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CHAPTER IV

ANALYSIS

In the application, to understand the meaning of tawaffa and rafa’a in the
Quran, in broad outline the mufassirs divided into two major groups.

First, they are who believes that word tawaffa means have been deadly
perfectly, to die a natural way. Whereas rafa‘a means lift the degree of Isa AS as
other prophets raised, not lift the body and soul. So what is meant by the word
tawaffa and rafa’a in surah Ali Imran (3): 55, an-Nisa (4): 157-158 and al-Maidah
(5): 117 is Allah SWT deadly Isa AS in this world after arrived the time of his
death. Then after he died as normal, his soul or spirit was raised to a very high
degree in the side of Allah SWT. Those who argued that way are that handed the
meaning contained in a verse of Allah SWT (ta 'wil). No one knows except Allah
SWT.

Second, those who argued that the meaning of the word tawaffa is taking
perfectly, keep it and took the body and soul together, while rafa’a means lifting
the body and soul to a place which can not be reached by' the kafir, namely the
side of Allah SWT. This group argues that this is fair, it is not impossible for
Allah to make Isa AS dead by lifting him to His side and take care of him. No
wonder when the end of Isa’s life journey unlike any other human being, even
since the beginning of its presence in the world is different from the others. He

was born without a father, even during his life he experienced many wonderful
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things (beyond the acceptable limit). This second opinion is more taken by the
scholars (Jumhur al-Ulama).

Although the mufassirs had a different views and method to interpret the
verse, but the mufassirs believe that Isa AS had been saved by Allah from his
enemies. How to rescue it, in what kind of way Allah did it, is not including
something that must be trusted.

By a long description in the chapter before, we knew that Ahmed Deedat
opinion about the easter of Isa AS was inconsistent and very ambiguous opinion.
Deedat do believe that Isa AS was just an apostle of God, not God itself. One
time, Deedat declared that Isa AS was really crucified but he is not dying on the
cross, only swooned a moment, when the Jews went, Isa AS was gone down and
went from the wasteland without anyone sight. In another chance, Deedat also
said that Isa AS was never crucified nor killed by the Jews. Isa AS was disguised
as a gardener and the Jews never found him. The gist of Deedat opinion is that Isa
AS never dies on the cross or kills by the Jews. Its mean that Ahmed Deedat
opinion was in line with Islamic teaching even there are some wild statement that
made some audiences criticized him.

The first statement was a different opinion of Ahmed Deedat toward the
mufassirs in his interpretation according to the Quran, but the second, Deedat was
in harmony with the mufassirs that Isa AS was never crucified. He disguised by
another people and the Jews was put that case in doubt. It is quotes by the Quran

surah an-Nisa (4): 157.
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The most popular opinion of Ahmed Deedat is that Isa AS was really
crucified and dead on the cross. This statement was a wild statement from Ahmed
Deedat to the audience in some of his speeches. Because of this statement Ahmed
Deedat was criticized by most of people if the world, especially in South Africa,
his hometown. Many scholars argued that Deedat has been promoting a Qadiani
theory, approved only by the Ahmadiyya Movement which has been declared a
non-Muslim minority sect in Pakistan.

Some of the source also declare that the death of Ahmed Deedat also
because of his wild statement in many times of his speeches. He was dying
poisoned.

In writer opinion, these inconsistent argumentations and declarations of
Ahmed Deedat, definitely based on some reasons:

1. Although Ahmed Deedat was a student of 6 degrees, but it was the one
and only school that Deedat studied in. After finishing the study, Deedat
was just a boy that loves to read a numerous inter-religion and
comparative religions books. Especially about the Islamic studies and
Christianity. It might be a very significant influence to the complex
thought of Ahmed Deedat.

2. Ahmed Deedats background. He was a Muslim that lived in the South
Africa which the most population was not Muslims. Moreover, He was an
orphan since he was child. Under no parent adopted, he was growth as a
hard personality. He tried to survived by his own self and found his

necessity of his life by self.
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3. In his adult age, Ahmed Deedat was a Muslim public speaker of Christian
audiences, so Ahmed Deedat conveyed his mission appropriate the
Christian history about Isa AS as they deem Isa AS was crucified on the
cross. Moreover, he was come as an attacker of the Christianity. His
mission is to counter attack of the Christianity belief that Isa AS was a
God and a servant of the Christians.

4. There is some possibility, Deedat has revenged to the Christian
missionaries in some Christian Seminary whom declared that Prophet
Muhammad was “used the sword” to bring people to Islam.

There were some reasons of Deedat’s thought that writer analyzed from the

history of his life and his argumentations or declarations in his numerous book.



