CHAPTER 11

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

This chapter presents some theories which are related to the study for
example the nature of paragraph, three-paragraph component which are topic
sentence, supporting sentences, concluding sentence and its good criteria. In addition,
this chapter also presents some journals which have similarities with this study. To
make them clear, there will be some detail explanation in the following parts of this

chapter.

A. Theoretical Framework
1. Paragraph
a. The Nature of Paragraph

Paragraph is the crucial aspect in academic writing. The
students have to write many kinds of paragraph to do their assignments
such as writing journal, essay, thesis and others.! If they do not break
their writing into some paragraphs, readers will be stressful to
understand what the students write. As a result, they have to join

remedial class because of their bad mark in writing. In fact, paragraph is

Cyntia A. Boardman and Jia Frydenberg. Writing to Communicate Paragraph and Essays. 3™
ed.(USA: Person,2008), 3.



like the draft of writing.? Each paragraph has its own purpose to deliver
complete message to readers. When the message is not delivered to
readers well, it means the writing is bad. Therefore, following the rules
of writing paragraph based on academic writing style is important for
the students in the university.

Many ideas mention about the length of sentences in a
paragraph. Winifret Belmon stated that a paragraph should have five
sentences minimally up to ten sentences.® In contrast, Audity
Chakravarty opposed that a very long passage will confuse readers. In
this case, a writer may just write one or two sentences if a paragraph has
been understandable.* However, the paragraph will be nothing if the
sentences have not delivered the clear message to readers yet. Moreover,
readers will say that the paragraph is bad because of unclear discussion.
Therefore, a writer should consider the length sentences in a paragraph

to produce paragraph’s clarity.

’Elizabeth Henning, Sarah Gravett, and Wilhelm Van Rensburg. Finding Your Way in Academic
Writing.2™ ed. (Pretoria:Van Schaik Publisher,2005), 78.

¥ Winifred Belmon and Michael Sharkey. The Easy Writer formal Writing for Academic Purpose. 3™
ed.(Pearson:Australia,2011), 224.
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Audity Chakravarty. Grammar and Usage for Better Writing. (USA:Amsco School

Publication,2004), 233.



b. Types of Paragraphs

According to Anker, many types of paragraphs are seen from

the purposes. They are:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Narration

The purpose of this paragraph is to amuse, tell and inform
the readers by the writer’s own story or the imaginative story.
Illustration

This paragraph represents the writer’s opinion by giving
the examples of the phenomenon happen in the world in the
supporting sentences.
Description

A writer commonly talks about the characteristics of
something which can be smelt, heard, seen, taught, and tasted.
Process analysis

This paragraph tells readers about the ways something
works or how to make something systematically.
Classification

This paragraph talks about the classification of something.
For example when someone talks about textbook, then he mentions
things that are categorized in the textbook such as mathematic,

history, English and others.
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6) Definition
This paragraph discusses about the meaning of term or
concept or people know it as scientific words.
7) Comparison and contrast
This paragraph tells readers about similarities or
differences.
8) Cause and effect
A paragraph discusses about reasons and consequences of
something happen.
9) Argument
A paragraph is about the writer’s opinion about issues

happen in the world.

2. Three Important of Paragraph Component
To compose a well-crafted paragraph, a writer has to pay attention
to the three main components in the paragraph itself. They are:
a. Topic Sentence
1) Definition of Topic Sentence
Topic sentence is the head of a paragraph. It helps readers to
figure out discussion in a paragraph. Joann Rishel Kozyrev stated that

“a topic is the subject of the paragraph; it is what the paragraph is
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about”.> Then, Winifred Belmon and Michael Sharkey completed the
meaning of topic sentence including the origin of topic sentence

words. He said:

The word ‘topic” comes from the Greek word topikos, which
means ‘pertaining to place’. A topic is a specific area
marked out for discussion. The topic sentence gives the
reader a clear indication of what the paragraph will be about.
The topic sentence is the most general sentence of the
paragraph and it provides focus for the entire passage.®

By these statements, topic sentence can be called as the center
paragraph.

Moreover, topic sentence delivers essential information in
paragraph. Betty Mattix Dietsch explained that sometimes topic
sentence informed readers about what happened, reason something
happened, the place of something happen or the time something
happened.” Furthermore, Thomson Writing Program on Duke
University stated that if a paragraph has no topic sentence, readers
would be stressful to understand messages in a paragraph itself.® By
these cases, it can be seen that topic sentence is like preview in

paragraph.

® Regina L.Smalley. Mary K. Ruetten . and Joann Rishel Kozyrev. Refining Composition Skills
Rethorical and Grammar. 5" ed. (USA:Heinle Cengange Learning, 2001), 13.

® Winifred Belmon and Michael Sharkey. The Easy Writer formal Writing ... 225.

” Betty Mattix Dietsch. Reasoning and Writing Well. 4" ed. (Newyork:MC.Grawhill, 2005), 81.
#Thomson Writing PrO%ram Duke University. “Topic Sentences” (http://twp.duke.edu/writing-studio
accessed on Monday, 9" of July, 2014).
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2) The Positions of the Topic Sentence
Topic sentence is not always in the beginning of paragraph.
A writer may show the focus of the paragraph in the middle, and in
the end of paragraph. There is no rule to write topic sentence in
certain position. Even, some experts stated that topic sentence may
not directly appear, but it is implied in the whole of sentences of
paragraph. Therefore, there are three kinds of topic sentence position
which can be used.
a) Topic Sentence in the Beginning
Showing topic sentence in the beginning of paragraph is
the effective way. It helps a writer to systemize his/her writing in
order to focus on the topic. As a result, readers can be easy to
figure out the main idea of a passage. In addition, it also helps
readers which are in hurry to read many pages of paragraphs to
catch the point of a paragraph itself. Here is the example of topic
sentence in the beginning.

Constructing a wedding cake is a complicated process.
Before any baking takes place, the size of the cake and the
decorative design to be used must be determined. Then the
layers are baked. On a large cake the bottom layers may be
as much as sixteen inches in diameter. Because of their
size, these layers must be baked one at a time, a process
which may actually take an entire day. Once the layers are
cooled, same-size pairs are matched and frosted. Since
large wedding cakes are surprisingly heavy, half-inch
dowel rods must be measured, cut, and carefully driven
into the bottom layers. These wooden posts provide hidden
support for the weighty upper layers. When all the layers
are set in place, flowers, garlands and leaves of frosting
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are added. These delicate touches individualize the
wedding cake and transform it from merely a cake into a
culinary work of art. °

b) Topic Sentence in the Middle
This kind of topic sentence may little bit challenge than
others, because writer begins a paragraph with general
explanation. However, it does not help readers who are in hurry
because they have to read each sentence in paragraph cautiously to
find topic sentence. Here is the example of paragraph with topic
sentence in the middle.

Mrs. Clark, who teaches math, is explaining an essential
aspect of the subject. She noticed that Fred is staring at her
with unblinking eyes, his body taut and erect, his feet flat on
the floor. She discerns no motion whatever from Fred. Do
you think that Fred is listening to the lecture, evaluating
Mrs. Clark is saying? If you think he is interested, you are
wrong. A young teacher unaccustomed to this posture might
fall for it, but a more experienced educator would not. Fred
has turned his teacher off and is using a cover-up technique
to convince her that he 1s “all ears.

-Gerald L.Nierenberg and Henry H.Calero, How To Read A
Person Like A Book."™

c) Topic Sentence in the End
A writer sometimes used this kind of topic sentence
because he wants to show the importance of topic to readers. He

seems indirectly tells readers that his claim is true so readers have

*Rochester Institute of Technology. “Placement of the Topic Sentence”
(http://www.rit.edu/ntid/rate/sea/processes/paragraph/process/placement accessed on July, 2" 2015).

% pid.
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the end of paragraph.

many illiterates cannot read the admonition on a pack of
cigarettes. Neither the Surgeon Genral’s warning nor its
reproduction on the package can alert them to the risks.
Although most people leran by word of mouth that
smoking is related to a number of grave physical
disorders, they do not get the chance to read the detailed
stories which can document this danger with the
vividness that turns concern into determination to resist.
They can see the handsome cowboy or the slim Virginia
lady lighting up a filter cigarette; they cannot heed the
words that tell them that this product is (not “may be”)
dangerous to their heath. Sixty million men and women
are condemned to be the unalerted high-risk candidates
for cancer

-Jonatahn Kozol, “The Human Cost of am lIlliterate
Society.."*

3) Criteria of Good Topic Sentence

Checkett stated that:

The controlling idea states what the writer will be
developing about the subject of the paragraph, and it
contains the writer’s attitude toward the subject. The
controlling idea limits what you can say about the topic
subject so that you don’t stray to other subjects or ideas."

14

to agree with his claim. Here is the example of topic sentence in

Writing topic sentence has two important aspects. The first is
topic. Topic shows certain theme of paragraph. If a paragraph has no
topic, it will inform imprecise information so readers will be difficult
to understand a paragraph. The second is controlling idea which
represents as opinion of topic. A paragraph will be confusing if the

controlling idea is not clear. Gayle Feng Checkett and Lawrence

2Feng Gayle Checkett and Lawrence Checkett. The Write Start Sentences to Paragraphs. 4" ed.
(USA:Wadsworth Cengage Learning,2010), 134.
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It can be concluded that paying attention about both of topic and

controlling idea is the most important thing in topic sentence.
Moreover, a good topic sentence met the following criteria.'®

They are:

a) It fits the size of the assignment.

The assignment here means paragraph and essay. Each
paragraph has topic sentence and each essay has the broader topic
sentence to control the other paragraphs which is called as thesis
statement.

b) It states a single main point or position about a topic.

If a paragraph states more than one topic, it will be
confusing to read. It means a writer does not understand well
about a paragraph she writes. In addition Susan Anker also stated
that topic sentence may have more than one controlling idea as
long as it is still closely related to the topic and covers the
discussion which will be explained in the paragraph.** For
example, “High schools should sell healthy food instead of junk
food because (1) it is better for students, (2) it is often less

expensive, and (3) it can boost levels of energy and attention”. ™

BBSusan Anker. Real Writing with Readings. Paragraph and Essays for College, work, and Everyday
Life. 5" ed. (USA:Bedford/St. martin’s,2010), 58.

“ Ibid., 65.

™ Ibid.
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d)
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It is specific.

If a writer presents not specific idea, there will be
ambiguity in paragraph. Readers will have different perspective
with a writer’s opinion. However, a writer has to guide readers’
perspective to agree with her opinion. Therefore, specific idea is
better than general idea to avoid readers’ confusion.

It is something you can show, explain, or prove.

To catch readers’ attention to keep reading a paragraph,
topic sentence should consist of provable statement. If a writer
presents reality or something which is the truth as topic sentence,
it will be worthless explanation because it is easy to answer by yes
or no and readers have known it well.*®
Itis a forceful statement.

Forceful statement means strong opinion which can

force readers to agree with the statement.

In addition, a writer also should pay attention about the

grammatical structure of the statement. Chris Juzwiak stated that “to

write the topic sentence, simply take the main idea from your outline

and make sure that it is a complete sentence with a subject, a verb, and

SCyntia A, Bordman and Jia Frydenberg. Writing to Communicate Paragraph and Essays... 4.
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a complete thought”.!” In short, the simple structure is enough to write

topic sentence.

b. Supporting Sentences
1) Definition of Supporting Sentences

Supporting sentences represents a writer’s creativity to prove
main idea as clear as possible. The clarity of supporting sentences
itself can be created by giving “collection of examples, facts, or
evidence that shows, explains, or proves your main point”.*® Besides,
Martin L. Aurnadet and Marry Ellen Barret added that a writer may
strengthen topic sentence by giving “details, anecdotes, facts, and
statistics”.'® Furthermore, Bob Branan completed those ways to
convince readers by “giving the examples which are like facts,
statistics, information whether from print sources, electronic sources,
or interview, secondhand anecdote, comparison, what-if situation, and
dialogue”.?® By these ways, a writer has many choices to demonstrate

reliable proofs to readers.

" Chris Juzwiak. Stepping stones A Guided Approach to Writing Sentences and Paragraphs. (USA:
Cambridge University Press,2009), 131.

'8 Susan Anker. Real Writing with Readings... 72.

“Martin L. Aunadet and Marry Ellen Barret. Paragarph Development. A Guide for Students of English
as Second Language. (New Jersey:Prentice Hall,1981), 21.

“Bob Branan. 4 Writer’s Workshop. Crafting Sentences Building Paragraphs.(Newyork:MC.Graw
Hill,2010), 279.
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To give credible evidences in supporting sentences, a writer
needs to consider the quality than quantity of the sentences.”* The
quality here does not mean the long sentences in a paragraph. Long
sentences may confuse readers. However, the quality here means few
sentences but clear. Betty Mattix Diestch stated that a writer might
write three or four sentences to prove main idea.?? It can be enough to

support the topic sentence if it is presented clearly.

Kind of Supporting Sentences
There are two kinds of supporting sentences according to

Susan Anker.

a) The first is primary support point. In this support, a writer
convinces main idea which is related to controlling idea of topic
sentence.

b) The second is secondary support point. It is such the specific part
of primary support point. It clarifies the primary support sentence.
By these kinds support points, the paragraph will be more clear

and understandable for the readers.

%! Betty Mattix Dietsch. Reasoning and Writing Well... 82.

2 I pid.
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Similarly, Cyntia A. Boardman also mentioned about these
two kinds of supporting sentences in different name. She called it as
major supporting sentence which was same as primary support point
and minor supporting sentence which is same as secondary support
point.?® Here is the example of the two kinds of support points*:

Table 2. the Example of Paragraph with Major
and Minor Supporting Sentences

Topic Sentence (TS)
Golden Week in Japan is a combined celebration of four holidays

Major Supporting Sentence (SS)
The first takes place on April 29", the birthday of the
Emperor Showa,and commemorates the 64 years that he
was in power
Minor Supporting Sentences (Ss)
This day marks the establishment of the Japanese
Constitution on May 3,1947

3) Criteria of Good Supporting Sentences
Good supporting sentences meet the following criteria.?
They are:
a) It relates to your main point.
For example, if a writer talks about the beauty of the

girls, he has to elaborate the reasons why he says about it.

ZCyntia A, Bordman and Jia Frydenberg. Writing to Communicate Paragraph and Essays. ... 8.
205

Ibid.
®Bob Branan. A Writer’s Workshop. Crafting Sentences Building Paragraphs .. 73.
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b) It considers your readers.
A writer has to show a precise and interesting sentences
so readers keep reading a passage.
c) Itis detailed and specific.
It consists of clear explanation in order to bring readers’

understanding of writer’s meaning.

c. Concluding Sentence
1) Definition of Concluding Sentence

Conclusion is also the important part other than topic
sentence and supporting details. When a writer composes conclusion,
readers know that a writer has understood well about the paragraph.
As aresult, readers satisfy with a paragraph. On the other hand, when
a writer omits it, readers sometimes think that a writer does not
comprehend the passage well.?® It can be seen that conclusion is the
crucial think to pay attention in the paragraph.

According to Folse et al, there are various ways to write the

conclusion sentence.?” They are:

% Chris Juzwiak. Stepping Stones. A Guided Aproach to Writing Sentences and Paragraphs... 163.
27 Keith S. Folse, April Mochmore Vokuon, and Ain nd Elena Vest. Great Writing 2. Great Paragraph
3" ed. (USA:Heinle Cengage Learning, 2010), 76.



2 |bid., 73.
2 Ipid., 72.
% 1pid., 66.

a) Restate the main idea

The example is “when people have a hard time falling asleep at
night, there are three things that they can do to relax before going
to sleep. One of the most pleasant ways to relax is imagine a
beautiful and peaceful place. This requires a creative mind, but it
is very effective. Another common method is to practice deep-
breathing exercises. These rhythmic exercises are good for
getting rid of the tension that causes people to stay awake. A
third method is to listen to relaxing music, such as classical or
baroque music. Baroque music is also popular because it helps
students study better. Some people have developed unique ways
to help them fall asleep, by these three methods are extremely
effective for the majority of people with sleep problems.?

b) Offer suggestion

The example is “swimming pools can be beautiful, but they need
to be maintained every day. First, you must check the amount of
chlorine in a swimming pool. If there is not enough chlorine, the
pool might begin to grow algae. In addition, you must check the
pH level, especially after a rainstorm. Certain chemicals can be
added to make sure that the pH level of the pool water is
balanced. If you accidentally swallow some of these chemicals,
you have to go to the doctor at once. Finally, you should remove
any leaves and small insects that are in the pool. By doing all
these things, you can be certain that your pool will last a very
long time.”

c) Give an opinion

The example is “if you are searching for an interesting career,
think about becoming a flight attendant. First of all, flight
attendant receive a large amount of training for their job. They
learn about interpersonal skills, customer service, and safety.
Second, every time flight attendants go to work, their scenery
changes. They could be in Korea one day and New York the next.
Sometimes, they even get to stay in a city one or two days before
flying home. In addition, flight attendants get bargain price on
airline tickets for vacation. Imagine spending no more than a few
dollars for a flight anywhere in the world! Finally, flight
attendants get to meet a wide variety of people from all over the
world. For a truly exciting career, consider becoming a flight
attendant because the benefits are worth it. ">

21
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d) Make a prediction

The example is “nowadays, sports car becomes the new lifestyle
in Indonesia. Young people tend to buy them because they want
to look “cool” to their friends. It is much easier for young person
to impress other people with a fast sports car than with your
father’s minivan. Wealthy people, however, enjoy sports car
because they want to show others that they have status in their
community. | have never seen a doctor or a lawyer driving
around in an old station wagon. Finally, sports can appeal to
adventures. Adventures are people who like to take risks on the
road. Whatever the reasons, | think sports are here to stay.*

2) Criteria of Good Conclusion Sentence
Regarding to the important of conclusion in the paragraph,
good conclusion in a paragraph should summarize the discussion in
the paragraph.®? The summary itself can be written by giving opinion,
offering suggestion, or making prediction. In addition, concluding
sentence should not show new terms or opinion which is not

mentioned in the topic sentence.®

3. Problems in Writing Paragraph
Actually, the problem in paragraph cannot be adequately
determined because each writer has his/her own way to write a paragraph.

However, here are some the troubleshooting in writing paragraph®*:

* Ibid., 51.

%2 Ann Hogue. First Step in Academic Writing.2"™ ed. (USA:Pearson,2008), 48.

®Kathleen McMillan and Jonathan Weyers. How to Write Essays and Assignments. (UK: Pearson,
2010), 91.

$University of North Carolina at Chape Hill. “Paragraphs”
(http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/paragraphs/ accessed on March, 30™ 2015).
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a. The paragraph has no topic sentence
It is big problem because the discussion in a paragraph will not
focus and readers get confused to read the passage.
b. The paragraph has more than one controlling idea
Topic will be nothing if a writer inserts more than one
controlling idea in a paragraph. Readers may think that the writer is very
enthusiastic to share his/her ideas, but that is not good habit to produce
the effective paragraph
c. Transitions are needed in the paragraph
Transition sometimes is needed in a paragraph to arrange
logical thinking. In contrast, it sometimes does not need to use if each

sentences in the paragraph has been clear each other.

B. Previous Studies

In composing this thesis, seven theses which have similarities with the
focus of this research were found. First, three theses discussed about grammatical
errors. They were “A Study of Error Analysis of Second Class of SMA
Muhammadiyah 2 Pucang Surabaya in Paragraph Writing”, “Analysis of Error in
Paragraph Writing in English by Second Year Geography and History Students at
University of Baghdad” and “An Error Analysis of Students Paragraph Writing
Skills at the Second Grade of English Department in A Private University in

Cirebon.” Secondly, three theses talked about grammatical and the content of the
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paragraph. They were “Analysis of Errors in Paragraph Writing in English by
First Year Medical Students from the Four Medical Schools at Mahidol
University”, “An Analysis of Iraqi EFL Learners’ Errors in Paragraph Writing”,
and  “Paragraph-level Errors in Chinese Undergraduate EFL Learners’
Composition: A Case Study.” Moreover, one thesis discussed about paragraph
component. It was entitled “The Study of Error in Paragraph Writing on Iranian
EFL Students” discussed about the difference of students’ ability in writing topic
sentence, supporting details, and conclusion from pre test to the post-test.

1. Theses about mechanical errors in writing paragraph.

a. “A Study of Error Analysis of Second Class of SMA Muhammadiyah 2
Pucang Surabaya in Paragraph Writing”.** She used triangulation
research design to answer two different questions. The first question was
about the types of errors in paragraph writing made by second class of
IPA 1 of SMAM 2 Pucang Surabaya which was answered qualitatively
and the second question was about the possible causes of errors in
paragraph writing made by second class of IPA of SMAM 2 Pucang
Surabaya which was answered quantitatively. The results of the first
question was 173 occurrences of all kind of errors which the most error
found was in misformation which occurred 86 times out of 173 errors or

49,7%. Then, it was followed by omission (18,5%), capitalization

®Anisa Hermawati. Bachelor Thesis:’A Study of Error Analysis of Second Class of SMA
Muhammadiyah 2 Pucang Surabaya in Paragraph Writing: (Surabaya: IAIN Sunan Ampel
Surabaya,2009).
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(14,5%), addition (7,5%), punctuation (4,6%) , misordering (3,5%), and
transitional signal (1,7%). The second result was because of the
confusion about the English rules which were more complicated then
Indonesia and different concept of tenses between English and
Indonesia, not understanding the grammatical in the writing composition
well, and because of the enjoyment using capital letter even though it

was wrong in writing.

b. Sawsan Saud Aziz wrote “Analysis of Error in Paragraph Writing in
English by Second Year Geography and History Students at University
of Baghdad”.*® He carried out the questions about the frequent errors on
Geography and History students’ paragraph which was done by test and
the different errors’ frequency between Geography and History students
at University of Baghdad. The result of the first question was three
errors’ category occurred on Geography and History students’
paragraph. They were grammatical, mechanical, and lexical errors.
Word spelling which was the part of mechanical errors became the
highest errors in Geography and History students’ paragraph. for the
second result, the frequency of word spelling errors on Geography

students was 265 errors and its frequency on History students was 335

% Aziz Saud Sawsan. Analysis of Error in Paragraph Writing in English by Second Year Geography
and History Students at University of Baghdad. (Baghdad:University of Baghdad,) vol.22(2)2011).
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errors. It meant that the null hypothesis is accepted ,which mentioned
that Geography and History students had no different errors in writing

English paragraph.

c. Ria Ayulina Nurbaeti wrote thesis entitled “An Error Analysis of
Students Paragraph Writing Skills at the Second Grade of English
Department in A Private University in Cirebon”.*” She analyzed about
the verb errors which was found in narrative text by descriptive
research. The finding of this research was the students did not use past

tense form in the verbs and they did not write narrative paragraph.

2. Theses about grammatical and the content of the paragraph
a. Anchalee Sattayatham and Pongrat Ratanapinyowong wrote “Analysis of
Errors in Paragraph Writing in English by First Year Medical Students
from the Four Medical Schools at Mahidol University”.*® The study was
to find the common errors, which happened in opinion paragraph
writing and the errors’ comparison among Siriraj Medical students to
three other medical schools at Mahidol University, by chi-square test.

There were 134 Medical students. They were asked to read the medical

¥ Ria Ayulina Nurbaeti. An Error Analysis of Students Paragraph Writing Skills at the Second Grade
of English Department in A Private University in Cirebon. (Cirebon: Swadaya Gunung Jati
University,2013).

% Anchalee Sattayatham and Pongrat Ratanapinyowong. Analysis of Errors in Paragraph Writing in
English by First Year Medical Students from the Four Medical Schools at Mahidol
University.(Bangkok:Mahidol University,2008).
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passages from the internet and then, they wrote opinion paragraph. The
errors’ criteria which was used in the research were 1) inability to
perform the assigned task because of not understanding the question, 2)
no introduction, 3) lack of main ideas, 4) no topic sentence stating the
main points, 5) lack of development of the main ideas (adding details
and facts about the main point), 6) lack of organization, 7) accumulation
of errors in sentence structure and / or usage, 8) no transitional words, 9)
incoherence, and 10) no conclusion. The most errors found were no
transitional words, lack of organization, no introduction and no
conclusion. Then, the comparison among four schools, whom are PI,
BM, SI, RA in Mahidol Univeristy was Pl students as the weakest

group in writing opinion paragraph which were followed by BM group.

b. Thesis from Shurooq Abboodi Ali entitled “An Analysis of Iraqi EFL
Learners’ Errors in Paragraph Writing”.39 He examined the errors which
commonly happened on the simple, intermediate, and advanced level of
paragraph writing. The errors in his research were about grammatical
structure and sentence’s coherence. They were tenses; verbs; auxiliary
verb; prepositions; conjunctions; articles; inflectional S; singular nouns;

pronoun; infinitive; sentence structure; punctuation marks; spelling;

% Ali Abboodi Shurooq. An Analysis of Iraqi EFL Learners’ Errors in Paragraph Writing. (Iraq:
Baghdad University,2013).
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lexical items; consistency in tense; pronoun and vocabulary; omission of
unnecessary words and topic sentence, body, concluding sentence,
unity, coherence, and development and completeness. The result of the
study was coherence as the highest problem in the three different level

of paragraph writing.

c. Thesis from Meihu Liu entitled “Paragraph-level Errors in Chinese
Undergraduate EFL Learners’ Composition: A Case Study”.*® The
Errors in his research meant errors in paragraph unity, paragraph
development, paragraph coherence, and inconsistency in point of view.
He examined four different questions, which were 1) about the general
profile of the paragraph-level errors made by the university EFL
students in their English writing, 2) how the errors developed in the
different three tasks in eight weeks, 3) how the students’ errors related
to their writing performance, and 4) the general sources for the errors.
The first finding was the students of Chinese Undergraduate non-
English majors got the highest errors in development, then, followed by
errors in coherence, unity and inconsistency in point of view. The
second finding was paragraph development and coherence’s errors

increased in the last two tasks because it increased when it was summed

“ Meihua Liu. Paragraph-level Errors in Chinese Undergraduate EFL Learners’ Compoition: A Case
Stud. (China:Tsinghua University,2011).
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up from the first task up to the third tasks. Surprisingly, the third finding
was the errors were inversely related to the students’ writing
performance. The reason of unrelated errors with students’ writing
performance was the lack of writing practice and the influence of

Chinese.

3. Thesis about paragraph component

Thesis from Ali Akbar Khansir, Masomeh Ahrami, and Abdullah
Hajivandi entitled “The Study of Error in Paragraph Writing on Iranian EFL
Students”.** They examined the improvement of medical science and health
services students’ ability in writing paragraph which concern about topic
sentence, supporting details, and conclusion. They did the research by
experimental research which was used pre-test and post-test during the
course. The result of this research was the improvement of the students’
ability in writing paragraph concerning to topic sentence, supporting detail,
and conclusion started from pre-test to post-test. In this case, the researchers
said that English and learning strategies could be responsible to the increase

or decrease the number of errors in the effective writing.

“'Ali Akbar Khansir, Masomeh Ahrami, and Abdullah Hajivandi. The Study of Error in Paragraph
Writing on Iranian EFL Students. (Iran: Busher&Azad University,2013).
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This research is different from the theses found above. Those theses
above discussed about the grammatical errors, the errors of the whole aspects in
paragraph including coherence and unity of the paragraph and the comparison
between pre — test and post test in writing components of paragraph. Besides, non
— English major mostly examined the theses. In contrast, this research analyzes the
students’ shortcoming in writing topic sentence, supporting sentences, and
conclusion sentence in paragraph. Besides, this research has not been examined in
Indonesia.  In this case, the researcher is interested to analyze “Students’
Shortcomings in Writing Paragraph at UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya’s FEnglish

Teacher Education Department. ”



