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CHAPTER III 

ANALYSIS 

 This chapter presents the data analysis to answer the research problems. 

This reseacrh will talk about the main character’s characterization; describes the 

main character’s Bob and Jimmy when as young in earlier and  reveal the way of 

Jimmy’s act by using others hands to arrest Bob based on his id,ego,superego. The 

data is narrated events in the short story, After Twenty Years by O’Henry, taken 

from website http://www.facultyedu.com/shortstory/O’Henry.pdf/html.    

3.1. The Character of  Jimmy’s in O’Henry’s After Twenty Years. 

3.1.1.  Main Character  

  As Nurgiyantoro said that characters in fiction are divided in some types.  

Significance role in in developing story in main character and peripheral 

character. Main character is a main person that appears in all scenes in the whole 

story, he or she always be told whole sides of from his life, but peripheral 

character is supporting character for main character, they just exist when they 

have correlation with main character (Nurgiyantoro 176-177). So, Jimmy  

becomes the main character of this story because they appears on the whole story 

from begin until the end of this story. 

 

 

 

http://www.facultyedu.com/shortstory/O
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3.1.2.  Typical character  

  Nurgiyantoro said typical character is character that often appears in 

working quality or nationality like human in general (191). In After Twenty Years,  

Bob and Jimmy are typical character is proved appears that they have nationally, 

is explained in this story that they are American citizen in folloing quotation. 

“He and I grew up together here in New York,  
  like two brothers”(O’Henry 2). 

From explanation above it is seen that Bob and Jimmy have same 

nationally is American citizen as friends with lives together at the same town that 

is New York. Bob and Jimmy is a typical of  human in general, and they are grow 

from  American and lives in New York. It is signified that he is a typical character 

in this story. 

3.1.3 Protagonist character 

In After Twenty Years, Jimmy is portrayed as the protagonist of the plot 

because he shows looking face trustworthy as the policeman and has sympathy 

feeling to Bob as friends. As what Nurgiyantoro said protagonist character is like 

a hero, this character usually shows sympathy feeling and looking face (178). 

 The note says; 

”The man from the West opened the little piece of paper.  
  His hand began to shake a little as he read. 

“Bob: I was at the place on time. I saw the face of the man wanted by    
Chicago cops. I didn’t want to arrest you myself. So I went and got another 
cop and sent him to do the job.  

JIMMY(O’Henry 4)” 
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 From the contents of note was written by Jimmy it is so clear that Jimmy 

has protagonist character. He is at the appointed place to keep promise and does 

not arrest Bob as criminal by himself that is  wanted in Chicago as friends. 

3.1.4 Flat Character 

In After Twenty Years, Jimmy also has flat character. A flat character is 

one who changes little. In other word, a flat character remains same throughout 

the work; it is a character that has one private quality, flat character  has attitude 

and characterization that  relative same, not develop (Nurgiyantoro 188). It can be 

proved that Jimmy has flat character in the following 

 “I moved around everywhere, and I moved quickly”,  
“But I know that Jimmy will meet me here if he can”.  
“He was always true as any man in the world”.  
“He’ll never forget. I came a thousand miles to stand here tonight”.  
“But I’ll be glad about that, if my old friend comes too (O’Henry 2)”. 

From this quotation above, Jimmy does not his develop personality and 

relatively same, he is always a true man. His friends describe that Jimmy as true 

man that will keep the promise.  

3.2 The Character of Bob in O’Henry’s After Twenty Years. 

3.2.1.  Main Character  

  Main character is a main person that appears in all scenes in the whole 

story, he or she always be told whole sides of from his life, but peripheral 

character is supporting character for main character, they just exist when they 

have correlation with main character ( Nurgiyantoro 176-177). So, Bob  becomes 
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the main character of this story because they appears on the whole story from 

begin until the end of this story. 

3.2.2. Antagonist character 

In After Twenty Years, Bob potrayed as antagonist which caused conflict 

of friendship becames as criminal. In appearance function character, there are 

protagonist and antagonist characters. As what Nurgiyantoro said that antagonist 

is the character which causes conflict (179).  

 “You’ve been under arrest for ten minutes, Bob”.  
“Chicago cops thought you might be coming to New York”.  
“They told us to watch for you”. 
“ Are you coming quietly? That a wise”, 
 “But first here is something I was asked to you” 
 “You may read it here at window. 
 “Its from a cop named Wells”(O’Henry 4). 

 
From the quotation above it so clear that Bob is antagonist character. The 

conflict is when Bob becames as criminal that wanted in Chicago. Moreover, Bob 

was arrested undercover cop because his best friends Jimmy (who as also police) 

does not want arrest Bob, so Jimmy has a different cop to arrest. 

3.2.3. Round Character 

In After Twenty Years Bob also has round  character. As what 

Nurgiyantoro said that round character is not only showing a certain character, but 

also they can show various characters and behavior, even it may be in a 

contradiction and difficult to guess (183). Bob is seen as round character since she 

shows some changes in particular way during the story and her action surprises 

the reader in following quotation: 
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“It sometimes changes a good man into a bad one,” said the tall man.  
“You’ve been under arrest for ten minutes, Bob”.  
“Chicago cops thought you might be coming to New York”.  
“They told us to watch for you”(O’ Henry 4). 

From the explanation above, it can be seen that the character of Bob  

shows some changes in the end of the story. One of them is Bob who shows as a 

man who really friendly  with Jimmy in the beginning of story changes to as 

wanted criminal in the end. It proved that Bob  is a round character that really 

influences the story and her action also surprises the readers. 

One way to understand the personality and behavior of the character is 

through the study of characterization. According to Di Yanni, characterization is 

the means by which writers presents and reveal the character (55). 

3.3. Jimmy’s Characterization in early part of story. 

According to Josip Novakovich, in presenting and determining the 

character’s personality in the story, Generally the authors use three methods in 

their works. The first is, action of the character. The second is, self-delineation of 

character. The last is appearance of character (77-79).  

3.3.1. Jimmy’s appearance. 

The author describes the character through the character’s appearance, 

(Josip Novakovich 79). In After Twenty Years, As boy Jimmy is so tall. Through 

Bob’s explaination, it can be seen that  Jimmy’s body is just tall. Bob does not 

know that the man with him actually is not Jimmy’s physical appereance in 

following quotation: 
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“It gave me everything I asked for. You’ve changed, Jimmy.  
 I never thought you were so tall.” 
“Oh, I grew a little after I was twenty.” 
“Are you doing well in New York, Jimmy?”(O’Henry 3). 

 In conversation above, Bob surprises because Jimmy has change because 

as Bob’s know about tall of Jimmy. Moreover, in story Jimmy’s nose is not long 

in following quotation: 

At the corner stood a shop bright with electric lights.  
When they came near, each turned to look at the other’s face. 
The man from the West stopped suddenly and pulled his arm away. 
“You’re not Jimmy Wells,” he said.  
“Twenty years is a long time,  
“but not long enough to change the shape of a man’s nose (4)”. 

Through Bob’s explanation it can be seen that Jimmy has nose not too 

pointed. In conversation, Bob realizes that person who with him is not Jimmy his 

close friend, because Bob still remembers about Jimmy’s nose. Bob remembers 

that Jimmy’s nose is not too pointed. In his opinion, eventhough meet in long 

time it cannot the change humans nose. Moreover,  Jimmy is described as 

character twenty years old in following quotation:  

“Twenty years ago tonight,” said the man, 
“I had dinner here with Jimmy Wells”.  
“He was my best friend and the best fellow in the world”.  
“He and I grew up together here in New York, like two brothers”.  
“I was eighteen and Jimmy was twenty” . 
“The next morning I was to start for the West (2). 

From quotation above, Jimmy is older than Bob, and  they have almost 

same in their ages with difference two years until like as two brothers with grow 

together in New York as their town. In short story After Twenty Years, in early 

part of story the author explain that appearance of Jimmy is does not rich and 

jobless by itself. Jimmy chooses shops stands with the name Big Joe Brady 
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restaurant for dinner and discussion because this place only shops stands in 

following quotation: 

 “About twenty years ago there was a restaurant”. 
“ where this shop stands Big Joe’ Brady’s restaurant”. 
“I had dinner here with Jimmy Wells” 
“He was my best friend and the best fellow in the world”.  
“The next morning I was to start for the West”.  
“I was going to find a job and make a great success (2). 

From quotation above, when  Jimmy discusses about future with his 

friends  in shops stands at night. In his opinion shop stands have contains with 

menu is not expensive. As young, Jimmy is does not rich. He does not choose 

Restaurant as like general because of money. Through shop stand he having food 

with cheap. 

3.3.2. Jimmy’s action. 

 In the scene, the author can make the character moves. Here, the author 

can show the character from the voice, and its action (Josip Novakovich 77). In  

After Twenty Years, in early part of story the author show that Jimmy has like and 

loyal with New York as his town. Jimmy considers that New York is the place 

that the one and only in his life. 

“The next morning I was to start for the West”.  
“I was going to find a job and make a great success”.  
“You couldn’t have pulled Jimmy out of New York”.  
“He thought it was the only place on earth” (O’Henry 2). 

In conversation Bob forces to Jimmy for leaving New York as their town 

go out to the West to get job in order to they can be successful together. 

Furthermore,  Jimmy refuses what is proposed by Bob because Jimmy does not 

believe about said to go out in West and does not leaves New York. Moreover, 
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in Jimmy’s mind does not has obsession being wealth and much money which 

explained  in following quotation 

“I surely was! I hope Jimmy has done half as well”.  
“He was a slow mover”.  
“I’ve had to fight for my success”.  
“In New York a man doesn’t change much”.  
“In the West you learn how to fight for what you get (3)”. 

 From quotation above, In earlier, Jimmy as young is slow but sure to get 

everything he wants especially his future. It is so clear, Jimmy does not has  

obsession to have much money such as Bob.  

 Jimmy has own way to enjoy his life, with his personality trait and all 

characters itself brings his life that he wants to  take apart with Bob. Some 

characters of  Jimmy is discussed in earlier. In early part of story, Jimmy same 

as Bob is  does not rich and jobless. Jimmy has loyal and like New York as his 

town. Jimmy consideres that New York is the place that the one and only in his 

life. Jimmy is loyal with New York and  does not has obsession being wealth. 

Furthermore,  Jimmy accepts Bob to make reunion in after twenty years to know 

what their future are. 

3.4. Bob Characterization in early part of story. 

3.4.1.  Bob’s appearance. 

 According Josip Novakovich, the author describes the character through 

the character’s appearance (79). Here, will discuss about Bob’s appearance. In  

short story Bob’s face is looking strange in following statement 

The man near the door had a colorless square face with bright eyes  
And a little white mark near his right eye.  
He had a large jewel in his necktie (O’Henry 2). 
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 As boy, Bob is described  having face so scary with white scar in his 

rightbrow and square face. Bob is a character of eighteen years old boy. As 

friends, Bob is younger than Jimmy that he has same in their ages has little 

difference is two years with Jimmy in following quotation: 

“Twenty years ago tonight,” said the man, 
“I had dinner here with Jimmy Wells”.  
“He was my best friend and the best fellow in the world”.  
“He and I grew up together here in New York, like two brothers”.  
“I was eighteen and Jimmy was twenty” . 
“The next morning I was to start for the West (2). 

 
From this quotation Bob maintains his friendship with Jimmy in eighteen 

years old because in next Bob takes apart go to the West and leaves Jimmy as 

friends.  

3.4.2. Bob’s self-delination. 

Self-delineation is also possible that the writer tries to explain the 

character through the character itself (Josip Novakovich 79). In short story After 

Twenty Years, in early part of story, Bob explains his character by himself that has 

purposes to became great success in early part of story in following quotation. 

He and I grew up together here in New York, like two brothers.  
I was eighteen and Jimmy was twenty.  
The next morning I was to start for the West.  
I was going to find a job and make a great success (O’Henry 2). 

In the quotation Bob determines to leaves New York especially Jimmy as 

his friends for money. Bob is young man who has a great ambition to become 

wealthy and has much money. Furthermore Bob decides to be out to  New York 

for go to the West. Bob believes with by going to the West he will be rich. 
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Moreover, Bob follow his ambition to get rich is very strong in following 

quotation: 

“Yes,for a time we did write to each other,” said the man”, 
“But after a year or two, we stopped”, 
“The West is big. I moved around everywhere,  
“and I moved quickly”(2). 

From above quotation  Bob move quickly because he does not work in 

only one places because he follow his ambition to seek money. Therefore, they 

lost communication. Bob accepts a decisions with Jimmy to makes reunion again 

by theirselves for keeping relation as friendship in following quotation:  

 “We agreed that night that we would meet”  
“here again in twenty years”.  
“We thought that in twenty years we would know what kind of men we 
 “were, and what future waited for us.”(2). 

From the quotation above, Bob accepts to makes reunion with Jimmy to 

meet again after twenty years ages because they have different career path to takes 

apart. So, if they meets each other their ages will be increase. Jimmy will 40 years 

old and Bob will be 38 years old and they are not young. Men reach the top their 

careers between 38-50 years. Generally, most people will be more successful, or 

otherwise did not do anything. At this time, a person makes strong-willed in a 

career that will reach in top of success in their age, even more they have 

successful in their previous ages www.kompasiana.com/hadienglish/menyikapi-

usia-madya html.  It is so clear, they make promises in after twenty years because 

Bob and Jimmy are acceptable at the ages they will know what their futures are. 

Jimmy is his friends since he was child and grow together until Bob consideres as 

his brother in following quotation: 

http://www.kompasiana.com/hadienglish/menyikapi-
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“Twenty years ago tonight,” said the man,  
“I had dinner here with Jimmy Wells.  
He was my best friend and the best fellow in the world.  
He and I grew up together here in New York, like two brothers (2). 

From this quotation, Bob considers that Jimmy is like his brother because 

he was proud to be his friends. In conversation, Bob explains Jimmy with word 

“fellow”. Fellow is calling that used by couple that mutual or there is special 

relationship. Other word fellow is soulmate. 

Bob has own way to enjoy his life, with his personality trait and all 

characters itself brings his life that he wants takes apart with Jimmy. Some 

characters of  Bob is discussed in earlier. As young, Bob is not rich and jobless. 

He has great ambition to become wealthy and have much money. Furthermore he 

decides to be out of  New York to go to the West whereas he believes with go to 

the West he will be becomes rich. However, Bob accepts with Jimmy’s presence 

make to reunion after twenty years to know what future are and  to keep relation 

as friendship. 

3.5. Description of Jimmy’s act by Using Other’s Hand to Arrest Bob in 

O’Henry’s After Twenty Years. 

 In analysis before, Jimmy’s characters and characterization are told. 

Jimmy has a flat character. Jimmy has flat character, he stays true and loyal 

person with New York as his town. Through his loyality it brings Jimmy to 

become policeman. In after twenty years,  Jimmy remembers that the times to 

meet Bob, his old friends. At the same time, when Jimmy realizes Bob’s face, it is 

same as criminal that is wanted by Chicago Cop. Jimmy is reponsible in arresting 
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Bob as a criminal. Meanwhile, Bob is Jimmy’s friend. However, it is a dilemma 

for Jimmy. He makes the choice to fulfill obligation as policeman.Therefore, 

Jimmy asks his friends and Bob who wants to meet him and still waiting. So he 

finds some help from other policeman to arrest Bob as his friends and criminal. 

Through psychological criticism,  it will be learned to analyze of Jimmy’s act to 

arresting Bob by using other’s hand. Freud distinguished three parts or functional 

principles within mind they are id, ego and superego. The dynamics of interplay 

between these functions to determines one’s actions and observation behaviours 

(http://Id.Ego.Superego.about.com/Sigmund_Freud.html) 

3.5.1 Id  

The id is devoted solely to the gratification of prohibited desires of all 

kinds—desire for power, for sex, for amusement, for food—without an eye to 

consequences (Tyson 25). The statement indicates that id  always wants to be 

satisfied immediately as desire. In After Twenty Years, Jimmy’s id appears when 

he comes in promising wants to arrest Bob as criminal to shows his desire for his 

loyalty as policeman in New York. In the following quotation, the authors shows 

that Jimmy as a cop or another person comes to meet Bob in the following 

quotation: 

Then the cop suddenly slowed his walk.  
Near the door of a darkened shop a man was standing.  
As the cop walked toward him, 
The cop took a step or two (O’ Henry 3). 

 
From above statement shows pleasure principle of Jimmy. As what 

Minderop says that the function of id is related to the pleasure principle which 

http://Id.Ego.Superego.about.com/Sigmund_Freud.html)
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always attempts to find the pleasure and hinder the unpleasant things 

(Minderop21). In order to hinder himself from unpleasant thing, because there is 

criminal that wanted by Chicago cop in front of him, Jimmy as policeman that 

loyal with his country approach Bob wants to be arrested. Without spending his 

time, Jimmy as policeman considers that is time for opportunity to arrest Bob as 

ciminal because he is afraid too late and can makes Bob’s escape. He is 

responsible to arrest Bob as criminal. However, Jimmy is responsible person. it is 

proved that wants to arrest Bob, although he is his friends. On other 

circumstances, He is known as a police who always protect his enviromnent and 

keep peace. In the following quotation it shown the author describes when Jimmy 

is in his duty :  

He stopped at doors as he walked along,  
trying each door to be sure that it was closed for the night.  
Now and then he turned and looked up and down the street.   
He was a fine-looking cop, watchful, guarding the peace (1). 
 
This statement is prolog of story. At begins of story, the situation is quiet  

and many people in around already go home. The condition of environment is 

only glowing with lamps of shops stands  has been closed. As loyalty policeman, 

with his country, Jimmy is looking as the policeman carefully.  

3.5.2 Ego  

Ego is personality side that must submit to the id and must look for reality 

that is needed by id as necessary satisfier. Ego works as reality principle and ego 

does secondary process. Reality principle can tow self expansion look for other 

expansion as well as the enviroment (Hartono 4). Jimmy’s ego is appeared by his 
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pretension to show his desire of power and  loyalty in New York with obligation 

as policeman to arrest Bob. In reality, Bob is his friends and  loyal even he is a 

criminal through still wait Jimmy in their promise. So, Jimmy walks away go to a 

room to solve his problem which is explained in following quotation:    

If he isn’t here at ten, are you going to leave?” 
“I am not!” said the other. “I’ll wait half an hour, at least.  
If Jimmy is alive on earth, he’ll be here by that time. Good night, officer.” 
“Good night,” said the cop, and walked away, 

  “trying doors as he went” (O’Henry 3). 

From quotation above,  it can be seen that Jimmy has to decide between 

his friendship with Bob and his obligation as a policeman. Ego also serves 

secondary process it means ego uses thought ability rationally to solve problem 

(Hartono 4). The statement indicates that ego can reach a perfect control for a 

person who is mature enough psychologically and able to make decision 

rationally. As policeman, he decides arrest Bob as criminal. In his opinion that is 

way to maintain his id.  So, Jimmy takes away to get others policeman to arrest 

Bob. Moreover, Jimmy writes notes to Bob to show that he comes in promising 

through others policeman in following quotation:  

The man from the West opened the little piece of paper. His hand 
began to shake a little as he read. 

“Bob: I was at the place on time. I saw the face of the man wanted by    
Chicago cops. I didn’t want to arrest you myself. So I went and got another 
cop and sent him to do the job.  

JIMMY.(4)” 

From quotation above, Jimmy was given information that criminal going 

to New York. Furthermore, Jimmy recognizes that Bob is detected as criminal that 

is wanted by Chicago. He uses twenty minutes before half a hour for prepare other 
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policeman to be himself in order to avoid for Bob to escape in following 

quotation:.   

About twenty minutes he waited, And then a tall man in a long coat came 
hurrying across the street.  
He went directly to the waiting man. 
“Is that you, Bob?” he asked, doubtfully.  
“Is that you, Jimmy Wells?” cried the man at the door. 
The new man took the other man’s hands in his. 
“It’s Bob! It surely is. I was certain  
“I would find you here if you were still alive”.  
“Twenty years is a long time. The old restaurant is gone, Bob. I wish it 
were here, so that we could have another dinner in it”.  
“Has the West been good to you? (3)”. 

 
From above quotation, Jimmy commands to another officer who has tall 

body for hurry to approach and coming to Bob because the time will be over. 

When the other man approach Bob, it can be seen the other man doubt about 

Jimmy’s command became himself. Furthermore, Jimmy gives several 

knowledges to another about the restaurant in earlier and the journey of  Bob to go 

out to the West. 

3.5.3. Superego 

Superego reflects something ideal (not real) fight for perfectness (not a 

pleasure) and decides something true or false in order to act besides on the moral 

norm in society (Semiun 67). Jimmy’s superego appears at the times he uses 

others hand to arrest Bob as close friends. Jimmy still have enough feeling of 

friendship with Bob. So, he does not bring himself to arrest Bob as close friends 

and get other officer to arrest Bob in order to does not makes hurt to Bob as 

friends.  
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 Furthermore, the term ‘superego’ is used to describe conscience and ideals 

(ego ideal). Ego-ideal gives present by making a man feels proud. It is an 

experience toward right behaviour (67). In  ego-ideal contexts, Jimmy feels proud 

because  he shows right behaviour as policesman to arrest a criminal in Chicago 

by using other’s hand to avoid making hurt to Bob as friends.     

Conscience is sort an internalization of punishment. Besides, conscience 

punish a man by making feel guilty (Semiun 67). In conscience contexts, Jimmy 

has feeling guilty if  Jimmy will be arrest Bob by himself because Bob is still 

loyalty  with  hisself as friends.  It is proved that Bob who is loyal in many 

statements: 

“But I know that Jimmy will meet me here if he can”, 
“He was as true as any man in the world. He’ll never forget”,  
“I came a thousand miles to stand here tonight”,  
“But I’ll be glad about that, if my old friend comes too (O’Henry 2)”. 

Other statement: 

There was now a cold rain falling and the wind was stronger. 
The few people walking along that street were hurrying, trying to keep 
warm. And at the door of the shop stood the man who had come a 
thousand miles to meet a friend. Such a meeting could not be certain.  
But he waited (3). 

From those statement and quotation, it is true that Jimmy believes that Bob  

is loyal with him eventhough he is criminal. He still waits his friends eventhough 

in bad weather. It is cold support by wind stronger and tries to keep warm while 

he  is waiting. He comes from so far especially for his best friend that consideres 

to be his brother. He still believes that his friends will comes in promise and wants 

to meet him because as he knows that  Jimmy is true man in the world. 
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In Islam religion also organizes about this. It means how Islam looks 

Jimmy’s action  as policeman to arrest Bob as criminal. In Islam, every person is 

have to judge of  law with justice. According to Al Qur’an in Surah An-Nisa’ 

ayah 58: 

 

The meaning is; “Indeed, Allah commands you must trust to whom they 

are due and when you determines of  law between people, you must determines to 

judge  with justices. Excellent is that which Allah instruct you. Indeed, Allah is 

ever Hearing and Seeing. 

Islam also explains in other Surah in Al-quran clearly in Surah Al-Maidah 

ayah 8:  

 

The meaning is; “O you who have believed He, persistently standing firm 

for Allah, witnesses in justices, and do not let the harted of people prevent you 

from being just. Be just; that is nearer to rightteousness. And fear Allah: indeed, 
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Allah is know what you do”. Allah organizes in Al-Quran that human have to 

judge with justice without look position and profession of person. This ayah and 

Surah before; An-Nisa’ 58  

 It is very clear tha in prespective of  Islam about people and law. From 

two ayah An-Nisa’ 58 and Al-Maidah 8, explain about how determines law with 

justice. In this analysis if it is fastening upon between Jimmy’s action in as 

policeman to arrest Bob as criminal eventhough his friends is true attitude in 

Islam. Jimmy as policeman maintains of law with justice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


