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CHAPTER 11

REPETITION’S THEORY IN QURAN

A. The Dictionary and Technical Meanings of the Word Repetition.

Originally, the letters kafand rain Arabic indicated meanings of gathering
together' and 'repetition.' Thus, kararfu means 'l redid something that had
already been done.' It means 'to do something repeatedly."

Al-Karr also means 'retreat’. Karrara al-shay'a and karra karrahu mean 'he
did something over and over again.' A/-karra means 'one time,' the plural of
which is karrat. And karrartu ‘alayhi al-haditha wa karkartuhu means 'l
repeatedly described the incident to him'.2

Al-Jawhari says it is used in the form: karrartu al-shay'a takriran wa
takraran. While Sa'id Abu Darir said: Abu 'Amr was asked the difference
between the forms, fafal and tifal. He replied that tafal was a noun form,
while £ifal was a verbal noun.?

In his Mufradat, al-Raghib al-Isfahani says this: a/-karr has the meaning of
'folded up' and a folded rope is called karr. This usage was originally a verbal
noun, but it later became a noun, with its plural as kurir:* To describe the

meaning of takrar, he gives these verses:

!. Abi Husayn Ahmad ibn Faris ibn Zakariyya, Mu'jam Magqayis al-Lughah, (Beirut:Dar
al-Fikr, 1972), 126.

2 Ibn Mandhur, Lisan al-‘Arab, Part 5, (Kairo: Dar al-Ma’arif,_ ), 3851.

. Ibn Mandhur, Lisan al-‘Arab, Part 5, (Kairo: Dar al-Ma'arif, ), 3851.

‘. Al-Raghib Al-Isfahani, A/-Mufradat fi Gharib Al-Quran, (Beirut: Dar al Fikr), 272.
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Then did We grant you the return against them.>
- ’}"‘, - ,,,’f/’ ,"i,’_’
Ol Gp 050 83 W 0l 3

Now if we only had a chance of return, we shall truly be of those who
believe.®
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And those who followed would say: 'If only we had one more chance, we
would clear ourselves of them...”
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If only I had another chance, I should certainly be among those who do

good®

This verb is used in various places in Quran:
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They say: "It would in that case, be a return with loss!"?
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Again turn your vision a second time; [your] vision will come to you dull
and discomfited, in a state worn out.

. Surah al-Isra’ (17):6.

. Surah al-Syu’ara (26): 102.
. Sirah al-Bagarah (2): 167.
. Surah al-Zumar (39): 58.

. Surah al-Nazi’at (79): 12.
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On studying the dictionary meanings, we see that the verb karra revolves
around meanings of 'to gather together,' 'to repeat,’ 'to redo something,' 'to
wind something around something else.' The same is true for speech, for
words are repeated, and like trying to reach the top of a date-palm by means
of a rope, are brought together and reiterated in order to reinforce the
meaning.

Reiteration or repeating the same word or the same sense in different
words is used for the purpose of making a deeper impression on the audience.
Implies reiteration for special emphasis or impressiveness”. It therefore
seldom implies indefinite repetition but rather duplication or triplication for
the sake of the effect produced. It has many synonyms like iterate, reiterate
and ingeminate. 12 These have similar meaning.

Terminologically, repetition is the form that intended to signify the
meaning of word, by way refraining."® Repetition is located whether in
expression or meaning as will be explained later. Al-Zarkashi inserted it into
the part of linguistic eloquences.'* For the definitions above, it could to say
that repetitions is refining a similar word or sentences for the purposes, such
as strengthening (fawkid), warning or glorifying. These functions and

purposes will be explained by scholars’ views below.

1 Surah al-Mulk (67): 4.

' Webster’s Dictionary (Massachusetts: Merriam Webster Inc., Publishers, 1984), 683.

12 Webster’s Dictionary (Massachusetts: Merriam Webster Inc., Publishers, 1984), 683.

. Dr. Abd al-Mun’im al-Sayyid Hasan, Zohiratu al-Tikrar fi al-Quran al-Karim, (Kairo:
Dar al-Matbu’ah al-Dauliyah, 1980), 10.

" Al-Imam Badr al-Din Muhammad ibn Abdullah Al-Zarkashi, A/-Burhan fi Ulum al-
Quran, Part 3, (Kairo: Maktabah Dar al-Turath, ), 9.
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B. Scholar’s Views about Repetition.

As a rhetorical style which takes a number of forms in Quran, the scholars
of Quran's miraculousness -and particularly of bayan- have analyzed the
repetitions in detail, and have achieved greater success than everyone.
However, those who glance at the books about Quran's miraculousness do not
encounter knowledge to gladden their hearts. Some have touched on it briefly,
others have not mentioned it at all. Those who have given it special attention
can be counted on the fingers of one hand. If we take as an example al-
Bagqilani's /jaz al-Quran, we see that he dealt with it very swiftly. And this
was because of his great concern with the miraculousness of Quran's
eloquence. He says: "According to the scholars of rhetoric, repetition is one
of the badi’styles as the poet said:

il ol 1l a3l K gea il S

Another poet says:

38 Al aip sl W luais )8 calsy

We find a similar usage in Quran. Almighty God says

(94:5, 6).) oz puandl a () )yt puanll aa 8

There are similar repetitions in the Surah al-Kafirun.

(109:1).05 A Ll Ly 8

There is a further meaning in this usage, for it is foretelling events that are

to happen in the future.""’

15, Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Tayyib Al-Baqilani, /jaz al/-Quran, (Kairo: Dar al-
Ma'arif, ), 160.
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As is seen, there are subtle indications in this usage, but because the
question is dealt with in summary fashion, it needs further explanation. More
complete explanation of repetition described by al-Suyuti who said that
“Refining (repetition) is more conveying than emphasis, one of the virtues of
eloquence, contrary to some of the wrong.”'® He further explained that the
repetition has the meanings in its use, are:

1. Determining (a/-faqrir), as the establishment and strengthening.
Even al-Zarkashi put this function as the main function based on
the verse of God."”

2
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“Thus have we sent This down - an Arabic Qur'an - and
explained therein In detail some of the warnings, In order that
They mc?/ Sfear Allah, or that it may cause their remembrance (of
Him)".!

2. Strengthening (a/-fa'’kid). al-Suyuti adds that, the value that
contained in the pattern of suppression stronger than f2'k7d form.
The advantage of this pattern allegedly because takrir repeats the
same word, so that the intended meaning would be more effective.

As with the pattern of Za’%/d who more often use letters or devices

that indicate the meaning of confirmation.

'6, Jalal al-Din Abd al-Rahman Abi Bakr Al-Suyifi, a/-ltgan i ‘Uliim al-Quran, (Beirut:
Dar al-Fikr, 2007), 230.

17 Al-Imam Badr al-Din Muhammad ibn Abdullah Al-Zarkashi, A/-Burhan fi Ulum al-
Quran, Part 3, (Kairo: Maktabah Dar al-Turats, ), 10.

'8 SirahTaha: 113.
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Imam al-Zarkashi also mentions the function of repetition in Quran. The
functions similar to what has been described by al-Suyuti, but in his book
there are two additional functions, are;

1. Threatening and Intimidating. As Allah mentioned in surah al-
Takathur: (galss Cogu S & (y5alei Cagw 2S The mentioning of
word “a" in the repeated sentence shows that the second warning
is more conveying than the first. The repetition also contains the
warning that this condition will be continued all of time.?°

2. Stupendous objects. As Allah mentioned in surah al-Muddaththir:

8 as Ji8 S, cas Ji This sentence repeated as wondering of

the assessment. By the mean: Allah kills their pride.?’

C. Repetition in Poetry

Scholars of rhetoric and the forms of speech have not dealt with the
question of repetition in detail despite its importance and being one of the
most popular styles of speech in pre-Islamic Arabia. They have noted its
importance and discussed its various sorts in a certain amount of detail, but
because it is a very clear style, they have not dealt with it in as much detail as
one would have wished, and have spoken in generalities. For instance, in his
work al-'Umdah, Ibn Rashiq gives the following brief explanation:

"There are places where repetition is appropriate, and places where it
is not. It is used more often for words rather than for meanings; there

2 Al-Imam Badr al-Din Muhammad ibn Abdullah Al-Zarkashi, A/-Burhan fi Ulum al-
Quran, Part 3, (Kairo: Maktabah Dar al-Turath, ), 17.

2 Al-Zarkasyi, Al-Burhan i Ulum al-Quran, Part 3, (Kairo: Maktabah Dar al-Turats, _),
18.
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are fewer places where there are repetitions of meanings. It is
unsatisfactory where the words and meaning are repeated
together".22

Ibn Rashiq gives examples from Quran and from Arab poetry. His

examples of repetition of meanings, he takes from Imr' al-Qays, and examples

of repetition of couplets from Abu Kabir al-Hudali, and examples considered

to be defective and faulty from Abu Tammam.

Repetition is a style often used in Arab poetry ever since the pre-Islamic

period. It is therefore well-known, and has various usages and purposes. Ibn

Rashiq mentioned the functions of repetitions based on Arab poetry as below”:

1.

2.

Expressing the Longing. (&3 )

Inviting (42 4353 Jaws ),

Determining and Castigating (g5l i)

Ennobling to the audience. (4ie gSaall aslaaill)

Threatening and Intimidating (55 3= 54 )

Commiserating and Eulogizing. ( g5 425 1o )

Looking for Help by way of Praise. (gl il (3 o2 5 Llaiudl)
Diatribe by way of Eclat and Satirizing. ( 3355 5530 Juw e elagh
g2l

The Contempt, Sarkasm and Decreasing. (Uil g aSgil g el 32 3¥1)

_ 2 Abi ‘Ali al-Hasan ibn Rashiq al-Qayrawani, al-‘Umdah fi Mahasin al-Shi't wa
Adabihi wa Naqdihi, Part I, (Beirut: Dar al-Jayl, 1981), 73. Next, he will be wrote as Ibn Rashiq.
B Ibn Rashiq, a/-Umdah fi Mahasin al-Syi'r wa Adabihi wa Naqdihi Part II, (Beirut:

Dar al-Jail, 1981), 77.
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About repetition of the meaning, Ibn Rashiq says this: "The main aim of

repetition is to address; and by address we mean the poet's strengthening his

composition by way of repetition".24

Dr. 'Abdullah al-Tayyib studied this in the light of 'melodic' repetitions,
and in the light of contemporary poetry placed it in the category of repetitions

of one or two verses, made in order to separate the sections of a gasida

(poem):

"As far as may be understood, Arabic was first acquainted with repetitions
of this sort in the early period. There are two points suggesting that this
was the case: the first is the style similar to this in some of the Meccan
surah’s, such as the verse “So which of the favors of your Sustainer will
you deny?” in sirah al-Rahman, and the verse, “And We have indeed made
Quran easy to understand and remember; then is there any that will receive
admonition?” in sarah al-Qamar. I am not of the opinion that Quran
surprised the Arabs with a new style. For it both used this style in these
two sural’s in accordance with particular rules, and it used similar
repetitions in other surah. Secondly, we may see traces of this style in
poems that are part of the legacy of the pre-Islamic Period, and in certain
poems of the Islamic period, and even pre-dating it".2

D. Sort of Repetition
According of the functions above, repetition has many forms:?®
1. The Repetition in Sentence and Meaning.
As in sura al-Rahman (0%3 K3 ¥ L9), sura al-Mursalat
(0xSall X gy is) and sura al-Shu’ara (a2 3SI OIS Loy A &l b o

Cuia34)

X Tbn Rashiq, a/-‘Umdah f7 Mahasin al-Shi’r wa Adabihi wa Naqdihi Part II, (Beirut:
Dar al-Jail, 1981), 74.

5 al-Murshid ila Fahm Ash'ar al-'Arab, 496

% Dr. Abd al-Mun’im al-Sayyid Hasan, Zahirah al-Tikrar fi al-Quran al-Karim, (Kairo:
Dar al-Matbu’ah al-Dawliyah, 1980), 31.
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2. The Repetition of Sentence with Its Form in One Verse.
As the order of perform fagwain the verse:
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3. The Repetition of Word with Its Form.
As Allah mentions, (i lie 1€ 183)? Beside it was the part
of al-ta’kid al-Lafdhiy. Including this form is the repetition of

letters “O! “, in the verse:
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4. The Repetition of Meaning not In The Sentence.
As Allah said,

€.
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ooz ) yghf A B 58 19,8505 | gonialy 3‘-ua p-“).)-"-"
5. The Repetition of Meaning not In The Sentence, to signify the two

different meanings. Mentioning the specific after the general. As

Allah said:

7 Sirah al-Hashr (59): 18.

2 Suraal-Fajr (89): 21-22.

¥ Suraal-Qasas (28): 19.

30 Siirah al-Taghabun (64): 14.
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6. The Repetition of Meaning not In The Sentence. Mentioning the

general after the specific. As Allah said:
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If the patterns above observed, then #ikrarin Quran can be categorized into
two forms, the repetition in the phrase and meaning. The repetition in the
phrase reflected in the repetition of isim (noun), fi’il (verb), harf (letter),
person’s name, surah, story, badal, and others. This is the sort Ibn Rashiq
described as occurring "mostly in the words, rather than in the meaning."**
The verse, “So which of the favours of your Sustainers will you deny?” in
surah al-Rahman is a miraculous repetition of this sort, which Almighty God
repeated on recalling the bounties He bestows on jinn and men.

Meanwhile, the repetition in the meaning located in the repetition that

purposed as preaching, threat, promise, stories, etc.

3! Sirah al-Baqarah (2): 238.

2 Surah Ali ‘Imran (3): 104.

3, Surah Nuh (2): 28.

3 Ibn Rashiq, a/-Umdah fi Mahasin al-Syi’r wa Adabihi wa Naqdihi Part I, (Beirut:
Dar al-Jail, 1981), 77.
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The aspect of story contained in the two repetition patterns, whether in
phrase or meaning. Unlike other patterns of repetition, repetition in the story
does not have implications for the content of law. Aspects of repetitions that
are used, more emphasis on the beauty of the language style of Quran in
describing the ideas behind the presented story.

Regarding it, al-Suyuti says that the eloquent of repetition story in Quran
lies in the differences in the redactions of the story, whether concerning
taqdim dan ta’khir, additions and reductions of words or in the use of
different style.>> The differences in the way of telling story that would be the

main object of this study.

E. The Stories of Quran

The word “story” in Arab called gissah. This word derived from: ga sa sa.
The word mentioned in Quran 26 times. Among of them are gassa, gasasna,
naqussu, and yaqussu. According to al-Zamakhshari, the basic word ga sa sa
could be assumed as infinitive that means igtisas, it means the structure of the
story with an amazing style. Al-Raghib al-Isfahani, says al-gassz means
trailing the footstep. It said I trailed his footstep. And the gissah is the
footstep.36

Etimologically, the word ga sa sa means tracked the footstep, it based on

the verses of Quran:

de
28 2.
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35 Al-Suyuthi, a/-Itqan £i Ulum al-Quran, (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 2007), page 410.
% Al-Raghib al-Isfahani, Muffadat Alfadh al-Quran, (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, ), page 419.
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And she said to the sister of (Moses), "Follow him”, so she (the sister)
watched Him In the character of a stranger. and They knew not..>’

And also in another verse,
c e i T (Lt e (B e i s
Laas Lea Uz le 105306 gwue,q';du

Moses said: "That was what we were seeking after:" They went back on
their footsteps, following (the path they had come) "38

Al-Razi says that gasas means: Collection of speech that contains what
leads to religion and provides guidance to the truth and orders in getting
successful.

In terms of literature, the story has many benefits. One of them is to
stimulate the reader or listener to keep track of events and actors in it.** Quran
used it as the media to deliver the teachings. Not surprisingly if Quran
dominated by the stories.

Regarding the content, the stories in Quran can be mapped into three
parts:*

1. The story of prophets
2. The Quran’s stories pertaining to the past events.
3. The stories pertaining to the events of Prophet Muhammad’s

period.

37 Surah al-Qasas (28): 11.

% Surah al-Kahfi” (18): 64.

3% Muhammad Al-Razi Fakhrurrazi, a/-TafSir al-Kabir, Part 2, (Beirut: Dar al Fikr, 1981),
203.

“ Dr. Syihabuddin Qalyubi, Stilistika al-Quran, Makna di Balik Kisah Ibrahim,
(Yogyakarta: LKis, 2009), 158.

4 Manna’ al-Qaltan, Mabahith fi ‘Ulitn al-Quran, (Damaskus: Manshurat al-‘Asr al-
Hadith, 1973), 306.
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Besides the types, the Quran’s story has many benefits, the most
importance from them mentioned as*:
1. The explanation of the basic’s summons toward Allah.
2. Strengthening Prophet Muhammad.
3. Authenticating the previous Prophets.
4. Showing the reliability of Muhammad.

5. Quarreling over the People of the Scripture.

As mentioned above that the story was one of Quran’s parts that
experienced repetition. A story could be repeated in other places with
different styles. It could be tagdim or takhir, ijaz (shortening) or itnab
(lengthening), etcetera.

The Quran's stories are a rhetorical style used in calling to religion. It will
be related the beautiful of stories, in that here reveal this [portion of the]
Qur'an; since they are central to this call, the most frequently mentioned
stories in Quran are those of the prophets. The stories about Prophet Ibrahim,
which is related to the calling of tauhid (monotheism), and the unbelief and
ingratitude of the people. They are sometimes given in summary and
sometimes in detail. The stories about Ibrahim are given in some detail in
surah al-Baqarah, surah al-An’am, surah Ibrahim, surah al-Shaffat and others
(will be explained more details in the next Chapter). The person who studies

these in depth will conclude that they are "only apparently repeated.” For

2 Manna’ al-Qattan, Mabahith fi ‘Ulim al-Quran, (Damaskus: Manshurat al-‘Asr al-
Hadith, 1973), 307.
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each of these surah‘s presents different aspects of the story, depicting
unmentioned scenes till now. Each repeat emphasizes a different side of the
story.

Sometimes the dialogue between Ibrahim and his father and people is
focused on in the story. In another, it is the dialogue with the angels that is
emphasized, and the news of Ishaq’s birth. Thus, different points are
emphasized on every occasion.

Each place the story is repeated a new meaning emerges, a different
exemplary scene is given, a different meaning is emphasized. As we said
above, the story of Prophet Ibrahim is repeated in many different surafr’s, but
in one surah’s the main aim is to clarify understanding of Divine unity and to
strengthen the belief, while in another it is proving the Divine power that is
intended. Sometimes, the story illustrates the struggle between truth and
falsehood, and describes the recompense awarded to the believers, and the
consequences meted out to the unbelievers. Then in other places, it describes
the grace Almighty God bestows on the pious, and the unity of religions and
the multiplicity of the Divine messages. Then in another story, we are told

that there is a single method of calling to God.



