CHAPTERI1
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background
Allah in the Qur’an states:
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The meaning is:
“This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My Favour upon
you, and chosen for you Islam as your religion”."

According to this text, many muslims argued that Islam is very complete
religion which include a pattern for behavior, such as social, politics, culture, and
another mission. For that, many muslims had the apriory attitude to see Islam as
the complete mission.

As we know in recent years, religion impressively made afraid, fearful,
and worrying. Religion in the hands of its adherents often appeared with the face
of violence. many conflicts intolerances, and violences came in the name of
religion. Religious worldview that tends anakronostic is great potential to divisive
and each other claims the truth that gives rise to various kinds of conflicts.This
phenomenon is also happening right now is up and growing level of violence
carried the name of religion so that the reality of religious life that emerged was

the mutual suspicion suspicion, mutual distrust, and lack of life in harmony.

1 Muhammad Chwala 1a’l, Verse by verse English Translation of Holy Qur'an. (Pakistan : Baitul
Qur;an ) P.



Tolerance which is part of the vision of theology or belief in Islam and it
include in the framework of Islamic theology . It should be reviewed in depth and
applied in the religious life because it is a social necessity for all religious
communities and a way for the creation of harmony among faiths.

Tolerant attitude is critical and this should not merely be a discourse, but it
must be practiced in daily life of activity to create life harmony among religions
as well as possible. Especially for a scholars they have to give a good example to
their follower to keep concord among religions nor to do otherwise because they
are heir of the prophets as Rassulullah said :
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The scholars is heir of the prophets ( HR. Bukhari )

As a heir of Prophets , Surely they should be able to set a good example
for people in around them. as well as Islamic teachings. when they deliver what
they thought and it should be out of line with their life even explicitly said Allah

Al —Qur’an. Surrah As-Shaff verses 2-3 :
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“ Oh you who believe, not what you say you do not do hateful in the sight of
Allah that you say what you do not do™

2\ fuhammad bin Ismail bin Ibrahim. Shahih al-Bukhari.( Cairo : Dar al-Taqwa al-li Turast Cet.
Ke-1. Jilid1 2001). P. 199



As suit with topic this thesis are looking for consistency between
interpretation and life practice . therefore here the writer will analyze Indonesian
figure he is an Scholar ,activist and politician that is Haji Abdul Malik Karim
Amrullah or usually called by Hamka. He was born in rural villages Molek,
Maninjau, West Sumatra, February 17 1908 and died in Jakarta, July 24 1981 at
age 73 years.

Hamka is a great scholar who is owned by the Indonesian nation. He was
a self-taught scholar who was awarded a doctorate Honoris Causa from the
University of Al - Azhar in Egypt in 1960 and from Malasiya National University
in 1970. as well as a scholar he also an activist and politician

As an activist hamka active in the Islamic movement through
Muhammadiyah Organization. He was following the belief of Muhammadiyah
since 1925 to fight off ,khurafat,bidaah tarekat and other misinterpretation and
mistreatments of the Islamic teachings at the Padang Panjang region.

As an politician Hamka ever chosen by Indonesian Religion Minister
Prof. Dr. Mukti Ali as the Leader of Majlis Ulama Indonesia (The Counsel of
Muslim Scholars of Indonesia) In July 26, 1977 and later resigned 18 May 1981
issue of tolerance is controversial because the release of the MUI's fatwa Islam

illicit Moslem attended a joint Christmas.

3 Muhammad . Chwala la’\, Verse by verse English Translation of Holy Qur'an. (Pakistan : Baitul

Qur;an ) P.



1.2

1.3

1.4

As a scholar and politician and activist that were described by writer
above, does Hamka always hold on to his argument or not it will discuss in this
thesis. despite that all the title , this essay focus more consistency Hamka in

defending his opinion about tolerance of religion.

Identification Of The Problem

From the analysis of the background above the problem that has to be
identified is the analysis of Hamka’s Interpretation about the tolerance of religion
and his consistency
Statement Of Problems

Based on the background above the problem which wiil be discussed in
this study are
How is the interpretation of Hamka about the tolerance of religion ?

Is Hamka consistent or not between his interpretation and his life ?

Confirmation title

In order to make this study guided and competibility , the reseacher would
like to confirm the concerning of the problem which will analyze such as list
bellow :

Tolerance : Etymologically, tolerance is patience, emotional resilience, and
tolerance Meanwhile, the terms (terminology), namely tolerance or
attitude is tolerated (respect, let, allow) the convictions (opinions,
views, beliefs, habits, etc.) are different and or a conflict with his

position



Religion : religion is the belief in the spiritual beings

Tolerance of religion : Religious tolerance is the attitude of patience and the
refrain from disturbing and not abusive religion or belief
system and religious believers in other religions

Hamka : Haji Malik Abdul Karim is man of action an man of
thought. He is One of intellectual man who has
contributed his idea to all moslems especialy in ASIA

Interpretation : idea, opinion .

Life practicing : history of his life

As long as the writer’s knowledge, there are a lot of scholars or individuals
who have done the study and research Hamka’s way of thinking such
Inklusivisme Tafsir al-Azhar by mukhlis.M.Ag and then the justice according
Hamka’s script lain Sunan Ampel Surabaya and the interpretation of Hamka
about jihad’s verses by Muchammad Ahmad script Iain Sunan Ampel Surabaya.
From all of that writing, the writer has not yet found a work which is investigate
specially and largely about the tolerance of religion between the interpretation

and Hamka’s life practicing.



1.5

1.6

Objectives of study
The general objectives of this study are to analyze
The Hamka’s interpretation about the tolerance of religion.
in order to know the consistency of Hamka between interpretation and his life

practice

Usefulness of research

The realization of this research will be used and significant at least:
Enlarging insight of interpretation’s study of Qur’an conceptually and it is used by
way of life not only reading but also practicing it
By this study, it can become scientific contribution in the discipline of Qur’an’s
knowledge. Because Qur’an’s knowledge will not die and unlimited discipline
knowledge for past time only, but those are accommodate new development

which is suit to the understanding of human in every period of time too.

. This study can give the path as the same researches which are being intensively

today. The interconnection between (among) one and other researches can

decrease the overlapping of information.



1.7

Methodology of Research

Research is a scientific activity which has connection with analyzing and
constructing that is done methodologically, systematic and consistent. * From
needy aspect of the studying material, the writer use library research and not field
research or laboratory research. >

Because the research object is the thought of a figure, so then the data
which are collected are the written materials that are connected with Hamka’s
biography and his books, the used of source research, the anvil that used as the
basic and some written works, as well as scholar of Islam’s work in classic to
contemporary period such as books, journal and other resources that can help to
the completeness explanation.

In this kind of writing, the writer use qualitative method to analyze the

collected data. ¢ In order to make sure data and analyze it, then the characteristic

4Soejono Soekanto, Pengantar Penelitian Hukum (Jakarta: Ul Press, 1986), 42.
SMarzuki, Metodologi Riset (Yogyakarta: BPFE — UlI, Hanindita, 1995), 7.

SAccording to Bogdan and Taylor, qualitative research methodology is research procedure
which has the result of descriptive data as written words or spoken from people and behavior
which can be monitored. Look: Lexy J Moleong, Metodologi Penelitian Kualitatif (Bandung:
Remaja Rosdakarya, 1990), 1. This technical term of qualitative research according to Kirk and
Miller, at first it is based on quantitative research which is then contrast with qualitative research.
Read: Jerome Kirk & Marc L. Miller, Reliability and Validility in Qualitative Research
(California: Beverly Hills, Sage Publications, 1986), 57. Qualitative data is based on indept
interviews, focus group discussion, non participate observation, and content analysis from the
written materials. 1da Bagoes Mantra, Langkah-langkah Penelitian Survei, Usulan Penelitian dan
Laporan Penelitian (Y ogyakarta: Badan Penerbit Fakultas Geografi UGM, 2001), 47.



of this research is analytic-descriptive,’ that have the aim to figure it out
integrally, clear and whatever it is the idea which has been shown by Hamka and
it is also his thought anvil and analyze and compare it with the collected data. This
analysis has its aim that make explanation and try the data out concretely.

Source of data is done by the collecting documenter studying of book
materials which are synchronize with research object. To get valid and believable

data, the writer has classified source of data as:

a.  Primary source of data and secondary source of data. Primary
source of data is a book which was written by Hamka under the title “ Al -Tafsir
Al -Azhar , Toleransi dan Kemerdekaan Beragama Dalam Islam.Sebagai Dasar

Menuju Dialog dan Kerukunan Antar Agama , Al-Quran Kitab Toleransi.

b. Secondary source of data is from contemporary scholar of Islam’s
work and intellectual works which have connection with social and religion
problematic That are used to support the primary data in order to make the

explanation deeper.

"The place to stand on every research is descriptive, that is taking data or classifying
some elements which are shown as the shaper of a problem side presented. On the other word,
effort says that a problem and condition as what it is so that is only about uncovering of fact.
Look: James A. Black dan Dean J.Champion, Metode dan Masalah Penelitian Sosial, ter. E.

Koeswara (Jakarta: Refika Aditama,1999), 6.



1.8 The out Line of writing
The First Chapter : Introduction . as a background of the study to introduce the
problem that will be discussed. This chapter contains of : background,
identification of the problem , statement of the problem, confirmation title,
objectives of the study , usefulness of research and methodology of

research.

The second Chapter : The Tolerance of Islam in Indonesia , The tolerance of
religion by Hamka and Hamka’s life and Practice in the

community of religions

The third Chapter : Analysis of the data . this chapter contains of the analysis
of the tolerance of religion between the interpretation and

Hamka’s life practice.

The fourth Chapter : Conclusion, This chapter contain of conclusion as the
answer of the question in the statement of the problem

,suggestion and closing



