as she could. 

Then the researcher chooses A Thousand Splendid Suns novel because there is 

interesting part in the story is how the major character Mariam sacrifices herself for 

the sake of her affection for Laila, Aziza, and Zalmi. She has killed Rasheed who 

would kill Laila. Mariam was aware if she will be executed, but she did not regret 

because she want to protect Laila. If Laila was dead, Aziza and Zalmi will be sad. 

The second interesting part is how Mariam tries to be happy by loving of Laila, 

Aziza, and Zalmi. Laila is the second wife of her husband. Considering the 

explanation, this thesis tries to find out unstated idea from the author by analyzing the 

sacrifice that is portrayed in the story by Mariam and it will be a guidance to know 

the effect of the sacrifice to her. 

The researcher chooses one of Hosseini’s novels because he is the author 

which follows up with another searing epic of Afghanistan in turmoil. The story 

covers three decades of anti-Soviet jihad, civil war and Taliban tyranny through the 

lives of two women. Two of these women are struggling with their destiny. The novel 

is having a set of war in Afghanistan from 1970 until the 2000s is endorsed by hard 
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custom and law. Hosseini gives a forceful but nuanced portrait of a patriarchal 

despotism where women are agonizingly dependent on fathers, husbands and 

especially sons, the bearing of male children being their sole path to social status 

(http://www.publishersweekly.com/978-1-59448-950-1). 

With this background of study that have been mentioned, the researcher want 

to analyze one of the main characters, Mariam, in the novel entitled A Thousand 

Splendid Suns which was written by Khaled Hosseini using personality theory and 

psychoanalysis of Freud. 

 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

Based on the background of the study, the researcher formulates the problems 

as follows: 

1. What are Mariam’s personalities that affect her decision to sacrifice for 

other in Hosseini's A Thousand Splendid Suns? 

2. How do Mariam’s personalities influence her sacrifice in Hosseini's A 

Thousand Splendid Suns? 

 

1.3 Objective the Study 

Based on the statement of problem, the researcher formulates the objectives as 

follows: 

http://www.publishersweekly.com/978-1-59448-950-1
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1. To describe Mariam’s personalities that affect her decision to sacrifice for 

other in Hosseini's A Thousand Splendid Suns. 

2. To know Mariam’s personalities influence her sacrifice in Hosseini's A 

Thousand Splendid Suns. 

 

 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

This study focuses on the character of Mariam, the main character in Khaled 

Hosseini's A Thousand Splendid Suns. The limitation of the study is certainly about 

Mariam’s sacrifice that has a relation with her psychological aspect. This study also 

limits the analysis on Mariam's sacrifice for Laila, Aziza, and Zalmi. The researcher 

wants to analyze it from psychological side. Therefore, this study will only be 

concentrating on finding Mariam’s personalities influence her sacrifice that is 

portrayed in the story and the effect that she has experienced. 

 

1.5 Significant of the Study 

The study would like to discuss about Mariam’s sacrifice for other. By using 

psychoanalytic theory, it is expected that the reader can get further understanding 

about human’s mind and behavior of Mariam sacrifices herself. Hopefully, this 

research will be very useful in helping student toward good comprehension in 

analyzing literary character, to be closer and care about people's condition around 
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and, no doubt, to help them. At last, this study can be considered as a contribution to 

the literary study especially for students in English Letter Department in State 

University of Islamic Studies Sunan Ampel Surabaya and helpful for other 

researchers who are interested to analyze the same topic. 

 

1.6 Method of the Study 

The study uses the novel of A Thousand Splendid Suns as the main source. 

Furthermore, the researcher collected the additional data in the library and red some 

internet source. The researcher will gain information from the books, articles, journal 

that support this study. The researcher will use descriptive qualitative method in 

presenting the analysis. 

There are several steps to collect the data, as follows: 

1. Read the novel of A Thousand Splendid Suns carefully for several times to 

learn more about the content of the novel. 

2. Underline and noting the data in the form of narration and conversation 

from the novel. 

3. Classifies the text from the novel which supports the analysis. 

There are several steps to analyze the data, as follows: 

1. Analyzing the data collected using related theories dealing with two points 

of the statement of problem.  

2. Giving the best conclusion based on the result of data analysis.  
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1.7 Definition of Key Term 

The important terms in the analysis notes is need, are listed as follows: 

1. Id      : It is seen as the biological component of 

Personality (Hall and Lindzey 68). 

2. Ego  : It is seen as psychological component (Hall and 

Lindzey 68). 

3. Superego  : It is seen as social component (Hall and Lindzey 68). 

4. Personality        : Freud believed that the total personality is organized 

into three major systems three major system of 

personality are the id, the ego, and the super ego 

works together to create complex human behavior 

(Sulaiman 7).  

5. Sacrifice        : It is giving up something for something else  

 (Encyclopedia of Psychology and Religion).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


