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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

2.1 Theoretical Framework 

2.1.1 Language Variety 

There are many languages in the world. There can also be many languages 

used in a country. Every language is different each other. It could be different 

pronunciation, grammar, dialect, style and etc. Language variety is a form that 

differs from other form of the language systematically. Variety is a broad term 

which includes different accents, different linguistic styles, different dialects 

and even different languages which contrast each other for social reason 

(Holmes, 1992)  

From those terms that language variety has different form from other. 

Every community has different way of using language in their society. It could 

distinguish between the varieties of language or give the identity of the 

language and the user.   

Moreover, language variation is determined by some factors, such as age, 

place, sex and situation. For the first factor, that different age has different 

language using, for example the children have different pronunciation or 

unperfected grammatical rule because they are still in learning or in a process 

of language acquisition.  It is different from adult because they acquired the 

language. The second factor is place, it emerges regional dialect. For example, 

the origin of many regional dialects of American English can be traced to the 
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people who settled in North American in the seventeenth and eighteenth 

centuries, because they came from different parts of England, these early 

settlers already spoke different dialects of English. The third factor is sex; 

male and female have different language. For example, male uses more swear 

words than female. The fourth factor is situation. It differentiates formal and 

informal situation. For example, when the situation is formal such as at office 

or school, people use formal language but when informal language uses in 

informal situation such as at home or a meeting with friends. 

Then the writer makes the conclusion that language variety occurs because 

of social variation and variety of language function.  

 
 

2.1.2 Register 

The members of the society have different background and activities; there 

are also have different languages. Register refers to  properties  within  a  

language  variety  that  associates  language  with  a  given situation. Trudgill 

defines that register is a language variety that is shaped by the work 

environment (Trudgill, 1974). Then Wardhaugh stated Registers are sets of 

vocabulary items associated with discrete occupational or social group. 

Surgeons, airline pilots, bank managers, sales clerks, jazz fans, and pimps 

employ different registers (Wardhaugh, 2006). It means register occurs in any 

situation involving members of particular profession or occupation.  

Register is variety of language used for specific purpose. Register is sets 

of vocabulary items that are used by an individual or a group or community in 
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certain matter and specific purpose (Fishman, 1972).  Halliday stated register 

is variety defined by reference to the social context. It means register has a 

strong relationship with the social context in particular society.  

People participating in recurrent communication situations tend to develop 

similar vocabularies, similar features of intonation, and characteristic bits of 

syntax and phonology that they use in these situations (Ferguson, 1994). It 

means that Register is a variant of language that is used in the particular jobs 

or communities to describe the specific vocabulary associated with different 

occupational groups and usually cannot be understood by other people or other 

groups of community. It could be described as an occupational style. Register 

helps them to express their identity at a specific time or place and how they 

seek to present their self to others. Different social interaction also becomes 

the factor of the different register in using language. 

 
 

2.1.3 The Categories of Register  

The linguist Michael Halliday divides these variables into three categories: 

1. Field: what language is being used to talk about and the setting in 

which communication takes place. 

The field includes: the topic and the interactants (person or thing that 

interact). 

a) The topic of discourse can be: 

 Specialized/ technical (e.g. talking about the environment etc.) 

 Every day (e.g. talking about shopping etc.) 
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b) The interactants (person or thing that interact) may have: 

 specialized knowledge of the field (e.g. a scientist writing for an 

article for an academic journal) 

 Common knowledge of the field (e.g. the readers of a newspaper 

article). 

The  field  determines  the  use  of  specialized  language,  for  

example  whether  technical  terms  or  everyday terms are used. It is 

of course always important for a writer to think about his/ her 

audience (who he/ she is writing for), which may be specialist or 

wide-public. 

2. Tenor of discourse: refer to who is taking part, the role relationships 

between the speaker and addressee.  

The relationship between the speaker and addressee varies according 

to: 

 status (ranging from unequal as in the case of a boss to employee 

and equal as friend to friend) 

 affective  involvement  (ranging  from  high  as  with  

friends/family  members  or  with  business clients) 

 Contact (ranging from frequent as people who frequently meet you 

and occasional as people who rarely meet you). 

The  relationship  between  the speaker and addressee  influences  the  

formality  of  the  language  used. 
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3. Mode of discourse: the role language is playing in the interaction 

a) Language can be:  

 Written (letter, email) 

 Spoken (speech and conversation) 

 Written to be spoken (e.g. a political speech). 

 Spoken to be written ( recording script in subtitling) 

b) Language can be:  

 Spontaneous (e.g. conversation) 

  Planned (e.g. a composition or article). 

c) The level of instructiveness of language varies. There can be the 

possibility of having:  

 Immediate feedback (e.g. conversation) 

 Rapid feedback (e.g. emails) 

 Delayed feedback (e.g. letters). (Danzil,2015) 

 
2.1.4 Part of Speech 

The writer includes part of speech in her theoretical framework because 

register used by character in Shooter movie classified into several kinds of 

part of speech, there are many various vocabularies can be classified into it. 

Verspoor, Marjoljn and Kim Sauter classified into eight of part of speech, they 

are: 

1. Nouns. 

 Nouns are words used to refer name things, person and place.  
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For example: 

Things (book, chair) 

Person (boy, Mary) 

Place (School) 

2. Verbs.  

Verbs usually denote processes, action or state: walk, run, be, become, 

think, believe and so on that may I take place or occur over time.  

For example:  

a. Students walk to beautiful garden  

b. They think about the creation of our God.  

3. Adjectives 

Adjectives are words that modify a noun.  

For example:  

a. A handsome boy, 

b.  A busy street  

c. Strong women.  

4. Adverbs 

Adverbs are words used to refer to verb, adjectives; the typical adverbs 

are words like here, home, there and yesterday expressing where or when 

an event or situation is taking place. Also question words them like 

where, when and how are adverbs called interrogative adverbs.  

For example: 

a.  He ran yesterday,  
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b. He writes well and  

c. How does he write?  

5. Pronouns 

 Pronouns are words used in place of noun phrase: his, hers, we, and you. 

For example:  

a. His book cost more than hers,  

b. We talk to you.  

6. Prepositions 

Prepositions are word placed before noun and pronoun to indicate the 

relationship of two part of sentence. For example: in, on, at, about, with, 

of, to, by, beside, before and after.  

For example:  

a. The boy in the room running in a circle was crazy about the fact that 

his dog had barked at his cat.  

7. Conjunctions.  

Conjunctions are word used to make connection and indicate relationship 

one sentence to the next sentence: or, but, and, because.  

For example:  

a. John or Mary is leaving now.   

8. Articles 

Articles are word used with nouns to form noun phrases classifying those 

things: a, an, the.  

For example:  
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a. I want to eat an apple, she buy a book in book’s store (Verspoor, 

Marjoljn and Kim Sauter, 2000). 

 
 

2.1.5 Meaning  

 In linguistics, meaning is what the source or sender expresses, 

communicates or conveys in their message to the observer or reciever, and 

what the receiver infers from the current context. Semantic is the study of how 

meaning is conveyed through signs and language. Ferdinand Mongin De 

Saussure described language in term of signs. Sign is the combination of a 

signifieds and a signifiers. The signifier is the sound of the linguistic object.  

 While the signified is the image associated with the sound. For example, we 

hear symbol “cat” that we have some kind of image about cat (the animal that 

has four feed, it has long and sometimes short tile, it can be as a friend for the 

human, it like fish and so on). Then the sign is essentially the relationship 

between the two. The bond between the signifier and signified is arbitrary. 

There is no manual book in which signifier and signified go together. It means 

that there is no logical relation between a particular sound image and concept. 

An example of this is the fact that there are different words in different 

language for the same thing. Dog is “dog” in English, “Perro” in Spanish, 

“Chien” in Frech, and “Hund” in German (Palmer, 1976).  

 Hurford state meaning can be divided into two parts, literal and non-literal 

meaning. Literal meaning which evokes two main ideas, first, that the 

meanings of words and sentences are essentially independent of the context or 
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occasion of use. Second, the meaning of a composite expression is essentially 

compositional. Literal meaning shows a meaning as it is written in a language. 

For example, in the sentence “I am hungry”, it can be understood well directly 

that the speaker was hungry (Hurford, 2007). 

 Then, Saeed state that non literal meaning shows a mean indirectly. For 

example, in the sentence “I could eat a horse”, it does not mean that the 

speaker would really eat a horse. It means that the speaker were really in 

hunger (Saeed, 2003). Non literal uses of language are traditionally called 

figurative and are described by a host of rhetorical term including metaphor, 

irony, metonymy, synecdoche, hyperbole and litotes. Here the explanation,  

a. Metaphor is a statement that one thing is something else, or it’s a 

comparison made between things which are essentially not alike. A 

metaphor does not use a connecting word such as “like” and “as”. For 

example the teacher is a hero without badge. 

b. Metonymy is a kind of non-literal language in which one entity is used 

to refer to another entity that is associated with it in some way. In other 

words, metonymic concepts allow us to conceptualize one thing by 

means of its relation to something else. For example: John asks Aqua 

to his mother because he is thirty. Aqua means water 

c. Hyperbole is a figure of speech which employs exaggeration. 

Hyperbole differs from exaggeration in that it is extreme or excessive. 

It can produce a very dramatic effect. Hyperbole is an expression of 

exaggeration such as a bombastic. Consequently, hyperbole is kind of 
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figure of speech is used by the poet to exaggerate something. 

Exaggeration of the description of what we see and feel followed by 

emotion, so the users of language do not satisfy that they express only 

what we can say but it is added by other words to show their 

expression more attractive. In fact, we can prove the truth because the 

truth sometimes is an opposite expression. Sometimes hyperbole is 

called overstatement. For example I have told him a thousand times, he 

state his 10.000 promises. 

d. Irony is the meaning implied by a sentence or word meaning. For 

example ‘I am happy today. It is useful day”. The sentence on the 

surface conveys that the speaker is happy with his useful day but 

actually what he means is that he is extremely unhappy with their 

useful day. 

e. Synecdoche is a literary device in which a part of something represents 

the whole or it may use a whole to represent a part. It may also call a 

thing by the name of the material it is made of or it may refer to a thing 

in a container or packing by the name of that container or packing. For 

example the word “sails” refers to a whole ship. 

f. Litotes is a figure of speech which employs an understatement by 

using double negatives or, in other words, positive statement is 

expressed by negating its opposite expressions. For example “she is 

not a beauty queen” means “She is ugly” (Reaske, 1996). 
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The writer includes kinds of figurative in her theoretical framework 

because register used by characters in Shooter movie have non literal 

meaning that other people outside this group do not know the meaning are.  

 
 

2.1.6 Previous Study 

 There are some studies which had been conducted regarding the register. 

These previous studies have relevant with this study.  

 Abdi Muflih Dzaky from English Department of Language and Literature, 

Faculty of Cultural studies Brawijaya University Surabaya in 2014. He has 

conducted sociolinguistic about register used by Nol Derajat Film community 

in the process of making reflection movie. The result of this study revealed 

that there were 20 registers used in the process of making movie. They are 

action, bocor, camera, choose, clipper, cut, detail, focus, freeze, in-frame, 

lighting, long shot, noise, reflector, rolling, scene, shot, sound, take and talent. 

All those registers have 2 different meanings namely literal meaning and 

register meaning.  

 Yetty Faridatul Ulfah from faculty of letters and fine arts Sebelas Maret 

University Surakarta in 2010. She has conducted sociolinguistic study about 

register analysis in English movie advertisements of www.21-

CINEPLEX.COM. This study used descriptive research and a purposive 

sampling technique was employed in the research. The results also give 

evidences that language varieties consist of formal and informal styles. In 

terms of sentence structure, the findings reveal that most of movie 

http://www.21-cineplex.com/
http://www.21-cineplex.com/
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advertisement text employed the simplex sentence structure. In addition there 

were 9 kinds of figures of speech. Those are hyperbole, synecdoche, 

metonymy, personification, simile, climax, paradox, repetition and 

parallelism. The most dominant was hyperbole.  

  Fajar Herviyati from Faculty of arts and humanties, State Institute of 

Islamic Studies Sunan Ampel Surabaya in 2014. She investigated register 

used by business community in William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of 

Venice. This study focused on the register used in business communication, 

especially the vocabulary used in the specific community and also the factor 

and the purposes of register. The analysis used descriptive method to find out 

the register included in.  

 These studies have analyzed language variety of register, related with the 

previous study more researcher analyze the register in the movie so the writer 

want analyze about register used by characters in Shooter movie. This study 

focused on the register used in shooter community. The analysis used 

qualitative method to find out the register. Then the register will be classified 

into several parts of speech. The difference of this thesis with three of 

previous study above is located in the difference of the data used. I take this 

research because there is no one person analyzes register used by shooter 

community. It can contribute new knowledge about what register used in 

shooter movie. In this movie there are new vocabularies that we do not know 

the meaning is. 

 




