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ABSTRACT 

Syairiyah, Marthalita N. (2019). Prue’s Imagination for Impassable Wilderness on 

Colin Meloy’s Novel of Wildwood. English Department. Advisor: Abu Fanani, 

M.Pd 

Keyword: Imagination, dream, and Impassable Wildernes 

 

This thesis is studying the  imagination which appears in child’s mind on the 

novel of Wildwood written by Colin Meloy and the causes why the imagination 

appears. Sometimes the children like to imagine with what they see, hear, and read. 

In this novel, Prue is one of the children who experience adventure by her 

imagination. 

This study is conducted to enrich the topic about imagination. Imagination in 

the object is analyzed using dream theory by Sigmund Freud. This research is using 

qualitative method. The novel of Wildwood by Colin Meloy is the primary data 

source. While, the supporting data are taken from secondary data source.  

The researcher found two main results of this study. First is Prue’s imagination 

before she entered the Impassable Wilderness. The second result is the causes of 

Prue’s imagination towards Impassable Wilderness. Their imagination sometimes 

seems real even though not all of their imagination become real. But, this novel 

makes one of the children becomes real when she faces the problem of that myth. 

 

  



 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

viii 

 

 

INTISARI 

Syairiyah, Marthalita N. (2019). Prue’s Imagination for Impassable Wilderness on 

Colin Meloy’s Novel of Wildwood. English Department. Advisor: Abu Fanani, 

M.Pd 

Kata kunci: Imajinasi, mimpi, dan tempat yang tidak dapat dilewati 

 

 Tesis ini mempelajari imajinasi yang muncul di benak anak-anak tentang 

novel Wildwood yang ditulis oleh Colin Meloy dan penyebab mengapa imajinasi itu 

muncul. Terkadang anak-anak suka membayangkan dengan apa yang mereka lihat, 

dengar, dan baca. Dalam novel ini, Prue adalah salah satu anak yang mengalami 

petualangan dengan imajinasinya. 

 Penelitian ini dilakukan untuk memperkaya topik tentang imajinasi. Imajinasi 

pada objek dianalisis menggunakan teori mimpi oleh Sigmund Freud. Penelitian ini 

menggunakan metode kualitatif. Novel Wildwood oleh Colin Meloy adalah sumber 

data primer. Sedangkan data pendukung diambil dari sumber data sekunder. 

 Peneliti menemukan dua hasil utama dari penelitian ini. Pertama adalah 

imajinasi Prue sebelum dia memasuki Impassable Wilderness. Hasil kedua adalah 

penyebab imajinasi Prue terhadap Impassable Wilderness. Imajinasi mereka kadang-

kadang tampak nyata meskipun tidak semua imajinasi mereka menjadi nyata. Tapi di 

novel ini menjadikan imajinasi seorang anak menjadi nyata ketika dia menghadapi 

masalah tentang mitos tersebut.  
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study 

Literature is a creative work that is created by human which produces art. 

As the literature is a creative work, the thoughts and the personality of the 

creator may be conveyed through the products. Literature as a work of art may 

depict or represent the feeling and the experience of the writer (Makin, 2017: 

1). Mostly, when the person is unable to express his or her feeling honestly, he 

will need some alternative way to express the feeling and experience to tell the 

world, either it will be an art of melody, picture, or words. Art of words 

collection is called literature. Literature speaks the truth and beauty of life in 

this world (Sari, 2016: 1). Work of literature is something that serves certain 

pleasure to every art lover as the elements of fiction, creative and imaginative 

parts as the designs of literary work (Wellek and Warren, 1948: 18). Those 

elements are poured into one work within the right form of words and plot that 

will create such beautiful work. The transmission from the writer’s abstract 

thoughts into a solid joy people may enjoy, it will be felt in any form of art 

such as poetry, novel, short stories, and so on.  

Prose can be seen in novel, magazine, letter, news and etc. The prose is a 

term to express a sentence that has no link or is not bound to a language 

arrangement, or it can be freed (Abrams, 2005: 288). The novel is a literary 

work consisting of prose which has intrinsic and extrinsic elements in long 

writing (Abrams, 2005: 226). The contents of the novel are longer and more 
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complex than the contents of the short story, nor do they have structural 

limitations. 

Here, the researcher uses the novel from the genre children literature. The 

novel used by the researcher is Wildwood. Wildwood tells the story about the 

child who has the will to rescue a baby who is strangely brought by the big 

crows. Her will to rescue the baby leads her to a magical forest named 

Impassable Wilderness. Prue had to take her brother so she would not be 

scolded by her parents. If he says that his sister was kidnapped by a big crow, 

then Prue will be punished because she only imagines. But if she asked for 

police assistance then the police did not believe her.  

The author of Wildwood is Colin Meloy who is a singer of The 

Decemberists and a children book writer. His full name is Colin Patrick Henry 

Meloy and he was born on October 5th, 1974 in Helena, Montana. Meloy in 

The Decemberists is not only as of the vocal singer, but also the leader of the 

band. He also writes some songs for Portland. Meloy starts to create a literary 

kid genre with the book entitle Wildwood. The illustration of the book is made 

by his wife, Carson Ellis (Meloy, 2011: 723).  

There are many ways by the reader to recognize the presence of characters 

through a dramatic or narrative work. Characters are usually distinguished to a 

different tangle of certain moral, intellectual, and emotional qualities in 

presenting their performance and premise within the plot (Abrams, 1957: 42). 

The compilation of rising action, exposition, conflict, falling action, 

alienation, climax, and resolution is defined as a plot. Action is performed by 
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a particular character to exhibit their moral and distortion qualities to another 

character in the work of art (Abrams, 2005: 224).  

The researcher analysis the character of the novel Wildwood written by 

Colin Meloy through the psychological approach. In the following research, 

psychoanalysis used to analyze the character of Prue in the novel Wildwood. 

The focus point of the theory is Freud's theory about dream within 

Psychoanalysis. Freud describes his approach to dream analysis that will 

explain the meaning of the certain hidden symbol that is unconsciously linked 

within the patient’s psychodynamic of emotional repression. This 

psychological approach is led by the reestablished concept of dream 

interpretation in Freud’s psychoanalytic system of thinking.  

In this research, the research mainly focused on psychoanalysis theory of 

dream by Sigmund Freud. Freud observes the significant effects in a dream, 

which is purely so specific in many external appearances where the dreams are 

shed. In this following research, the subject of research will be Prue, 

considered as the main character within the novel Wildwood written by Colin 

Meloy. By using psychoanalysis approach, Prue and her imagination within 

Wildwood novel will be examined in the following research by the researcher. 

    

1.1.  Statement of the Problems 

Based on the background of the study above, the researcher formulates the 

problems as follows: 

1.1.1 How is Prue’s imagination described about Impassable Wilderness in 

Colin Meloy’s Wildwood? 
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1.1.2 Why does Prue have imaginations about Impassable Wilderness in Colin 

Meloy’s Wildwood? 

1.2.  Objective of the Study 

1.2.1 To describe Prue’s imaginations about Impassable Wilderness in Colin 

Meloy’s Wildwood.  

1.2.2 To find out that Prue has imagination about Impassable Wilderness in 

Colin Meloy’s Wildwood. 

 

1.3. Significance of the Study 

 

Through this study, Prue’s imagination on Impassable Wilderness on 

Colin Meloy’s novel of Wildwood will yield many benefits especially to the 

literature student in UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya and also common people on a 

literary study which use psychological approach. Also, by reading this thesis 

everyone can know that anyone can have his/her own imagination but they 

cannot stay in their imagination for too long because our real life is not always 

the same as our imagination. The researcher also hopes that it can help the 

student especially undergraduate to share the knowledge about literary work on 

psychoanalysis especially the character, and the reader can understand and 

apply the knowledge to the literary work which will be analyzed by the student 

of English Department. 
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1.4.  Scope and Limitation 

The study of this research is limited to the novel Wildwood written by 

Colin Meloy. This study focuses on Prue’s character as the main character of 

the novel since she imagines about Impassable Wilderness. To answer the 

research problems above, Prue’s imagination which forces her character 

changes and her behavior after entering Impassable Wilderness will be the 

important point for analysis. This study focuses on the analysis of the 

imagination of the main character and what behavior that cause her 

imagination about Impassable Wilderness in the novel of Wildwood using 

psychoanalysis theory. 

1.5.  Method of the Study 

1.5.1  Research Design 

In this study, the researcher used a qualitative method to collect the data 

and to answer the research problem. The writer chose the descriptive 

qualitative method to analyze the data, in order to find the deepest analysis. 

The method used was the psychoanalysis to analyze the imagination of the 

main character in the novel. According to the statement above, this study used 

a psychological approach as a literary work.  

1.5.2 Data and Data Source 

In the process of collecting data for this research, the researcher used the 

novel, library, online research, and so on. The main of the course is the novel 
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Wildwood. The researcher also collects the data from the movie, book, and the 

other material from the previous research in order to strengthen the analysis.  

1.5.3 Data Collection 

In this case, the researcher used literary approach to explain the topic for 

the discussion. The researcher used a qualitative method in the following steps 

below: 

1.5.3.1 The researcher read the novel Wildwood to understand the whole story of 

the Wildwood novel. 

1.5.3.2 The researcher toke some note to collect the valid data about the place 

which called Impassable Wilderness  

1.5.3.3 The researcher examined how Prue imagines about Impassable 

Wilderness. 

1.5.3.4 The researcher found the causes of Prue went into Impassable Wilderness.  

1.5.3.5 The researcher made conclusion.   

1.5.4 Data Analysis 

In analyzing the data, the data identified and classified the problem which 

deals with the purpose of the study in this research. The steps are: 

1.5.4.1 The researcher reads the story especially in the part which describes 

Impassable Wilderness in Prue’s Imagination 
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1.5.4.3 The researcher finds the sentences related to the behavior of Prue after 

entering Impassable Wilderness.  

1.5.4.4 The researcher makes a conclusion after analysis.  

1.6.  Definition of Key Terms/Operational Definitions 

Imagination: The representation sense within the mental image from human 

being to form something that is unable to be ever perceived in reality (Merriam 

Webster Dictionary). The ability of a human being to form pictures or ideas in 

their mind, something experienced in the mind, not in real life. (Bul, 2008: 

220). 

Impassable Wilderness: The place that the outsider people cannot enter to it 

because the wood is covered by the magic calls periphery. The wood includes 

North Wood, South Wood, Avian Principality and  Wildwood. (Meloy, 2011: 

126) 

Wildwood: One of the place which covered by periphery magic. (Meloy: 2011: 

65)  
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

2.1 Theoretical Framework 

This thesis focuses on the main character, Prue. The theory that used was 

to analyze the character is Freud's theory in Psychoanalysis by analyzing the 

concept of the dream through the character. In addition, this thesis use the dream 

theory to help the analysis of Prue’s imagination and get a further understanding 

of the main character in the novel. The researcher use the characteristics of Prue 

through imagination to be mainly discussed. The researcher will limit the analysis 

to the character of Prue and her imagination, particularly the imagination when 

she goes into Impassable Wilderness which is written by Colin Meloy. 

2.1.1 Psychoanalytic Criticism 

Psychoanalytic criticism also known as psychoanalysis theory is a critical 

thought to evaluate and to analyze the elements of the novel including the fictional 

character and the mind of the author itself (Abrams, 1957: 247). By using 

psychoanalysis, one can recognize the human being like in the character (Tyson, 

2006: 11). Literally, psychology has four meanings. Firstly, the study of the 

psychology of the writer based on his or her type or as a person. Secondly, the 

way the author or the writer creates art or literary work. Thirdly, the variety of the 

study of psychology rules used to literary work. And the last one is the study of 

how literary work influencing the reader (Wellek and Warren, 1995: 90). 
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Generally, psychoanalysis is analyzing a person's character in a novel and drama 

and also analyzing the character of the writer. 

Psychology of literature is the study of the literary work to see the work as 

a psychological activity. The author uses their feeling to make an amazing literary 

work. However, the reader responses toward the work will not be separated from 

each other's psyche. Projection of a person's own experience and experience of 

life around the author projected imaginarily into literary texts (Puspitasari, 2016: 

13). That is why literary psychology recognizes literary work as a mental 

reflection. The author catches the symptoms of the soul then it will process into 

the text.  

Psychology and literature have the same functional relationship that is 

studying the meaning of the soul. The strength of literary works can be seen by 

how far the author is able to express the unconscious psychic expression into 

literary work (Puspitasari, 2016: 17). The difference is that psychology is in the 

form of real, whereas the relation in literature is imaginative, that is figures from a 

literary work. The basic assumptions of literary psychology research are 

influenced by several things. There is an assumption that literature is a product of 

a psychic and the thoughts of an author who is in a semi-conscious situation after 

it is clearly poured into conscious. Conscious and unconscious will appear the 

author's imagination process.  

Literary psychology studies as well as examine character traits 

psychologically as well as aspects of the author's thoughts and feelings when 

creating the literary work. How far the author’s ability to describe the character's 

will to be more alive. Emotional touches through dialogue or even word selection 
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are actually a reflection of the creature and the clarity of the creator. That inner 

honesty is what causes the originality of the work. 

For psychoanalysis, the term personality is the prioritization of the 

unconscious, which makes the structure of thinking colored by emotion. They 

assume that a person's behavior is merely the surface of their characteristics. So 

that, in order to understand one's personality deeply, a symbolic gesture and the 

most profound thoughts of that person must be observed. They also believe that 

the individual's childhood experience with parents has shaped the individual's 

personality. 

Sigmund Freud uses psychoanalysis to analyze and to therapy his patient 

for neurosis disorders. Later, Freud’s psychoanalysis theory is also enhanced to 

analyze the characterization in literary work, particularly those are released in the 

modern era such as world war (Abrams, 1957: 248). Furthermore the theory of 

Freud developed not only for therapy but also raises theories for literary works. 

When it comes to the mental of human being, Sigmund Freud divides 

them as consciousness and unconsciousness (Guerin, WL, and  Labor, early and 

Morgan Lee, Reesman, Jeanne and Willingham John R, 2005: 154). Meanwhile, 

based on the psychological approach, Freud states that there are three kinds of 

mind within human being, they are dream, death, and sexuality. 

2.1.1.1 Dream 

The dream is a part of something that happens to a human being when 

people are sleeping. The dream is also a subconscious experience that involves 

vision, hearing, thoughts, feelings, or other senses in sleep. Unconsciously, when 

we sleep, we will do something under our consciousness to express ourselves in 
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order to convey things we want to do in real life but we cannot go through (Tyson, 

2005: 18). As for the example: I am afraid to pass my undergraduate study later, 

while in my dream I am working on my thesis peacefully.  

Dreams are impingement of something that happens in the subconscious, 

and mostly it is unable to appear consciously. It is a part of something that likely 

almost being forgotten. The memories appear like a dream or reminder about 

something different that happens to the other human being. However, it is possible 

for us to only retain a half or even less than the dream visualization that we can 

remember. 

Dreamers usually produce the character to represent themselves in the 

dream. Human being often feels like the dream state is a real life. Dreams are the 

ideal thoughts of a human being in the state of unconsciousness (Tyson, 2005: 

19). The feeling of illusions when human is being conscious is certainly a part of 

the psychology of human nature when they are in the state of dreaming.  

Freud is the most largely discussed figure about the existence of the 

subconscious. According to Freud, the subconscious is rich of imagination that 

comes from hidden thoughts and emotions, and sometimes, can express 

themselves in the form of hallucinations, deliria, slip of tongue or dreams that 

have been experienced by Prue which finally appear as real. Freud states that 

vision, behavior, and the existence of something are not realized. Those are a set 

of hidden conflicts that influence a person's behavior. Freud assumes that the 

dream we experience actually a substitute for something else that is unknown to 

anyone who is dreaming at all. 
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The meaning behind the dream or the meaning of the dream itself is indeed 

owned by the person who is dreaming but the person who has the dream cannot 

express the dream itself directly. While, Freud divides the dream experienced and 

remembers the meaning of the dream; and the dream experienced but does not 

remember, even the meaning of the dream has been forgotten (Freud, 1924: 119). 

The contents of the manifestation of a dream are only a mask which functions to 

cover the original claim which is the latent content of the dream itself.  

The meaning of the dreams cannot be easily obtained. To produce the 

more detailed meaning of the dreams, an analysis experienced by someone is 

needed. Dream-work is a Freud form for complex dream formation processes 

(Freud, 1965: 179). Dream-work has different working mechanisms, there are 

condensation, displacement, symbolization, visualization or figuration, and 

dramatization. Interpreting dreams means opening the camouflage and expressing 

the desires that cause of conflict for the dreamer (Freud, 1965: 194). Therefore 

dreams experienced by several processes to interpret them when they are in the 

real world. 

To help his patients who are mentally disturbed, Freud develops the 

psychoanalysis theory as a therapy method to analyze his patients’ problem in 

their mind. Also, Freud has convinced that extensive unconscious in a human 

being does exist. It is the area of the mind which help human thoughts to do and 

wield the conscious mind. It is revealed that unconsciousness within human being 

gives access to the meaning of his mentally disturbed patients’ dreams, 

symptomatic nervous behavior, and par praxes (Carter, 2006: 71). Here, the 
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researcher apply the dream theory related to the main character of the novel when 

she faced problem because of her imagination become real. 

2.1.1.2 Death 

People may consider suicide as the problem-solving issue when they get 

traumatic, ill and pain to their feeling with huge effect on their psychological state 

(Tyson, 2005: 21). The thought of doing suicide is initiated by the powerless 

condition to face problems. Human-being keeps thinking of the miserable of 

his/her life and acknowledges the feeling that being a human being is a heavy 

burden to carry. Then it is likely to think death as the cut-ties solution to all 

problems. It is usually happening as the traumatic childhood effect to do a suicide. 

However, it is normal because human being psychology is including traumatic as 

an expression of thoughts (Tyson, 2005: 21). Freud notes that self-instruction to 

make human decides to die or do suicide is existed (Tyson, 2005: 22). Here Freud 

said that death is a psychological representation of a person when they faced a 

problem. Then, when he/she realize wanted to end their life. 

2.1.1.3  Sexuality 

Some people have the desire to take out their biological needs. To express 

the needs of biology, people will do certain copulation (Tyson, 2005: 25). 

Nevertheless, the reactions are due to psychological experience. Similar to the 

concept of dream and death, the copulation act can happen because of the 

conscious or unconscious childhood experience. However, the need to do 
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something that ever happened in childhood will be expressed within human 

unconsciously when they are adults or in the state of growing up. Therefore sex 

was also categorized by Freud into psychoanalysis criticism related to the 

psychology of human being. 

2.1.2 Imagination 

Abdullah, Nurdiana, and Johari Surif (1983: 15) categorize the definition 

of imagination as (a) cognitive traits namely one thought process, principle to 

creative thinking, extraordinary thinking, problem solving and creation (b) related 

to fantasy or dream (c) expression of an individual person or (d) an effort. 

Contemporary psychology describes imagination as one of the high mental 

functions involves a synthetic combination of memory or experiences in mental 

constructs that are different from the past or present reality and can design future 

realities (1983: 16). Imagination is one way of preparing a 'natural home' for 

something that is in the mind or one of the image-mental income activities. The 

definition of imagination is also associated as one of the most important cognitive 

capabilities and, therefore, can be seen as a creative tool for creative thinking. 

Based on the statement above, imagination means the ability and process 

of forming a mental model or image against something that can not be traced with 

reason, the ability to solve problems in a non-linear way, the ability to create new 

images from past experience in pictorial or engaging language from aspects of 

children. It also gives emphasis to the aspect of the children as one of the forms 

used by children to make something more meaningful and to express information. 
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Imagination as one of the main forms used by children to make something 

meaningful than to express the information. 

2.2 Previous Study 

To support the analysis of psychoanalysis within character, the researcher 

finds some result which is related to the theory of dream and imagination. There 

are research from Nguyen Thi Dung (2018) entitled The World Miraculous 

Characters in the Dream the Interesting Symbol in Vietnamese Fairy Tales; 

Anastasia Chounazidi (2016) entitled The Dream and the Cave Allegory in the 

Work of Novalis Henry of Ofterdingen, Herlin Putri I.D. (2008) entitled Mimpi 

Tokoh Prior Walter: Sebuah Rekonseptualisasi Identitas Gay dalam Drama 

Angels in America Karya Tony Kushner; Nurdiana Abdullah and Johari Surif 

(2018) entitled Imagination in The 21st Century Learning: A New Perspective. 

And the last is Puspitasari (2016) Kepribadian Tokoh Utama Viktor Larenz 

Dalam Roman Die Therapie Karya Sebastian Fitzek: Teori Psikoanalisis Freud. 

This thesis focused on the character using psychoanalysis by Freud. Some of the 

researchers above are using dream theory and other research about the function of 

imagination. 

Nguyen Thi Dung (2018) analyses the character of the WMC (World 

Miraculous Characters) in the dream that appeared with frequency which bearing 

dense and symbolic meaning in the Vietnams fairy tales. Nguyen states that 

mystical insignia, universal, all humankind are the actual representation of 

esthetic dream in fairy tales. Therefore, WMC in the dream is depicted as the 
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“dream cage dream”, “symbol cage in the symbol” that able to be interpreted to 

fully understand the aesthetic-sense within people and to fully comprehend the 

world where the folk authors explore and express themselves. In order to examine 

the dream theory, he draws on World Miraculous Character (WMC). The result of 

this study is a traditional believe of the Vietnames people appearing the character 

caused by their dream.  

Anastasia (2016) analyses the character of the hero who possess the name 

of the legendary and historical figure of the German Middle Ages, the great poet, 

and Minnesinger Henry of Ofterdingen. Anastasia combines between past or 

history with the novel of the hero. The dream is suitable with the way of thinking 

aesthetically and the idealistic disbelief in the Romanticism, based on the world 

which should become more romantic. The result of this study is henry creates a 

poem which symbolizes itself by using increadible language from words of God. 

Herlin (2008) research discusses the dreams experienced by priors along 

with internal sexuality conflicts which illustrate the concept of reconceptualization 

of gay identity in Tony Kushner's Angels in America drama. Herlin analyses the 

data using two main approaches concepts, they are an interpretation of the dream 

and the two basic concepts from Sigmund Freud: consciousness and 

unconsciousness. Her analysis focused on how Prior Walter identity as a gay 

constructed through interaction between him and four-figure who comes to his 

dream. This research shows the identity changes in prior figures and the design of 

power relations, regulatory mechanisms and controls used, and also the crisis of 

identity within the priors as a result of the formation of the subconscious.  
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Nurdiana Abdullah and Johari Surif (2018) explain the role of imagination 

in 21st-century education. This research talks about imagination refer to the 

ability to generate mental images and in a certain way while creativity refers to 

the process of generating or synthesizing new, original and extraordinary ideas or 

results. This implies the involvement of imagination in 21st-century learning. But 

the researcher of this study uses education to find the result of the study. The 

result of this study is the Imagination in 21st-century plays an important role in 

enhancing the ability of a student because imagination is able to foster memorable 

learning among students. 

Puspitasari (2016) uses a psychological approach to the psychoanalytic 

theory of Sigmund Freud. She analyses the personality structure of the main 

character Viktor Larenz consisted of Id, Ego, and Superego. The personality 

dynamics of the main character, Viktor Larenz, consist of life instincts (Eros), 

dead instincts (Thanatos), neurotic anxiety and realistic anxiety, and the 

personality development of the main character Viktor Larenz is a defense 

mechanism consisting of repression, sublimation, transfer, formation reaction, 

rationalization, and fantasy. 

The differences of this studies to the researches above is that the present 

research is using Freud’s dream theory to analyze the Wildwood novel in Prue’s 

imagination. Meanwhile, Anastasia uses Walter Benjamin’s dream theory to 

analyze the character of Henry in The Allegories of Dream and Cave. Walter’s 

theory of dream is talking about regenerating the memory from the past which it 

can be released from certain temporal sequences and chronologies then introduced 

to the present experience. Nguyen uses WMC that stands for World Miraculously 
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Character to grasp the concept of ancient art in the world through a human 

character in Vietnamese tales. This concept forms expression of the world 

symbol: the full characteristics of the world that are carried as the symbolism of 

the world vanity. Herlin uses sexuality to analyze the character of the prior figure 

in the dream. Nurdiana Abdullah and Johari Surif explain the great role of 

imagination in the education world is primarily towards the success of 2nd-

century learning. Whereas, Puspitasari uses psychoanalysis approach. So, the 

similarities of this study is using psychoanalysis by Sigmund Freud focused on 

dream theory.  
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CHAPTER III 

Prue’s Imagination for Impassable Wilderness on Colin Meloy’s 

Novel of Wildwood. 

This chapter presents the analysis of Prue’s imagination when she hears a 

myth about Impassable Wilderness in the novel Wildwood. The researcher used 

psychoanalysis focusing on dream theory. The researcher answered two research 

questions which are how does Prue describe imagination and why does Prue have 

imagination about Impassable Wilderness.  

Prue is the main character in the Wildwood novel. Prue is a child who is 

obedient to her parents. While she is talking with her father, Prue looks at a 

Russian map, then she points to an uninhabited place call the Impassable 

Wilderness. Her parents tell her not to ask about Impassable Wilderness. Prue 

hears the stories about Impassable Wilderness from her school friends. But there 

is an incident where her younger brother, Mac, is kidnaped by a big crow that 

brings Mac into Impassable Wilderness. She is stunning to see her brother carried 

by the big crow because it turns out that the gossip about the inhabitants of the 

Impassable Wilderness does exist. But when she loses her brother, she has lied to 

avoid being punished by her parents. She can not tell a story and report to the 

police that her brother was taken by a group of big crows into the forest. She will 

be mistaken for a mad girl who only fantasizes about Impassable Wilderness. 
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3.1 Prue’s Imagination  

3.1.2 Prue Hears Dogs Howl Differently 

Prue hears the dog barks very hard, until she is very afraid of that sound. 

She believes that Mac also hears it when he still four months. Exactly, she goes to 

her parent's room and she finds that Mac has slept. Her parent looks up far away 

and they just calm Prue down that it is just the same old dog barking.  “Prue 

noticed then that the distant barking was different from the barking of the 

neighborhood dogs; it was more shrill, more disordered and angry.” (Meloy, 

2011: 17) The quotation shows that Prue pays attention to the howling which is 

different from the neighbor dogs howling: it is louder, more disorganized, and 

mad. Prue is really afraid because the sounds of the dogs are so strong, different 

from the dogs howl of their neighbor. She tries to hear the voice of dogs which is 

so scary. So that she goes to her parent's room to ask about the sounds. Her parent 

tells that it is the sound of the same old dog which shred trash and it is a 

neighborhood dog. Her parent asks Prue not to worry about it. Here, Prue’s 

imagination seems real. But, her parent looks like they know about the sound. It 

presents in the next quotes. “Her parents started when she spoke, and father said, 

‘Just some old dogs howling.’” (Meloy, 2011: 17) On the quotation above Prue’s 

parent is calming her down that the sound is just the same old dog which is 

howling.  
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   3.1.2 Prue Sees the Big Crows Fly in the Garden.  

 Before Prue sees the big crows in the garden. She goes out with her little 

brother, Mac, then she puts him in the Radio Flayer (the name of Prue’s wagon). 

Prue goes to the library to search for a book about notes of betrayal by librarians. 

Here, Prue has imagined about Impassable Wilderness because that place is near 

to The Industrial Wastes. The company that builds factory beside Impassable 

Wilderness is called Industrial Wastes. So, they kill animals wildly, destroy their 

home, and cut down their trees to build Industrial Wastes. Those are the causes 

which make the animal angry and against human being especially in the Portland 

area, Prue’s home. When she goes out of the library, the wind becomes so cloudy. 

Because the sky is closed by the big crows. Recently, she reads an explanation 

about the shape of big crows. At the same time, Prue feels like it is just a dream or 

just her imagination after reads some book about it. She feels afraid of the 

appearance that she just has seen.  

“She’d just been reading about them the night before, even from a 

distance, Prue was astounded by their size and the power of their every 

wing stroke.” (Meloy, 2011: 7) 

The quote says that she has read about the shape of the big crows a moment ago. 

Even though Prue hasn’t already known about it, she has amazed by it. If she 

really sees the big crows, everybody will assume that she is just imagining. 

Common people will not believe about it because it is impossible in real life if the 

big crows exist, but it is true. Awhile after reading a book about the story of the 

librarian, she sees the big crows in the garden are flying.  
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“Waking from her reverie, Prue found she was standing on the top of the 

beach, shaking her first at the crows like an ineffectual comic book 

bystander, cursing some supervillain for the theft of a purse. The crows 

were quickly gaining altitude; they now topped the highest branches of the 

poplars. Mac could barely be seen amid the black, winged swarm.” 

(Meloy, 2011: 8) 

The quote above tells that Prue wakes from her fantasy, while she finds herself 

standing on the beach, she messed up because of her first sight about the big 

crows she had just seen in a view moment ago. The crows fly fast into the highest 

and Mac cannot be seen because of the big black wings covered the sky. Prue 

realizes that if she explains it to the police, no one believes her, since it is just her 

imagination as same as if she reports it to her parents. Whereas, Sometimes the 

children likes to imagine with what they see, hear, and read. In this novel, Prue is 

one of the children who imagines something after she hears, reads, and sees. 

Firstly, Prue hears about someone who lost and back after several years in a bad 

condition. It shows in the quotation below: 

“Prue had been suspicious of the story from her first hearing; the identity 

of this ‘man’ seemed to change from telling to telling. It was someone’s 

father in one version, a wayward cousin in another. Also, the details 

shifted in each telling. A visiting high school kid told a group of Prue’s 

rapt classmates that the individual (in this version, the kid’s older brother) 

had returned from his weird sojourn in the Impassable Wilderness aged 

beyond belief, with a great white beard that stretched down to his tattered 

shoes.” (Meloy, 2011: 16) 

The quotation above says that Prue has been suspicious about the story from the 

first hearing. She has heard about the man in the story. Everybody is telling about 

this man differently. A student from junior high school comes to her school and 

tells Prue’s classmates that the man who lost in the Impassable Wilderness has 
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back. He has got old with a white beard and in a bad condition. Secondly, she 

goes to the library to read something about the killing of crows or the other 

animals which live near the Industrial Wastes. Thirdly, her father explains about 

the initial of I.W.  

  3.1.3 Mac Brought by the Big Crows into Impassable Wilderness 

 After Prue reads about the shape of the big crows, her brother Mac is taken 

by big crows outside. She cannot imagine how to bring his brother back, or how 

she looks for help to bring her brother back which is taken by big crows into the 

deepest wood. She is confuses about how to tells her parents about Mac which 

was taken by crows. “And so one can imagine Prue’s horror when she witnessed 

the black plume of crows disappear, her baby brother in tow, into the darkness of 

this Impassable Wilderness.” (Meloy,2011: 18) In this part shows that Prue 

imagines the big crow flicks his black feathers by bringing his little brother on his 

creepy body. And brought him into Impassable Wilderness. It is impossible to 

explain about her little brother Mac being brought by big crows into I.W to her 

parent. They will not believe what happened to the Mac. 

 3.1.4 Prue Sees the Crows Enter into the Deepest Wood  

 When Prue sees her brother Mac was brought by crows, the crows fly into 

Impassable Wilderness. It shows in the conversation between Prue and Curtis in 

the I.W. “I saw them dive into the woods in the hills above the Railroads Bridge 

and I didn’t see them fly back out, so I have to assume they’d be around here 



 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

S y a i r i y a h  | 24 

 

somewhere.” (Meloy, 2011: 48) According to the quotation shows that Prue sees 

the big crows fly into the deepest of Impassable Wilderness in the hills on 

Railroad Bridge and she does not see the big crows flying back out from wood. 

Whereas, she thinks that her brother is near the place she stands.  

  3.1.5 Prue Enters the Impassable Wilderness 

Prue’s father told her that it is a place with just a wide green wood as same 

as the other wood. But the differences with the other wood are whoever enters this 

wood will die because the wood is so cold and the mountain is too steep to climb. 

It presents in the quotation below: 

“There are places in the world where people just don’t end up living. 

Maybe it’s too cold or there are too many trees and mountains are steep to 

climb. But whatever the reason, no one has thought to build a road there 

and without roads, there are no houses, no cities (Meloy, 2011: 23).”  

The explanation of her father about I.W above states that there is a place in the 

world where the people are dying because the wood is very dangerous. It is caused 

by the environment of the wood that is too cool or so many trees and the mountain 

that are very high to climb. That is why no one will build their house there. But, 

the reality is different when Prue enters the Impassable Wilderness. Prue hears the 

conversation between coyotes who are talking about Wildwood. “She’d cast you 

out of Wildwood, is what she’d do, and we’d see how you fared without your 

packed.” (Meloy, 2011: 54)  The quotation shows the coyotes conversation that 

the woman will drive out away from Wildwood, she will do it to the coyote, and 

the other coyote will see the coyote drives out by her without his stuff. On the 
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quotation above is the Dowager Governess, the woman who takes baby Mac by 

the big crows in the Portland. Her name is Alexandra the Governor of Wildwood. 

The conversation above shows how cruel Alexandra is if they do not obey the 

rules. The statement above also shows some part of the country which is covered 

by Periphery. The first country which explains in the novel is Wildwood, the 

second is South Wood which is told by Richard the old man who lives in the 

Wildwood as a postman.  

“I’ve never seen these coyote soldiers you’re talking about, but I’ve heard 

about ‘em, and believe me, your friend is beyond help at this point. No 

sense in us getting killed as well over it. No, best we get back to South 

Wood and report this to the Governor-Regent.” (Meloy, 2011: 65) 

Based on the statement above, Richard warns Prue about the coyotes soldiers who 

take Curtis (Prue’s friend) into Alexandra. Richard never saw or heard about it but 

if it really happens to Prue’s friend, he needs help right now or he will be killed by 

them. Richard recommends her to inform it to the Governor in South Wood. Prue 

feels confused about I.W which has a Governor and the structure of government. 

So, Richard illustrates about Wildwood. Wildwood is an uncivilized country. 

There are four countries in the Impassable Wilderness including Avian 

Principality, North Wood, South Wood, and Wildwood. Prue never imagines that 

Impassable Wilderness is a country as same as the country outside where they 

have the government system.  

“It stretches from the northernmost border of the Avian Principality all the 

way to the border of North Wood. I found you about halfway in the middle 

of nowhere, right smack in the center of Wildwood where there ain’t 

nothing nut wolves and coyotes and thieves living off what they can 

scavenge from the ground or loot from the occasional passing supply 
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truck. Or mail truck—which is why I carry that piece of iron down there.” 

He pointed to the shotgun. “Being the postmaster general, it’s my job to 

deliver mail and supplies and whatnot from the folks in South Wood to the 

country folks in North Wood and vice versa, and I do that by driving this 

blasted road—its called the Long Road, which is no-brainer of a name—

back and forth between place the two places, braving this madness and 

putting my life and limb at great risk every week. And I tell you one thing, 

Port-Land Prue, being a state employee is not a pathway to wealth and 

riches.” (Meloy, 2011: 67) 

On the statement above, Richard says to Prue that he found her in the north border 

of Avian Principality until the border of North Wood. When she find her in the 

middle of the street, but he does not find any wolf or coyotes in the place near he 

found Prue. He says that he becomes the chief of the general post, and his job 

description is sending the letter and sending the stuff which it does not exist in the 

South Wood or the stuff which does not exist in the North Wood and vice versa. 

He said that it is a not good job because he must through the broken street to send 

something from the city to the other city. Richard tells that to be a public servant 

is not the way to be rich because he always positions himself in danger condition.  

In the other hand, Prue imagines the place namely Impassable Wilderness or with 

initial I.W that she wants to bring her brother back. In fact, it is not only a wood 

that she has imagined before.  

“ ‘In these woods. Where I come from, this place is called the Impassable 

Wilderness.’ This made Richard laugh so hard his cigar flew out of his 

mouth, and he had to fumble around at his feet to find it again. 

‘Impassable Wilderness? oh boy, would that it was. I might have a little 

more time at home. Nah I don’t know who told you that, but you Outside 

folk have got it all wrong. ‘Course, you’re the first of your kind I’ve ever 

seen here, so it stands to reason that no one ever made an effort to find out 

about the Wood—Wild, North, or South.’ He looked at Prue and smiled. 
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‘Seemed like you just be our first pioneer Porth-Land Prue.’(Meloy, 2011: 

64) ”    

On the quotation above, Prue says that the place she stands on is called 

Impassable Wilderness by the outsider. Absolutely, Richard laughs loudly with 

his cigarette. He says that he may spend his time at home because of its names. 

Ricard said that it is wrong about the wood. But it may happen because Prue is the 

first people who can enter the Wood. Nobody is looking for information about the 

Wood. And the reason why the human called it Impassable Wilderness is because 

the rumor about whoever enters the wood they will die, or never come back to 

their home. On the way, when Prue is taken by Richard to go to South Wood, 

Prue sees a bird such as in the next quotation: “Prue thought she saw birds, though 

her vision was too foggy from sleep to be sure.” (Meloy, 2011: 80) When Prue in 

her journey into South Wood with Richard, the bird checks the postman stuff 

before entering the South Wood. Prue feels upset because she is sleeping in 

Richard’s van. Prue wakes and shocks because she sees the giant golden eagle 

looks into the car until she screams and falls from the chair. She never imagines to 

see the big eagle before. That is why she is very afraid. She thought it is just her 

dream.  

  3.1.6 Impassable Wilderness is the Country Covered by Periphery 

 When the outsider people cannot enter the Impassable Wilderness, it is 

because the wood is covered by the magic calls periphery. The government has 

protected the wood using the magic from the outsider people.   
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“The Outsider girl’s presence here is unprecedented. Under subsection 

132C in the Boundary Law Code, it clearly states that Outsiders are not 

legally allowed to cross over from the Outside without proper permit in the 

event that the boundary magic, the Periphery Bind, is somehow 

compromised, which I can only assume (Meloy, 2011: 126)” 

The quotation above is one of the netizens of South Wood who said that there had 

never been an incident of the outsiders who could enter the Wood. That is in the 

section 132C of the law on the boundary codes which states that the outsiders 

cannot enter the Wood without permission, or should not happen because the 

Wood has already covered by periphery magic. So, how could Prue as an outsider 

is able to cross the periphery safely? The citizens of South Wood are curious 

about how the outsider people are able to cross periphery. The periphery cover 

includes North Wood, South Wood, Avian Principality, and Wildwood. The 

government makes periphery to cover the Wood to protect the animal kingdom 

from the outsider people who want to damage the environment. In the first 

chapter, it is described how brutally outsider people kills the crows massively. On 

the border between Railroad Bridge and Impassable Wilderness, there is the 

Industrial Wastes which damage the environment of the Wood. That is why the 

government makes the periphery to save the wood. Prue still unbelieve because 

she is an outsider people but why she can pass the periphery safely. The regulation 

of the Wood tells that whoever enters this wood will stray or expelled from the 

wood by periphery magic. 

  3.1.7  Prue Fly on the Back Gold Eagle 

 When Prue goes to prince home, the prince is incarcerated by the police of 

Wildwood because of hiding Prue. Prince instructs Prue to go to North Wood to 
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get help. In the same time, the General sees Prue. While he proposes her to 

accompany Prue flies into North Wood. In fact, the General federates with the 

prince of Wildwood. 

“ Prue was flying. The feeling was incredible. She’s flown in planes, but 

that had been a sterile sensation, a mediated experience that gave the 

illusion of flying—replete with the jarring complaints of gravity and the 

television-scree-sized windows broadcasting pictures of fluffy clouds and 

miniaturized cities.” (Meloy, 2011: 269) 

On the quotation shows Prue’s experience in the Wood when she tries to find help 

in the North Wood. Prue is flying and she is really amazed by it. It is different 

sensation between flies in the plane and flies on the back eagle. Prue feels it is like 

an imagination when she flies on the General back. Prue feels it is illogical, she 

feels truly imagination that she flies. It is like she sees the view of the Wood in the 

windows of the big television which shows smooth cloud and small city.  She 

really enjoys her journey through Avian Principality.  

 “Prue squinted and scanned the crowns of the trees; here, the forest 

seemed wilder, untarned by any single colony. In the understory, 

deciduous maple and alder trees fought for dominance of the canopy 

alongside their larger coniferous cousin, the hemlock, fir, and cedar trees. 

They seemed packed closer together, their growth unhindered in this wild 

country; indeed, trees were not only vegetation that sought the 

concentrated light at this height—fantastic vines of ivy had clambered to 

the top of clambered to the top of several unfortunate maple trees, 

seemingly suffocating their hosts in the attempt to reach the blue of the 

sky.” (Meloy, 2011: 273) 

 This also shows that Prue really admires the beauty of the Avian 

Principality. But, her imagination is beyond the limits. Prue sees the wood detailly 

and asks her self “How can a tree have a crown?”. The tree in Avian Principality 
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seems very alive. Ivy tree looks like climbs another tree as if it wants to reach the 

sky. Prue is followed by the coyotes who know about the presence of Prue with 

Curtis, her friend who is incarcerated by Alexandra. The General flies higher to 

avoid the coyotes who follow him and Prue. The coyotes shot the General while 

the General does not strong enough to fly higher. Finally, he gets shot, falls down 

on the earth, and die. At the same time, her imagination disappears and she is 

arrested by the Dowager Governors soldier.  

  3.1.8 Prue Opens Gosh Bridge  

 When she knows about the truth that she comes from I.W, she takes the 

runes quietly from her parent to open the Gosh Bridge. She cannot imagine 

anything but taking Mac from Alexandra. Prue ignores her parents’ advice and is 

ready to go to I.W. It shows on the next conversation: “‘I’m going to go get my 

brother back,’ continued Prue, her voice now loud and commanding, ‘And that’s 

that’” (Meloy, 2011: 337) After a long debate, Prue directly go to Gosh Bridge. 

Prue throws the runes in the river and the Gosh Bridge begins to open. The Gosh 

Bridge opens, she imagines in several years ago her parent goes there and ringing 

the bell to meet Alexandra and ask her a baby.  

“Prue instinctively reached up and put her hand around the cord. She 

imagined her parents standing there, some thirteen years before, their 

hearts burning with fear and curiosity and wistfulness. She imagined her 

father’s hand grasping the same cord, the look he must’ve given her 

mother before he gave the bell a few pealing rings. At that moment, she 

felt a surge of sympathy for her parents, for all that they’d risked for their 

two children. Would she have done the same in their shoes? Overcome by 

a sudden boldness, Prue flicked her wrist and sounded the bell; three firm 
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tones rang from the brass of the bell. The sound pierced the soft, misty air 

and echoed against the wall of trees on the other side of the bridge.  

‘I’m coming, witch’, thought Prue. ‘I’m coming for my brother.’”(Meloy, 

2011: 349)   

Based on the quotation above, when she opens a gosh bridge, she automatically 

holds the rope bridge while imagining her parents. Thirteen years ago, her parents 

stand there fearfully and hopefully to get a baby. She also imagines her mother's 

feelings when she sees Prue leaves home before she rings the bell to call 

Alexandra. At that time, she feels sad because Prue takes a big risk. Her parents 

are afraid to lose Prue. Whereas, her brother, Mac, had been taken by Alexandra. 

Suddenly, her courage appears then Prue rings the bell. Prue says that she comes 

to take her brother, Mac, who was taken by Alexandra. Prue’s mind is so 

distracted until she rings the bell to call Alexandra. She knows that Alexandra is a 

witch who takes baby Mac from her hand. Besides, she just tells Prue to come 

back to her home.  “She was already beginning to regret her own impudences at 

ringing the bells.” (Meloy, 2011: 359) On a tiring day, Prue dreams such as the 

quotation below: 

“Prue woke with a star. She’d had a dream: A low bell tone sounded and 

she found herself standing on the great bridge. She tried to run across, but 

the wooden surface disappeared below her feet, and she fell to the rushing 

river water below. The sensation dragged her from her deep slumber. A 

bunched stand from the cold dew that that spangled the meadow. It was 

pitch-black. The moon’s glow shone from beneath a wide curtain of 

clouds, and shades of mist clung to the high treetops at the meadow, and 

they cast flickering shadows on the ground. By the tree, one of the Mystics 

had stood and was running a wooden striker around the bowled interior of 

brass bell, creating a long, sustained peal that covered the entire 

meadow—the very sound from Prue’s dream. At the sound, the mystics 

began to move from their seated positions. ” (Meloy, 2011: 405-406)  
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Based on the quotation above, Prue rings the bell and across the Gosh Bridge and 

tries to run. But the wood slowly disappearing then she falls into the river. She 

feels cold and the water is wetting her clothes. While looking at the forest, she 

begins to cry. She wipes her watery eyes and sees a tall tree in the Wood. Beside 

the tall tree, she sees the Mystic stands. After Prue opens the Gosh Bridge, she 

meets mystics and mystics tells Prue that the place is called North Wood. It is 

known that Gosh bridge connects Portland and North Wood. Owl rex or prince 

tells Prue to ask help in North Wood and meets Mystics. North Wood is different 

with South Wood. South Wood seems like the city and North Wood is just rural. 

The atmosphere is so pure, no luxury building, just a small shed. “The air was 

clear and lightly tinged by the smell of burning leaves and peat.” (Meloy, 2011: 

373) The quotation describes the beauty of the North Wood looks. The nature in 

North Wood is still pure and the air is so fresh. It is also shown in their style in 

using dress. “As she grows closer, she saw that the figures were her size, animals, 

and humans, they were dressed in simple, flaxen gowns.” (Meloy, 2011: 377) 

When Prue gets closer into the North Wood, she sees the society has the same size 

between animals and humans, they wear simple dresses. The quotation shows the 

simplicity of their life. She arrives in the North Wood, and she begins to look for 

Mystic to help her. When she comes, exactly, Mystics knows that she is a half-

caste. Without thinking much, the Mystic comes near to Prue and asks her about 

her coming. Prue says she needs help from Mystics to find her brother who is 

taken by Alexandra. Actually, the Mystics introduce her self. “ I am the Elder 

Mystics. My name is Iphigenia.” (Meloy, 2011: 378) She is a mystic from North 

wood. Mystics are able to control the plants in the wood because of their blood. 
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Prue feels different when she goes to South Wood. No one knows that Prue comes 

from Wood, but when she arrives in the North Wood the people exactly knows 

that Prue is a half-caste of Wood and she is also a mystic. Prue tells everything 

about her and her parent, with Alexandra. But Mystic is not sure she can help Prue 

to bring her brother back. She just says that Prue is the part of the Wood. Such as 

in the next quotation. “‘It means that you belong here,’ said Iphegenia It’s nothing 

you’ve done. It’s something that you are’.” The Mystics had said that she, Prue, is 

part of Woods Magic, or at least partly. She thinks why should not she is able to 

make the grass do her bidding. Prue cannot give the instruction to the grass even 

though she is a part of Wood magic. To do the instruction, the Mystics must do 

meditation before. Prue has done but she fails.  

3.2 The Causes of Prue’s Imagination Appear 

  3.2.1 Prue’s Father Buy A New Atlas 

 The first part of why Prue’s imagination describes Impassable Wilderness 

is when her father bought a new atlas of Rusia. Prue and her father sit together in 

the living room and read a map of Rusia when still young.  

“When they arrived at a map of Oregon, Prue pointed to the small, inset 

map of Portland on the page and asked a question that had always 

confused her: ‘What is I.W?’  

‘Nothing honey’ Had been her father reply” (Meloy, 2011: 14) 

On the conversation above shows that Prue sees the map of Oregon. Then, Prue’s 

hand points to a small place near Portland.  Prue is curious why it uses initial I.W. 
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when she arrives at the Portland area. But her father hides the initial I.W. After a 

while, Prue’s father explains that I.W is a very dangerous wood. That is why 

nobody does not want to build their house there. And her father tells Prue not to 

go to Impassable Wilderness. This section tells that Prue is begin to imagine about 

I.W. In fact, why her father tells her not to go to I.W is because her father is afraid 

to lose his only child. In fact, before Prue was born, her mother and her father 

cannot get the child. They have tried to do anything but there is no way to get the 

baby. 

“We tried and tried, but no baby was coming. We saw doctors, specialists 

went to holistic retreats and acupuncture sessions. Nothing. Even the most 

radical approaches seemed to be hopeless for us—we just couldn’t have 

kids. (Meloy, 2011: 330)   

Prue’s parent tells that they try and try every time to get the baby. They see the 

doctor, holistic specialist, and the acupuncture. But everything they do just 

nothing. One day, they go to the bazaar and then meet an old granny. The old 

granny gives them a run to open the Gosh Bridge. Such as quotation below: 

“She instructed us to go to to the bluffs, near the center of St. John just 

down where that restaurant is—and, well, cast these runes.”  

“When we cast the runes, she said, a bridge would appear. But not just a 

bridge, the gosh of the bridge. (Meloy, 2011: 331) 

The quotation above tells Prue that the old granny instructs her parents to go to 

the hills near the street John, so they have to throw the runes. Then the Gosh 

bridge will open.  Gosh Bridge is the bridge which connects the Portland and I.W 

point to North Wood (the name of the country in I.W). After they open the gate to 
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I.W, they must ring the bell to call the witch, she is the Dowager Governess, her 

real name is Alexandra. After they rings the bell, they meets Alexandra. 

“She doesn’t introduce herself, she just says,  

‘So you need a baby? And we nod yes. And she says,  

‘I’ll make you with the childbut you have to agree on something.’ And we 

say, okay, what is it? And she says  

‘If you ever have a second child, that child belongs to me.’”(Meloy, 2011: 

332)  

Based on the quotation above, the old granny also instructed them to not introduce 

themselves. So when the witch asks them that they need the baby, they just need 

to say ‘yes’. The conversation between Prue’s parent and Alexandra also shows 

the agreement to get the baby. If Prue’s parent really wants to get the baby from 

Alexandra, they must give back her second baby to her. This agreement happened 

in Gosh of the bridge. Her father tells Prue to not go to Impassable Wilderness 

because he knows that someday his second baby will be taken by Alexandra. And 

her parents are afraid that they will also lose Prue. That is why Prue can enter the 

Impassable Wilderness because she is the part of the Wood or half-caste of the 

mystics. However, in the war between Prue allies and the coyotes, she cannot 

control the wood after meditation.  

  3.2.2 Prue Hears the Rumor Imppasable Wilderness from Her Friend 

 After a few years, she stands in the seventh grader in the school. One day, 

she hears a rumor about someone comes from I.W with a bad style after 

disappearing from the world. Her friend is talking about how dangerous I.W. At 
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the same time, she remembers her father’s statement. This is the second part of 

why does Prue imagine about Impassable Wilderness.   

“There was an apocryphal tale told by the older students about a mam—

so-and-so’s uncle, maybe—who had wandered into the I.W by mistake 

and had disappeared for years and years. His family, over time, forgot 

about him and continued on with their lives one day, out of the blue, he 

reappeared on their continued” (Meloy, 2011: 16) 

The children have a conversation with their parent about Impassable Wilderness. 

They already know about the myth of Impassable Wilderness. While, The 

statement above tells that there is an amazing story told by the students about the 

man who comes from Impassable Wilderness. They assume that he just arrived 

from Impassable Wilderness and he lost for several years. While he was gradually 

forgotten by his family. His family have continued their life, but one day the man 

comes in his room. Thats all shows that Impassable Wilderness is a real place but 

no one will go there. To dispel this myth, the people created a game to be played 

by children so that they will not be afraid of the myth about Impassable 

Wilderness. It is a game which is slipped by I.W but there is no signal about the 

coyotes appear. Such as in the next quotation: “In the games of tag, you were no 

longer tagged it, but rather designated the Wild coyote of the I.W., and it was your 

job to scamper around after your fleeing classmates, barking and growling.” 

(Meloy, 2011: 17) In Rusia, when they have an accident, they will make the 

accident does not sound scary. They will flip the scary story into the game to 

make the children not traumatic about the story. For example, Masha and the bear 

cartoon. So many children like this. But in the real story, there is a child who has 

been eaten by the bear in the Wood of Rusia. As same as this story, the author of 



 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

S y a i r i y a h  | 37 

 

Wildwood put in his story about rumors from I.W. He slips the initial of I.W in 

the game of the school. 

 3.2.3 The Big Crows Revenge Human Being 

In the first and second chapter explain the shape of the crows body which 

is so big, so dangerous, and the black feathers which covers the sky until it 

becomes cloudy. Prue sees the big crows firstly in the park Portland when her 

little brother was taken by big crows.  

“If I weren’t so dedicated to the well-being of my subjects, I would be the 

first to dismiss such reports as absolutely implausible. But I have seen the 

anguished families, their nests destroyed, their home trees cut down, their 

foraging ground despoiled. They cannot be ignored.” (Meloy, 2011: 179) 

On the quotation above, Richard tells Prue that he doesn’t believe with Prue’s 

story that the big crows go outside. But, he believes because Richard sees the 

animal family is killed by human outside, they destroy their home by cutting the 

trees. Because human wants to build their company near to Impassable 

Wilderness. The cause of why the crows go outside from I.W is a rebel to the 

human being in the Portland because there is the company which build the 

Industrial Wastes on the border between I.W and Railroad Bridge. They kill 

animals and destroy the environment. But it is not only because the human being 

builds the Industrial Wastes between Railroad Bridge, but also they want to take 

baby Mac from Prue’s parent. Actually, they know one day they will lose Mac 

because it is the agreement with the Dowager Governess. But, the Dowager 

Governess takes Mac is not to be her child but for victimization. The Dowager 
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Governess wants to lead all of the Wood which outsider calls Impassable 

Wilderness. To lead all of the wood of Impassable Wilderness, she needs to 

activate the ivy tree. Ivy tree is the magic tree which is alive in the Impassable 

Wilderness. It can move on like a human being and can be controlled by who only 

gives it victimization. Ivy tree can kill anyone or destroy all of the Wood of I.W. 

Ivy tree can be activated when the blood drip on the stem. Ivy tree is so cruel, 

dangerous, and bloodthirsty.  

“And so, it feels every perturbation in the fabric of the Wood, from the 

topple of an ancient oak to a moth of the wing beat. It has felt the ivy 

waken and has some time. Something has to disrupt its slumber. It is now 

clear; the ivy thirsts for blood. A great army marches on the Ancients’ 

Groves, the ruined heart of a long-dead civilization, where the taproot of 

the ivy sleeps. (Meloy, 2011: 407) 

In the quotation above, Mystics tells Prue something happened to the 

Wood and because she is a Mystics, she can feel it if the tree is active or move. 

Whereas, she feels that ivy tree wakes from its sleep. Something has disturbed its 

sleep. The root of the ivy tree is the center of the Wood control. If it is awaken, it 

can destroy everything because the ivy tree is very bloodthirsty. On the other 

hand, Alexandra wants to activate the ivy tree. She wants to destroy all of the 

Wood. She revenges to the official government because she was killed by them 

after her husband Grogir Svik died. The official government kills Alexandra to 

avoid civil war. In fact, Alexandra is the real heir throne of the Wildwood 

Governer. 

“Well-Governess—she was the female heir to the seat of governorship. 

And Dowager—that’s mean she was made a widow. When her husband 

died, see.” He let out a low whistle between his lips. “Hoo, boy. If she’s 
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alive—and putting together an army, no less—I gotta think that bodes ill 

for Governor-Regent Svik and the folks of South Wood. I’m sure the 

Governor-Regent will want to hear your story. (Meloy, 2011: 86) 

On the quotation above, Richard informs Prue about the Dowager 

Governess that she is the next Governor in the South Wood after her husband 

died. If she is still alive, it will be dangerous for humans and animals in the Wood. 

If she takes revenge by gathering the troops, it would be dangerous for Wood. 

And Richard suggests Prue to inform the Governor Svik. However, it is 

impossible that the crows revenge human being in real life. So, in this novel it is 

happened because human being who build a company beside Impassable 

Wilderness has destroyed their place. Furthermore, the crows has a big size as 

human being that is why they can against people in Portland Oregon.  

3.2.4 Prue’s Brother is Taken by Big Crows into Impassable Wilderness 

 Prue leaves her little brother outside her Radio Flayer. She wants to get to 

the library to read something. Prue is as same as the other children who like to 

imagine something. She is so curious and spends her time to read about the 

librarians and the shape of the animals which live in I.W. That is why she goes to 

the library.  

“Prue mournfully flipped through the pages of the book. She’d spent hours 

copying the beautiful illustrations of the birds into her sketchbook, 

whispering their fantastic, exotic names like quite incantations: the 

western tanager. The wip-poor-will. Vaux’s swift.”(Meloy, 2011: 19) 

She spends her time to read one page to another page. She imagines the beautiful 

shape of the animals which is described by the book. So wonderful and she also 



 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

S y a i r i y a h  | 40 

 

reads then tries to spell the magic word. When she finishes reading the book, Prue 

goes out of the library and the sky becomes dark. She stunned for her sight and 

then the coyotes take her little brother Mac. Five coyotes bring her brother highly 

to the sky. “How five crows managed to lift a twenty-pound baby boy into the air 

was beyond Prue, but that was certainly the least of her worries” (Meloy, 2011: 1) 

Prue was confused. It is just her imagination or real that the five crows fly and 

bring her brother Mac who has a twenty-pound weight. When her little brother is 

taken by the coyotes into Impassable Wilderness, her eyes follows them. While 

Prue sees her little brother is brought into I.W through Railroad Bridge. 

3.2.5 A Myth about Impassable Wilderness 

 In the map of Rusia South Wood, North Wood, Avian Principality, and 

Wildwood are not mentioned. They just give the I.W initial for this dangerous 

Wood. The reason of this Wood called as Impassable Wilderness is because 

whoever enters this Wood will never come back to their home; they will die or 

stray in several years. So, why this Wood is difficult to anyone to enter because 

there is a periphery which covers the Wood from the outsider (a human being who 

does not have a wood blood mystics).  The Wood makes a rule by giving the 

strong magic to avoid human being entering the Wood. When the human being 

enters the Wood, they assume that human being will destroy the Wood as well as 

the company who build the Industrial Wastes between Railroad and Wildwood. 

Periphery is the name of the magic which covers all of the Wood from the 

outsider. After Prue goes out from the wood, Alexandra strengthen the periphery 

to avoid human being entering the wood. 
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“‘Let’s post a troop at the hillside overlooking the Railroad Bridge; if 

there’s some sort of rift in the Periphery allowing free passage into 

Wildwood, now would be a good time to step up the security,’ Alexandra 

instructed. ‘We don’t want any more Outsiders stumbling in here and 

getting hurt. Enough damage has been done to these poor children; heaven 

forbid more should be lost in the Wood.’” (Meloy, 2011: 311) 

Alexandra instructs her soldier to go to near the Railroad Bridge. She wants her 

soldier to check the periphery magic which is crack and need to repair it which 

may let the outsider enters the Wood freely. She said that she does not want the 

children may be lost in the wood anymore.   

3.2.6 Prue Goes to South Wood to Report Her Baby Mac to the Governor 

When Curtis is taken by the coyotes, Prue is found by Richard in the 

Wildwood. So, Richard gives suggestion to go to South Wood to ask for help to 

the Governor Lars Svik. Then, Richard accompanies Prue to South Wood.  

“Prue stepped forward to, raised her hand, and began to speak, but was 

immediately silenced as the room erupted with every imaginable sound of 

the animal kingdom: yelled entreaties from the humans, deafening roars 

from the bears, and shrill birdsong from the jays, swallows, and nuthatches 

that furiously winged around the room.” (Meloy, 2011: 105-106) 

In the room, Prue finds the governor to report her brother Mac, but everybody also 

reports their problem. That is why Prue tries to do something to get attention. She 

just imagines the sound of the animal and human to be one in the room with a 

different voice. The author does not tell about this place as if it is a capital city. 

But, the explanation about this city seems like a city. In the South Wood, there is 

a luxury building as well as the capital city generally, but the differences are most 

of the habitat is animal and human, which is the animal can speak. South Wood is 
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an unorganized city. As the statement above, that whoever has a problem they just 

can scream so loudly to get attention of the Governor or her assistant. That is why 

they compete with each other to make attention. If they cannot make attention, 

they will not solve their problem. Because the system of the government is so 

unstructured. Indeed, someone who has waited for two weeks to get attention to 

his problem. Since Lars Svik, the governor after Grigor Svik, to be governor in 

the South Wood everything was unorganized. That is why much of the problems 

cannot be solved.  

 3.2.7 Prue Hears A Rumor about The Dowager Governess 

After Prue and Curtis crossing the Railroad Bridge, they meet coyotes. 

Prue and his friend hear the coyotes talking about the Dowager Governess. The 

coyotes said that they will get punishment if they do not obey her. Prue and Curtis 

do not know about what the coyotes are talking about. So, when Prue meets 

Richard, she describes the story about the conflict of government in Wildwood.  

“ The Dowager Governess. She was the wife of the late Governor-Regent 

Grigor Svik. Come to power after his death. Terrible ruler. She was 

removed from the seat about fifteen years ago and exiled to Wildwood like 

a common criminal. Gone. Out of the picture.” (Meloy, 2011: 85) 

According to the quotation above, Richard tells Prue about the Dowager 

Governess. She is the wife of Governor Grigor Svik. She comes to take her 

position as the Governor. The government chases her away to Wilwood.   

Evidently, the Dowager Governess is the Grigor Svik wife’s, the governor of 

Wildwood who has died. However, the Dowager Governess was exiled and 
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dropped in the middle of Wildwood, it was impossible for her to still alive. The 

official government of Wildwood is afraid of civil war. That is why they kill the 

Dowager Governess or Alexandra and change the governor. He is Lars svik. Even 

though, the legal heir is Alexandra. South Wood is the country which is protected 

by periphery magic called Impassable Wilderness by Portland people. The novel 

does not tell about the capital city of the wood, but South wood sounds like the 

city when the animal and human need help, they will report it to the governor. 

Richard house is in the South Wood. Different from Wildwood which is same as 

the other wood in the world. Indeed, South wood looks like the city.   

“Lavish residences began to line the Road, multistory townhouses built of 

pale white granite and deep red brick with graceful particos and mullioned 

windows. Some of the houses seemed to be built around the trees 

themselves, dramatic cedar trunks extending from the center of the roof or 

out the side of the walls.” (Meloy, 2011: 96) 

This sentence mentions about how the beauty looks of South Wood. This country 

is beautiful but because of the death of the governor, the country becomes 

unstable and the structure of the government is unorganized. Prue is surprised by 

the story which Richard tells about. And she focuses to look for the governor and 

report about her brother which is taken by the crows. 

3.2.8 Letter from the Owl Rex 

Owl rex hears the rumor about the outsider who can enter the Wood and 

the reason why Prue enters in. He sends a letter to Prue to meets him in her house 

and give her an address.  
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“Dear Miss Mckeel, 

It is of vital importance that I meet with you tonight. Please come to my 

rooms at the White House, 86 Rue Thurmond. Make certain that no one 

follows you. 

You may be in grave danger. 

Yours, Owl Rex”(Meloy, 2011: 148) 

Then, Prue comes to Owl Rex House and asks help to him to save her little 

brother. Owl Rex gives advice to Prue to asking help in the North Wood and 

meets the Mystics. Mystics are the last hope who can help her to find Mac, her 

little brother. He tells Prue to meet the Governor of Avian Principality to 

accompany her to go to North Wood.  The reason of the Governor tells Prue to go 

there because he knows that the Dowager Governess is still alive. He assumes that 

the losing of Prue’s little brother Mac has the relation with Alexandra. Prince or 

Owl Rex is afraid if the Dowager Governess revenges to the government makes 

turmoil in the city. 

3.2.9 The Dowager Governess Revenge 

 The Dowager Governess revenges to the people of the Wood because her 

son died and cannot to be the next of the Governor in the South Wood. It shows in 

the next quotation: 

“Alexandra handled these two unfathomable tragedies as well as could be 

expected, and she assumed the governorship, gaining the title Dowager 

Governess—but her grief was eating her from the inside out, and she 

became distant and withdrawn to those who know her best. She isolated 

herself in the Mansion and kept very strang company: soothsayers, 

gypsies, and practitioners of the black arts. Her aides were powerless to 
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stop her. Finally, she called the two most renowned toy makers in South 

Wood and, behind the mansion walls, commanded them to create a 

mechanical replica of her dead son, Alexie.” (Meloy, 2011: 182)  

On the quotation above shows that Alexandra gets a bad accident, she is really 

depressed. After losing her husband, she also lost her only child. Because of her 

sadness, she takes the magicians to regenerate his son Alexi by using black magic. 

She also being killed by the official government in the Wildwood. That is why she 

revenges to destroy all of the Wood. So, all of the human and animal who lives in 

the Wood will obey her. And the step to revenge is taking and keeping a little 

baby Mac to be victimization. Mac will be victimization for ivy trees. Ivy trees is 

a magic tree which can destroy all of the Wood. Ivy tree is bloodthirsty that is 

why the Dowager Governess takes Mac to feed ivy tree, while she can control the 

Wood.  

 3.2.10 Prue Arrested by Coyotes 

The general has died, the king of bandits is arrested by coyotes soldier. 

Prue is desperate to find her little brother Mac. Prue’s mind is messed up, she 

does not know how to bring Mac back to her parent. She never imagines that the 

difficulty to bring the baby back is so dangerous and sacrifices many habitant 

lives in I.W. Prue also gets injured because of that accident. She cannot think what 

happens to Mac in the wood lonely and arrested by coyotes.    

“She desperately fought the images that were crowding into her mind’s 

eye, macabre pictures of what might happen to a baby in a wild forest 

unfed, a captive to a flock of violent crows.” (Meloy, 2011: 297) 
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On the quotation above means that Prue tries to kill her imagination about how 

cruel the animal in the Wood and probably something happened to Mac. At the 

same time, Prue feels hopeless for her imagination to bring her brother back. 

While Alexandra tells Prue to back her home. Alexandra promises to Prue to bring 

baby Mac if she finds him. As the conversation below: 

“I swear to you,” she said, “On the grave of my only son. As a woman and 

a mother,” Alexandra eyes, too, appeared to be filling with tears. “I will 

found your bother. And when I do, I will charge my soldiers to return him, 

immediately, to your home and your family.” (Meloy, 2011: 303) 

Based on the quotation above, Alexandra make an oath to Prue on the grave of her 

son that she will find her brother Mac. While her tears is falling down. And she 

says that she will instruct her army to return her brother Mac to her house and her 

family. Whereas, Alexandra wants to sacrifice baby Mac for ivy trees. In fact, 

Alexandra is the one who steals baby Mac from Prue by sending the coyotes into 

Portland. Alexandra says that Prue cannot live in the place that she never imagines 

before. Because I.W and Portland are different, better Prue does not live in the 

magic place. She is confused about what has happened to her and Mac. And how 

to tell her parent that Mac was brought by the coyotes in the deepest Wood. Her 

parent will think that Prue just imagines something. It is non sense. Or she will be 

punished by her parents because she cannot save Mac.  

3.2.11 Prue Repatriated by the Dowager Governor 

 Prue does not know if her brother Mac is taken by Alexandra. Alexandra 

repatriates Prue to her home because if she knows about her plan, she will against 
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her. To avoid the outsider entering the Impassable Wilderness, they strengthen the 

magic of Periphery. But, Alexandra’s plan fails because Prue is half-caste of 

Wood magic. That is why she can enter the I.W easily.  

“Prue’s head was spinning. She realized, as she was marched through the 

woods by the coyotes, that she’d not actually stood on her own since the 

crash landing, and she was noticing that there was a distinct, needling pain 

in her ankle as well as her chest.”(Meloy, 2011: 296)  

On the quotation above, Prue is upset because she has been arrested by 

Alexandra's army. She walks through the wood, even though she cannot stand by 

well. But, Alexandra instructs her army to understand the condition of Prue. There 

is a wound in her ankles and chest.   

  3.2.12 Prue Goes to North Wood to Find Help 

 The Governor of South Wood gives residence to Prue as long as the 

government is looking for her brother. Prue is tightly guarded by the police while 

in South Wood. Rumors about the outsider are able to enter wood safely is heard 

by owl rex, the prince of South Wood. The prince of South Wood points her to go 

to North Wood to help her finding Mac. At North Wood, Prince tells Prue to meet 

Mystic. Prue asks help to Richard to accompany her to go to North Wood because 

everybody will look for her. 

“The owl, just before the police showed up, said if all else fails I should go 

to North Wood. To see the Mystics. Enver here seems to think I can catch 

a ride with an eagle if I could just get myself across the border to the 

Avian Principality. And since the whole South Wood is searching for me 

and any bird that happens to be in the vicinity, I’d need to do that 

undetected.” (Meloy, 2011: 242) 
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According to the quotation about Prue says to the eagle that Owl Rex instructs her 

to go to North Wood if her effort fails. And she must meet Mystics to get help to 

find her brother. Owl Rex is afraid that something will happen to the wood 

because of Prue’s brother is taken by coyotes in the outside of the wood. She 

needs the eagle’s help to accompany her through the border of Avian Principality. 

Prue hopes that eagle brings her into Avian Principality to avoid the official 

Wildwood who is looking for her. 

  3.2.12 Prue Comes from Impassable Wilderness 

 After she comes back to her home, her parent is very happy and worries 

about what happened to their child after losing so long. Prue’s parent asks her 

what happens to her and Mac. Prue tells that Mac is taken by the coyotes into I.W 

and Alexandra tells her to go home. And Alexandra will return Mac if she finds 

him. Finally, her parents tell the truth before Prue was born. 

“Anyway your mom, was in a serious conversation with this woman when 

I came up, and your mother, she turned to me and said, ‘She can help us 

She can make us have kids’ Just like that. ” (Meloy, 2011: 331) 

At that time, her mom meets old woman who sells knick-knacks in the market and 

start having conversation. This old woman says that she can help her to get a 

baby. Her mother tells Prue’s father that the old woman can help them. The truth 

is Prue has mixed blood. Alexandra is the witch who gives alive to Prue. In the 

past, Prue's parents were unable to have children, but Prue's parents really want 

children. One day, they are going to the bazaar and meet an old granny who gives 

them the runes. The old granny gives instruction to Prue’s parent to go to Gosh 
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Bridge. After crossing the Gosh Bridge, they must ring the bell to call the witch, 

she is Alexandra. To open the Gosh Bridge, they must throw the runes. Runes are 

trinkets which can open the gosh bridge. Alexandra comes and asks them about 

what they want. Her parents want Alexandra to give them a child. But, Alexandra 

gives them a provision. If they get the second child, it will belong to Alexandra. 

So, Alexandra touch stomach’s mother. After a while, the mother gets pregnant. 

While her parent tells Prue that Mac is Alexandra’s child because Mac is the 

second child. “This woman you met,” her dad said slowly. “This Governess. Your 

mother and I, we’ve met her before.” (Meloy, 2011: 328) They come back home 

and the gosh bridge is closed by the dark clouds that are very creepy. Prue feels 

shocked because she is alive because of Alexandra’s magic. Her dad tells that 

maybe this is the time for Alexandra to take her baby back. So, their parents do 

not want Prue to come back to look for baby Mac. They are thankful to Alexandra 

for giving them Prue in their life. Prue cannot imagine that she is a mixed blood of 

the wood. That is why Prue can enter I.W safely because she comes from that 

place. “So, that was it. You were born.” (Meloy, 2011: 333) Prue realize that her 

dad ever asked her to not go to I.W and asks something about I.W. Prue also 

remember when she goes to I.W, the people are curious about Prue; why she can 

enter I.W easily since she is an outsider people. On the other hand, the official 

government has protected the Wood by making magic called periphery to avoid 

the outsider entering I.W.  
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  3.2.13 Prue Gets Her Brother Mac Back 

 The battle between Prue allies and Alexandra coyotes sheds a lot of blood. 

So many animals and human being killed in this battle. But, Prue and her allies 

win. She can believe that she can get her little brother Mac back. She cries happily 

and embraces her brother. 

“This is just overwhelming. Just to get my brother back. I mean, me just 

being here. I feel like everyone I come in contact with, I’m ruining their 

lives.” (Meloy, 2011: 475) 

Prue cries and says that she comes from the outside and just wants to bring back 

her little brother Mac. But she just breaks the other life of human and animal in 

the Wood who has helped her.   
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CHAPTER IV 

 CONCLUSION  

4.1 Conclusion 

 This chapter shows the conclusion of the analysis in the third chapter. The 

result of the analysis presents the imagination which affects the character of the 

children using dream theory. It shows in the novel Wildwood and Prue is one of 

the children who imagines something that changes her character because she hears 

the myth of Impassable Wilderness. Prue gets experience because of her brother 

Mac is taken by the big crows into Impassable Wilderness. That is the part of 

Prue’s imagination which becomes true. Whereas, she cannot distinguish between 

imagination or her hallucination and reality. 

The first imagination that appears in Prue’s mind is when Prue hears the 

dog’s howling differently. The sounds of the dog she heard were so strong, deep 

and very scary than the neighbor dogs. The second is she sees the big crows fly in 

the garden. When she sees the sky becomes so cloudy because it is covered by the 

crow's wing in the Portland city near the library. The third is her brother Mac was 

brought by the big crows into Impassable Wilderness. The fourth is Prue enters 

the Impassable Wilderness. The fifth is the initial I.W from the map of Rusia 

known by the outsider is covered by periphery magic, that is why the outsider 

cannot enter the Impassable Wilderness. The seventh is Prue flies on the back 

eagle. When Prue asks help in the North Wood to take her little brother Mac, she 

flies on the eagle’s back. The last is Prue opens gosh bridge after she knows that 
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she has a mystics blood. Those all the imagination that appear before she enters 

Impassable Wilderness and her imagination becomes real after she enters it.  

The second result is the causes of Prue’s imagination towards Impassable 

Wilderness. The first is Prue’s father buy a new atlas, while she is seeing the map 

of Rusia. In the map of Rusia, she finds initial of I.W. and her father tells Prue 

that is the name of the dangerous wood in Rusia. The second is Prue hears the 

rumors from her friend about the man who is out from Impassable Wilderness 

after several years with a bad condition. The third is the big crows go out from 

Impassable Wilderness and cover the sky in the park of Portland area. The fourth 

is her little brother Mac is taken by the big crows into Impassable Wilderness. The 

fifth is Prue goes to South Wood to report her baby Mac which is taken by the big 

crows, and she wants the governor help to find him. On the other hand, she gets a 

letter from Owl Rex to ask for help in the Avian Principality, North Wood, and 

the last hope is the mystics who can help her to find her brother. When she has 

entered the Impassable Wilderness, sometimes she still does not believe that the 

mystics world is real. While, when she goes to Impassable Wilderness, Prue hears 

the rumors of the Dowager Governor who takes her baby Mac. The Dowager 

Governor who instructs the big crows going out into Portland area and taking 

baby Mac. Everything that happens in the Impassable Wilderness is because the 

structure of the government is bad. The Dowager Governor revenges the citizens 

of the wood because she was killed by the official governor even though she is the 

next legal heirs. She is waking up the ivy tree to kill all the Wood because ivy tree 

is the center or the heart of the wood. In fact, the name of Impassable Wilderness 
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is just made by a human being. It is because the periphery magic which covers the 

wood from an outsider.  

Those all the results found by the researcher. The children like to imagine 

something that they hear, see, or read. Their imagination sometimes seems real 

even though not all of their imagination become real. But, this novel makes one of 

the children becomes real when she faces the problem of that myth. It is the 

imagination to make the character of children changes such as they become more 

silent than before, they feel that they become crazy about it, or the children 

become braver than before.   
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