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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

 

The movie of Tarzan of the Apes reflects the process of language 

acquisition which is passed by isolated humans. This study takes focus to Tarzan 

as the main character, how his own language and how he passes his late language 

acquisition. Tarzan is found by a mother of gorilla when he is still a baby, he is 

only able crying and cooing. It indicates that when Tarzan is about more than two 

months and less than six months old. It also reflects that Tarzan’s articulatory 

organs develop well since he is able cooing. His language acquisition stops since 

the day he is leaved by his parents, because he does not meet other humans in his 

entire life until he meets Jane. 

In the movie Tarzan of the Apes, there is nothing visualization how Tarzan 

grows up until he is being five years old. He does not begin his language 

acquisition until this time; it means that he has no language at all. Based on the 

movie, Tarzan does not speak at all until he meets Jane and her father. Tarzan 

does not realize that he is a human; he thinks that he belongs to the apes. He does 

not speak, but he does signalling. There are about three sounds that are vocalized 

by Tarzan through the movie.  The first sound is grunting, it is audibly 

“eergh..eergh. He vocalizes this sound by the low voice. The purpose of it sound 

is only to have interaction with the gorillas fold and other animals. The second 

sound is growling, it is audibly “aarrgghh.. aarrgghh”. The writer considers that 
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the purpose of this sound is such a predator alarm call, to give a signal for his 

gorillas fold and for the predator to go away. The third sound is yelling which 

becomes Tarzan’s own signal, it is audibly “auoo..uooo..uooo..”. It sound appears 

many times in the movie and has two purposes, the first purpose is to be a signal if 

Tarzan comes to an area and the second purpose is to show up his existence. 

 It is possible if Tarzan talks to the gorillas, because he belongs to them 

since he is a baby. Since when Tarzan is a baby, he catches all things around him, 

not only about his gorillas fold but also about the jungle where he lives itself.  

What Tarzan is listening to is all about the jungle, not the environment of human 

beings. He does not get normal input like other infants get. So, it is possible for 

Tarzan to understand the way of communication of gorillas and other animals. 

Tarzan language acquisition begins when he meet other humans for the 

first time, Jane and her father. When Tarzan meets Jane for the first time, he has 

no language at all but he is able to imitate what Jane’s talking. It indicates that 

Tarzan’s articulatory organs develop well even though its organs are not used 

before. Tarzan gets his language acquisition by learning process, he is taught by 

Jane and her father. Jane and his father show some words with the pictures as the 

objects, the pictures that are shown to Tarzan are related to normal humans’ 

activities in the world. Even though Tarzan as a human has Language Acquisition 

Device (LAD) with Universal Grammar (UG), it does not make him can speak 

instantly. It is caused by his environment that does not support him to acquire 

human language. 
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In the story of the movie of Tarzan of the Apes, Tarzan looks like only 

need a short time to have a big progression in his language acquisition process. 

After a week passed since Jane and her father taught Tarzan human language 

(English), Tarzan had given a good response for the question that were given by 

Jane. A week is too short to have a good and big progression in language 

acquisition for someone who is late to get it. Tarzan will continue to acquire 

language throughout for the rest of his life because Jane decides to stay in jungle 

with him and he cannot do it only by himself. Tarzan will find any difficulties in 

his next language acquisition process. Because he is out of the age that including 

into the critical period of language acquisition. But the point is, Tarzan is still able 

to learn language. 


