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CHAPTER Il

ANALYSYS

In this chapter, the study presents an analysis of Lena’s character as one of
main characters in this novel using New Criticism and Existentialism. The writer
answers some problems obviously in this study. First is examining on Lena
character to profound knowledge about the character of Lena clearly. Second is
revealing the motive that leads Lena Duchannes do something different with
Caster’s tradition. Third is revealing the ways of Lena Duchannes choose do

something different with Caster’s tradition depicted in the novel.

3.1 Lena’s Character and Characterization

Character and characterization are the important elements in fiction. At the
beginning of the story, Lena’s character is described as a girl who is very
unconcerned with the people around her, it can be seen in the story. Since the first
time in school, Lena has become the talk of people in her school. Lena is not
ashamed to drive her uncle's hearse to school and wears a different outfit from
most of her girls in her school. Lena’s family is not accepted by the Gatlin people
and everything Lena does seem to be a strange thing for them, but Lena doesn’t

care and stay school as usual.

Before the bell even rang the next day, Lena Duchannes was all
everyone at Jackson could talk about. Somehow between storms and
power outages, Loretta Snow and Eugenie Asher, Savanna’s and Emily’s
mother, had managed to get supper on the table and call just about
everyone in town to let them know that crazy Macon Revenwood’s
“relation” was driving around Gatlin in his hearse, which they were sure
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he used to transport dead bodies in when no one was watching. From there
it just got wilder.

...... She was a freak because she wasn’t from Gatlin, because she
wasn’t scrambling to make it into cheer squad, because she hadn’t given
him a second look, or even a first.

“So she’s automatically a freak, why? Because she doesn’t have on the
uniform, blond hair and a short skirt?”

“Because she is a Ravenwood”
But she just kept walking, her necklace jingling around her neck.
(Garcia & Stohl 17)

Lena is portrayed as a confidence character and be herself. Although every

day Lena becomes a subject of conversation about both her appearance and her

family but Lena seems to do not care about it. Although she is different, she does

not intend to change herself. Whatever happens she remains to be herself as she is,

as Ethan thought about Lena:

I’d learned my lesson. There was no telling Lena Duchannes where she
could or couldn’t sit. No matter what you thought about the Ravenwoods,
you had to give her that. | slide into the seat next to her, smack in the
middle of No Man’s land. Like I had all week. Only this time she was
talking to me, and somehow that made everything different. No bad-
different, just terrifying. (Garcia & Stohl 26)

Then, Lena becomes close with Ethan. Lena tells Ethan that she wants to

change, she still cannot, because Lena is different from Ethan and other general

people. Even though Lena looks unconcerned and strong girl in outside, in fact

Lena has the worries and desires to be like an ordinary girl in general.

“But you’re not scared of everyone. You act the way you want and say
whatever you want. Everyone else around here is scared to be themselves.”
Lena picked at the black polish on her index finger. “Sometimes I wish I
could act like everyone else, but I can’t change who I am. I’ve tried. But |
never wear the right clothes or say the right thing, and sometimes always
goes wrong. | just wish I could be myself and still have friends who

noticed whether I’'m in school or not.” (Garcia & Stohl 32)
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Lena then tells Ethan that her family is not like ordinary people, Lena's
family are Casters. The people of Lena’s family and Lena was born as Caters,
they have powers. They can do things that regular people can’t do. The Casters all
have powers, they gifted, just like some families are smart, and other are rich,

beautiful, or athletic.

Though, what Lena fears is not because she and her family are Casters.
But any caster at the age of 16 will be Claimed to be a Light Caster or a Dark
Caster. Lena worries because her family cannot choose themselves will be a Light

Caster or a Dark Caster, Lena fears that she will be Claimed to be a Dark Caster.

“In my family, when you turn sixteen, you’re Claimed. Your fate is chosen
for you, and you become Light, like Aunt Del and Reece, or you become
Dark, like Ridley. Dark or Light, Black or White. There’s no gray in my
family. We can’t choose, and we can’t undo it once we’re Claimed”
“What do you mean’ you can’t choose?”

“We can’t decide if we want to be Light or Dark, good or evil, like
Mortals and other Casters can. In my family, there’s no free will. It’s
decide for us, on our sixteen birthday.” (Garcia & Stohl 76)

Lena can pretend to be strong in front of others who bully her, but Lena
can’t cover her fear of her Claims. Lena is always pessimistic that she will
become a Dark Caster. When Lena is alone, she always worries about her fate.
Lena even always counts the days she Claimed. Lena always thinks about what if
she's Claimed to be a Dark Caster.

“Were your parents gifted?”

“I don’t know. Gramma’s never say anything. I told you, it’s like they

never existed. Which just make me think, you know.”

“What?”

“Maybe they were Dark, and I’m going to go Dark, too.” (Garcia & Stohl
77)



Fazlina | 27

At first Lena is pessimistic that she will be Claimed as a Dark Caster, but
Ethan always supports Lena and convinces Lena that Lena's fate is decided by

Lena herself.

“All that destiny garbage. Nobody can decide what happens to you.
Nobody but you” (Garcia & Stohl 77)

In the effort to find a way to make Lena Claimed to be a Light Caster,
Lena and Ethan meet up with Marian, Ethan's mum's friend. Marian helps and
guides Lena and Ethan to find the solution. Marian also suspects that Lena will
not necessarily be a dark Caster. Marian comforts Lena if she does not have to be

too scared, because it has not happened yet.

Marian opened her eyes, which were bigger than I’d ever seen them. “You
are not Claimed, Lena. You’re neither good nor bad. This is just it feels
like to be fifteen and a half, in the Duchannes family. I’ve known a lot of
Caster in my day and a whole lot of Duchannes, both Dark or Light.”
“You are not going Dark. You’re as melodramatic as Macon. Now calm
down.” (Garcia & Stohl 99)

After meeting with Ethan and Marian, Lena who is initially pessimistic
that her fate is determined then became optimistic and has the hope of choosing
her own destiny path and what she will become. Lena starts to think clearly and

starts think about how she will not be able to be claimed as a Dark Caster.

“Still, Lena seemed almost hopeful. For the first time, it was as if she
actually believed there might be a way to prevent what she had considered
the inevitable. Marian couldn’t give us any answer, but she anchored us in
the absence of the two people we relied on most, who hadn’t gone
anywhere, but seemed far away just the same. I didn’t say anything to
Lena, but without Amma | was lost. And without Macon, | knew Lena
couldn’t even find her way to lost.” (Garcia & Stohl 100)
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From the analysis above, it can be concluded that Lena is a developing
character. At the beginning Lena is portrayed as a character who does not care
about others around her, although she often gets unpleasant treatment from her
friends but it does not prevent Lena from going to school. Although she looks
strong in the outside and able to face her friends, but in fact Lena has her own fear,
that is when she Claimed at 16 years old. Lena is always pessimistic that she has
no choice and will be claimed as a Dark Caster. But with the support of the people
around her, Lena begins to rise and tries to find a way to decide her own life

choices.

3.2 The Motive that Leads Lena Duchannes Does Something Different from
Caster’s Tradition

In the first problem, it has explained about Lena’s character and
characterization. Then, the writer wants to describe about the motive that leads
Lena Duchannes does something different from Caster’s tradition. Those motives
are very influential which affect Lena to take decisions against Caster’s Tradition.

3.2.1 Lena Wants to Feel Like an Ordinary Girl

There are a lot of children who can’t enjoy their social life because they
are limited by their family so they can’t get their existence, Like Lena whose her
life is limited by her uncle. Lena is a migrant girl, since before entering the school
Lena has become the talk of people in school because she is the nephew of Macon

Ravenwood. Macon himself is someone who is not accepted in Gatlin, Macon is
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never seen out of his house so there is a variety of gossip about Macon and his

family.

Macon Melchizedek Ravenwood was the town shit-in. let’s just say, I
remember enough of To Kill A Mockingbird to know Old Man Ravenwood
mad Boo Radley look like a social butterfly. He lived in a run-down old
house, on Gatlin’s oldest and most infamous plantation, and I didn’t think
anyone in town had seen since before | was born, maybe longer.

“Are you serious?” asked Link.

“Totally, Carlton Eaton told my mom yesterday when he brought by our
mail.”

Savanna nodded. “My mama heard the same thing. She moved in with
Old Man Ravenwood a couple days ago, from Virginia, or Maryland, |
don’t remember.”

They all kept talking about her, her clothes and her hair and her uncle
and what a freak she probably was. That’s the thing I hate most about
Gatlin. The way everyone had something to say about everything you said
or did or, in this case, wore. (Garcia & Stohl 13)

Since the beginning of her new school entrance, Lena has no friends.
Because besides she is the nephew of Macon Ravenwood, Lena's appearance is
also considered to be strange by the people at her school. Lena even goes to
school by driving her uncle's hearse. Lena has always been treated unpleasantly
by the people at her school, but not with Ethan. Ethan feels Lena is a special girl,

it is makes Ethan always tries to be friends with Lena.

Lena and Ethan then become friends and get closer. Ethan is very
impressed by Lena because Lena never cares about her friends at her school. Then
Ethan knows the fact that Lena and her family are not ordinary people, they are
Caster. Although at first Lena hesitates to tell Ethan because Lena is afraid that

Ethan will leave her, because Lena wants to be like a normal girl who has friends.

“My family is different from other families. Trust me, you can’t handle
it.”
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“You’re incredibly, absolutely, extremely, supremely, unbelievably
different.” I touch her arm, with just my fingertips, and immediately I felt
the warmth of electricity. “I know because of deep down, I think I am, too.
So tell me. Please, different how?”

“I don’t want to tell you. Because this could be my last chance to be a
normal girl, even if it is Gatlin. Because you’re my only friend here.
Because if I tell you, you won’t believe me. Or worse, you will. (Garcia &

Stohl 57)

Lena then tells Ethan that her family is not used to get out and interact
with people. Lena's family limited them from outsider and social life. But Lena
always wants a freedom. Therefore since her childhood Lena trying to get out of
his family’s zone. When Lena was child, she and her cousin Ridley always want
to free and live life like other ordinary girls, eventually they try to get into regular
school. But because they do not come out and interact with people for long time,
Lena and Ridley even look strange to their friends.

“Ridley and I were like a sister. We slept in the same room and we were
home-schooled together. When we moved to Virginia, we convinced my
gramma to let us to go to a regular school. We wanted to make friends, be
normal. The only time we ever spoke to Mortals was when Gramma took
us on one of her outings to the museums, the opera, or lunch at Olde Pink
House.”

“So what happened when you went to school?”

“It was a disaster. Our clothes were wrong, we didn’t have a TV, we
turned in all our homework. We were total losers.” (Garcia & Stohl 76)
But for Lena's uncle, Macon Ravenwood, he does not like if Lena interacts

with people in the town. Macon thinks that going to school and interacting with
people in the town is a waste of time. When parents try to get their children to go
to school, Macon is even happier if Lena stays home and does not get along with
ordinary people.

“With my uncle, the infamous Macon Ravenwood, who thinks school

is a waste of time and the good citizens of Gatlin are to be avoided at all
costs? He’ll be thrilled.”
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“Then why do you even go?”

“I guess I thought it would be different here. Maybe I could make
some friends, join the newspaper or something. I didn’t know.” (Garcia &
Stohl 50)

Macon also assumes that the Caster is better than the people at Gatlin, on
the whole better than ordinary people in general. Because Caster is a special
creature, they have special powers that no ordinary person has. Macon assumes
that their race is better than Mortal. Although Caster and Mortal live side by side,
but Caster greatly limits interacting with Mortal that's the reason Macon never get
out of his house and meet the people in Gatlin all the time.

Lena smiled awkwardly, “Don’t be a snob, uncle M. it’s not their fault
you never speak to any of them.”

“And it’s not my fault that I have a penchant for good breeding,
reasonable intelligence, and passable personal hygiene, not necessarily in
that order.”

“So why don’t you just move?”

“Don’t be absurd. Ravenwood is my home, not Gatlin.” He spat out
the word like it was toxic. “When I was pass on from the binds of life, |
will have to find someone to care for Ravenwood in my place, since | have
no children. It’s always been my great and terrible purpose, to keep
Ravenwood alive. I like to think myself as the curator of a living museum.”

“Don’t be so dramatic, uncle M.”

“Don’t be so diplomatic, Lena. Why you want to interact with those
unenlightened townsfolk, I’'ll never understand.” (Garcia & Stohl 53)

Not only Macon, but Lena's cousin, Ridley also expresses his displeasure
when Lena gets along with Mortal. Especially after Ridley finds out that Lena is
being treated unworthily by the people in her school. Although when they were
young, Ridley and Lena had tried to be a normal human being and want to have a
friend with Mortal.

Ridley appeared at her side, with Link right beside her. She was furious,

I could see that much. “I don’t get it, Cuz I don’t see why you want to

hang out with their kind. She spat the words out, sounding just like Emily.
(Garcia & Stohl 152)
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From the explanation above, we can know the first motive why Lena does
something different with Caster tradition. The Caster usually does not interact
with Mortal Because the Caster thought they were better than the Mortals, but not
with Lena. Lena always wants to free and live life like ordinary girl in general,
like school and have friends. Lena is still trying to get out and go to school even

though her family does not like it.

3.2.2 Lena Falls in Love with Mortal

Lena and Ethan have plenty of time to be together and then finally they
end up falling in love with each other. Not just the Lena family who don’t like
Lena interacts with Mortal, but Ethan family also disliked if Ethan keep in touch
with the Ravenwoods.

Amma’s face softened, just a little, and she sat down across from me.

“Don’t think so. We all make our choices, and those choices have

consequences. I expect you’ll have some hell to pay for yours when you

get to school. Maybe you’ll start listenin’ to me now. Stay away from that

Lena Duchannes, and that house.” (Garcia & Stohl 46)

Lena and Ethan both get blatant rejection from their families. Macon
always forbids Lena to interact too much with Mortal, especially until she has a
special relationship with Mortal. While Ethan's own family, Amma, had always
told Ethan to keep his distance from the Ravenwoods. But they both did not listen
to their family and keep their freedom to maintain their relationship.

When Lena meets her cousin, Ridley, she says that their relationship is a

doomed relationship. But she still did not understand what Ridley was saying.
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I felt Ridley’s body stiffen against my arm, which she was still
wrapped around like a snake. “You think you are so much better than me,
Lena...is it? You don’t even know your real name. You don’t even realize
this relationship of yours is doomed. Just wait until you’re Claimed and
you find out how things really work.” (Garcia & Stohl 70)

Moreover, their families both show disagreement if they are together.
Macon and Amma even meet to discuss if their nephew's relationship is
impossible to continue. When Macon and Amma met, both of them did not like
their meeting, especially Amma very clearly show her displeasure with Macon
and his family.

“I’ve quite an eventful evening myself, Ammarie, but this matter
requires our immediate attention.” Macon took a few steps forward.

Amma recoiled and pointed a bony finger in his direction. “You stay
were you are. [ don’t like bein’ out here with your kind on this sorta night.
Don’t like it one bit. You keep to yourself, and I’ll keep to mine.”

He stepped back casually, blowing smoke rings into the air. “I was
saying, certain developments require our immediate attention.” .....

“At your house...when was he at your house? I told him to stay clear a
Ravenwood.” Now she was noticeably agitated. Great, Amma would find
some way to make me pay for this later.

“Well, perhaps you might consider shortening his leash. Clearly, he
isn’t very obedient. I warned you that this friendship would be dangerous,
that it could develop into something more. A future between the two of
them is an impossibility.” (Garcia & Stohl 80-81)

At first they just think that their parents are trying to separate them
because of the usual thing, the parents usually do not like if the teenagers have a
relationship, they also think maybe their family just did not like each other.

“That doesn’t make any sense. Why is he meeting Amma in the
middle of the night to tell her we still have the locket? Why don’t they
want us to have it? And more important, why don’t they want us to be
together?”

Lena’s hair started to whip around her face. She shot back, “I don’t
know. Parents are always trying to keep teenagers apart, it’s what they do.
If you want to know why, maybe you should ask Amma. She’s the one
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who hates me. I can’t even pick you up at your house because you’re
afraid she well see us together.” (Garcia & Stohl 86)

Furthermore, Lena and Ethan find Genevieve’s locket and start to have
visions of their great grandparents, Ethan Carter and Genevieve. Just like Ethan
and Lena, they also are Mortal and Caster who love each other. Genevieve has no
free will for loving Mortal. They also get no blessing from their families, but they
do not give up and fight for their relationship. Lena and Ethan try to find out their
visions with their current situation. Finally they meet with Marian, a librarian
friend of Ethan's mother. From Marian they know the story of Ethan Carter and
Genevieve.

“They’re desperately in love, but they’re too different.” She scanned the
letter. “’ A species apart,” he calls them. Her family is trying to keep them
apart, and he’s gone to enlist, even though he doesn’t believe in war, in the
hope that fighting for the South will win him the approval of her family.”

“What about this locket?” I pointed at the photo, almost afraid to ask.

“Supposedly, Ethan gave it to Genevieve, as a troth of secret
engagement. We’ll never know what happened to it. Nobody ever saw it
again, after the night Ethan died. Genevieve’s father forced her to marry
someone else, but legend has it, she kept the locket and it was buried with
her. It was said to be powerful talisman, the broken bond of a broken
heart.” (Garcia & Stohl 96)

Lena and Ethan finally understand that the relationship between Mortal
and Caster will not have a happy ending story as well as the stories of their great-
grandparents, Ethan Carter and Genevieve. Lena is pessimistic about their
relationship but Ethan always gives Lena support that they can survive by helping
each other.

When Lena and Ethan meet Lena's mother, they finally discover the reason

why Caster and Mortal can’t have a relationship and live together. They finally

know why their families always try to separate them, because Caster and Mortal
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are not destined to be together. They can’t physically together without killing each
other. Thus Macon says that their relationship is impossible.

“....that you and Ethan can never be together, not physically. Casters
and Lilum cannot be with Mortals.” She smiled, relishing the moment. “At
least not without killing them.”

Casters cannot be with Mortals without killing them.

It all made sense now. The elemental connection between us. The
electricity, the shortness of breath whenever we kissed, the heart attack
that had almost killing me — we couldn’t be together physically.

“That you and Ethan can never really be together. You can never marry,
never have children. You can never have future, at least not a real future.”
(Garcia & Stohl 204-205)

As explained above, the second reason why Lena does something different
resists Caster tradition is because Lena falls in love with Ethan who is a Mortal,
but her tradition not freely allowing Lena to have a relationship with Mortal.
Although both of their family dislike each other and try to keep them away, there
is even a story about the history of their great-grandparents who do not end
happily because Caster and Mortal are not destined to be together. But they are

still struggling with their relationship.

3.2.3 Lena’s Family Have No Free Will

Every Caster at the age of sixteen will be Claimed. They can choose
whether they will be a Light Caster or a Dark Caster, just as the average human
can choose to be a good person or a bad person, but to Caster that nature will last
a lifetime. And once Claimed it will not be changed.

But Lena is told that her family doesn’t have the free will to choose her
own way of life whether to be a Light Caster or a Dark Caster, when they turn into

sixteen, their destiny is determined by their nature.
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“In my family, when you turn sixteen, you’re Claimed. Your fate is
chosen for you, and you become Light, like Aunt Del and Reece, or you
become Dark, like Ridley. Dark or Light, Black or White. There’s no gray
in my family. We can’t choose, and we can’t undo it once we’re Claimed”

“What do you mean’ you can’t choose?”

“We can’t decide if we want to be Light or Dark, good or evil, like
Mortals and other Casters can. In my family, there’s no free will. It’s
decide for us, on our sixteen birthday.” (Garcia & Stohl 76)

Having no freedom of choice, Lena becomes worried that she will be
Claimed as a Dark Caster. Getting closer to her sixteenth birthday and the day she
will be Claimed, lately Lena's emotions are less stable and Lena makes some
problems at her school out of her control. Ridley also confronts that Lena will
become a Dark Caster like her.

“Tell him, Lena. Don’t you think Short Straw here deserves to know
everything? That you have no idea if you are Light or Dark? That you
have no choice?”

“You’re wrong, uncle M. Lena isn’t worth protecting, and she’s
certainly not a Natural. You won’t know her fate until her birthday. You
think that just because she’s sweet and innocent now, she’ll be Claimed by
the Light? That means nothing. Wasn’t I the same a year ago? And from
what Short Straw here has been telling me, she’s closer to going Dark than
Light. Lightning storms? Terrorizing the high school?” (Garcia & Stohl 72)
Moreover, Lena gets a vision of her great-grandmother's past, Genevieve.

In her vision Lena sees that Genevieve gets cursed because he loves a Mortal and
uses dark magic and make his grandchildren unable to choose by their own on his
day of claiming to become a Light Caster or a Dark Caster. What Genevieve
experience at the time is almost the same as Lena's current situation where Lena is
in relationship with Ethan who is a Mortal.

Lena sees that in the end Genevieve turns into a Dark Caster. Therefore

Lena is afraid that her vision is a sign that history will be repeated and Lena will

be Claimed as a Dark Caster.
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“No!” Lena let go of our hands, breaking the circle. “She went Dark,
she was using Dark magic.”
| grabbed her hands. She tried to pull away from me. Usually all I could
fell from Lena was a sunny sort of warmth, but this time she felt more like
a tornado. “Lena, she’s not you. He’s not me. This all happened more than
a hundred years ago.”

She was hysterical. “She is me, that’s why the locket wants me to see
this. It’s warning me to stay away from you. So I don’t hurt you after I go
Dark.” (Garcia & Stohl 72)

Getting closer to her sixteenth birthday, Lena gets various kinds of terror.
Her family tries to protect Lena but the dark power that terrorizing Lena is so
strong until it could penetrate the Lena family's defenses. Lena thinks maybe it is
the Dark Caster who come for her because she will be Claimed as a Dark Caster.

“She must be a Dark Caster. They all seemed. I don’t know, scared.
I’ve never heard your uncle talk like that before. Do you know what was
happening? Was she really trying to kill you?” I wasn’t sure I want to
know the answer.

“I don’t know. I don’t remember much, except this voice, like
someone was talking to from really far away. But I can’t remember what
they were saying.”

“Ethan. We’re running out of time. It’s no use. Whatever it was,
whatever she was, don’t you think she was coming for me, because in four
months I’'m going to go Dark?” (Garcia & Stohl 111)

Furthermore, Lena finally knows that her biological mother, Sarafine, is a
Dark Caster. But Sarafine keeps trying to get close to Lena. Sarafine even tries
several times to kill Lena, she also influences Lena till Lena think she will be
Claimed as a Dark Caster. Because she has a Dark Caster's parents, she afraid she
will also be Claimed as a Dark Caster too.

I looked at Lena. She hadn’t even noticed, and I felt cold,
re_membering for a moment how different her life must always been than
mine.

“My mother’s alive?”
“I’m afraid it’s a bit more complicated than that.”
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“You mean, the part about how my own mother wants to kill me?
When were you going to tell me, Uncle Macon? When | was already
Claimed?”

“Please don’t start this again. You’re not going Dark.” Macon sighed.
“I can’t imagine how you can think otherwise. Since I am the daughter
of, and I quote, ‘the Darkest Caster living today’.” (Garcia & Stohl 113)
The third reason which makes Lena does something different from Caster
tradition is because her family have no free will to chooses they will be Claimed
as Light Caster or Dark Caster. But from things that happened before her sixteenth
birthday all pointed in the direction that Lena would be Claimed as a Dark Caster,
So Lena looks for a way to get her free will to chooses and Claimed as Light
Caster. Lena has known for a long time that her family has no chance of choosing

her own fate, the fate has been determined. Then from that Lena looks for ways

how to get her decision to choose her own life.

3.3 Lena Duchannes’ Existence Against Caster’s tradition

After knowing about the motives that leads Lena Ducannes do something
different from Caster’s tradition. Then in this chapter, the writer wants to describe
about the ways of Lena Ducannes shows her existence and decision against
Caster’s tradition.
3.3.1 Lena’s Freedom

Some families usually force some rules and prohibitions on their children,
and then these values become family traditions. As well as with Lena’s family, in
general the Caster does not interact much with Mortal. But despite being born as a
Caster, Lena also wants to be free and feel like an ordinary human life in general

like going to school and having friends. Therefore, although his uncle doesn’t like
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Lena having interactions with the Mortals, Lena still chose to go to school. Lena
tries to get their existence.

But a choice can’t always go well. Lena goes to school to make friends,
but what Lena gets at school is not a friend instead of a bullying. People at Lena's
school always talk and make fun of Lena and her family.

“Who knows why Atticus is willing to defend Tom Robinson, in the
face of small-mindedness and racism?”

“I bet Lena Ravenwood knows,” Eden said.

“It may as well be. She’s livin’ with that freak,” Charlotte said.
“Let’s talk about Boo Radley. What would let you to believe he is
leaving gifts for the Finch children?”

“He’s just like Old Man Rvenwood. He’s probably tryin’ to lure those
kids into his house so he can kill them,” Emily whispered, loud enough for
Lena to hear, but quite enough to Mrs. English from hearing. “Then he can
put their bodies in his hearse and take them out to the middle a nowhere
and bury them.” (Garcia & Stohl 27)

It turns out that Lena does not only once received unpleasant treatment at
her school; in the previous school she also get the same treatment. Lena may be
mocked at her school, but for now Lena choses to stay and deal with the people in
her school. Lena chooses to stay and deal with them even though every day Lena
becomes a mockery of them, but this time Lena keeps her existence and will not
give up as in the previous schools.

“Are you okay?”

“Look at them. They think I’'m a monster. They formed a club.”

“They just can’t stand outsiders, and you’re the new girl. A window
broke. They need someone to blame. This is just a—"

You don’t have to do this.

Yes I do. I let people like them run me out of my last school. I'm not

going to let it happen again. (Garcia & Stohl 131)

Lena tells Ethan that she wants to be a normal girl at school like joining a

prom night. Ethan tries to prevent Lena because it might be bad for Lena, since
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the kids at school hate Lena. Ethan is afraid that Lena will be humiliated. Macon
also feels heartbroken if Lena has to come at the Jackson High prom night
because she does not want her to get hurt, but Lena decides to keep coming.

“Is it crazy that we’re going tonight?” Lena looked at me expectantly.

“What do you mean?”

“I mean everyone hates me.” She looked down at her hands.

“You mean everyone hates us.”

“Okay, everyone hates us.”

“We don’t have to go.”

“No, I want to go. That’s the thing...” She twisted the corsage around
her wrist a few times “Last year, Ridley and I had planned to go together.
But then...”

I couldn’t hear her answer, not even in my head.

“Things had already gone wrong by then. Ridley turned sixteen. Then
she was gone, and I had to leave school.” (Garcia & Stohl 149)

Then something really happened at the party. The kids at school embarrass
Lena by spilling sticky liquid to Lena and Ethan. Lena never thought that her first
prom night would be like that. Ridley, Lena's cousin is mad in seeing her kind,

Caster, especially she is her cousin humiliating as it ends up making a mess at the
party.

The next day, though after being embarrassed Lena still chooses to go to
school and confront them. Lena knows she'll be blamed for the chaos at the party
last night.

Lena was sitting on the porch when | pulled up. And I didn’t want
Lena to have to walk in alone. I didn’t even want her to go, but there was
no talking her out of it. She looked like she was ready for battle. She was
wearing a black turtleneck sweater, black jeans, and a black vest with a
fur-trimmed hood. She was about to face the firing squad, and she knew it.

The Jackson Disciplinary Committee meeting this afternoon wasn’t
going to be much different than a witch trial, and you didn’t have to be a
Caster to know that. And if you twisted everything everyone claimed they
saw, heard, or remembered far enough, you could squint, slant your head
just right, and try to see the logic: that Lena Duchannes was responsible.

Everything was fine until she came to town. (Garcia & Stohl 154)
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Lena knows that people make her as scapegoats to blame. But Lena
refuses to surrender and considers defeat by hiding in her home. Lena boldly stays
in school and shows that she's fine, she does not want to look weak in front of
people.

Lena’s hands were in her lap, shaking. It killed me to see her this
nervous. “You don’t have to go in there. We can turn around and I can
drive you right back to your house.”

“No. I’'m going in.”

“Why do you want to subject yourself to this? You said it yourself, this
is probably just for show.”

“I’'m not going to let them think I’'m scared to face them. I left my last
school, but I’m not going to run away this time.” She took a deep breath.
(Garcia & Stohl 155)

The Parents feel uncomfortable with Lena's existence at school. They
make petitions and gain support for Lena's kick from school. They hold a
disciplinary committee meeting to get Lena out, they make up stories and make
fake mistakes that Lena did not even do. The parents also attack Lena brutally
with false accusations. They fabricate the story that Lena has a psychiatric illness
and attacked the students in her old school. One of the parents even drags about
the case of Lena's parents.

But I was worried. Mrs. Lincoln wouldn’t be saying this here if she
couldn’t prove it somehow.

“Miss Duchannes is a very disturbed girl. She suffers from a mental
illness. Let me see...” Mrs. Lincoln ran her finger down the page as if she
was looking for something. | waited to hear the diagnosis for the mental
illness Mrs. Lincoln thought Lena suffered from—the state of being
different. “Ah, yes, here it is. It appears Miss Duchannes suffers from
bipolar disorder, which Doctor Asher can tell you is a very serious mental
condition. These people who suffer from this affliction are prone to
violence and unpredictable behavior. These things run in families; her
mother was afflicted as well.” (Garcia & Stohl 157)
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Lena who is attacked insistently at the school committee meeting is finally
rescued by Macon Ravenwood. Macon is upset that his nephew is being charged
with false accusations, Macon replies to them by exposing the parents' mistakes.
They can’t do anything except keep Lena at school.

Everyone in her school think that Lena will not dare come to school after
the incident. But they are wrong, Lena still come to school because it is her choice.
Although her uncle also dislikes if Lena goes to school but Lena has her own
choice of freedom by going to school.

After the Disciplinary Committee meeting, I don’t think anyone
believed Lena would show up at school the next day. But she did, just like

I knew she would. No one else knew she had given up the right to go to

school once. She wasn’t going to let anyone take it away from her again.

To everyone else, school was prison. To Lena, it was freedom. (Garcia &

Stohl 161)

From the above analysis, we can see how Lena shows her existence by
chooses to be able to live as an ordinary girls in general because her family
limiting her freedom and social life. Lena stays behind her though she gets
bullying and treating unkindly with the people in her school. From the beginning,
Macon, Lena's uncle has not liked Lena to go to school and interact with Mortal.
But Lena stays with the decisions she has already taken despite her hard life at

school. As Ethan said, for others it may go to school like a prison. But for Lena

school is a freedom.
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3.3.2 Lena’s Responsibility

Choice is a powerful thing. Every choice determines the way of life.
However, choice doesn’t come without a price, and the price is responsibility.
Since the first time Lena and Ethan were close, their family dislike each other.
Lena never knows why Macon always tries to keep her from Mortal. But from the
beginning, Macon and Amma talk about their responsibilities, the responsibility of
the day Lena Claimed, a responsibility for a decision that Lena never know before.

His perfect composure began to crack. “We don’t have time for this!

What good is a Seer if you can’t see anything? We have less than five

months before she turns sixteen. If she Turns, she will damn us all,

Mortals and Casters alike. We have a responsibility, a responsibility we

took willingly, a long time ago. You to your Mortals, and me to my

Casters.”

“I don’t need you to remindin’ me about my responsibilities. And you
keep your voice down, you hear me? I don’t need any of my clients comin’

out here and seein’ us together.” (Garcia & Stohl 82)

Lena’s family try to cover the burden that Lena has to bear on the day she
Claimed. Then Lena's birthday finally come. Lena is scared about the time she
Claimed, because of her family Lena knows that she has no choice to decide her
own fate when she is Claimed. All the Lena families gather to protect Lena
because Sarafine, Lena's mother of a Dark Caster, is also eyeing Lena. But
Sarafine is more ingenious, Sarafine finally manages to separate Lena from her
family and make Lena dangerous.

Lena then meets face to face for the first time with her mother, and from

Sarafine Lena finally finds out something that has been covered by his family, that

Lena actually can decide her own fate.
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“He’s the one who has been lying to you all this time. He let you
believe your fate was predetermined—that you didn’t have a choice. That
tonight, on your sixteenth birthday, you will be Claimed Light or Dark.”

“You’re right, but you’re different. Tonight, you will not be Claimed.
You will have to Claim yourself.”

Lena’s face was ashen. For a second, I thought she was going to pass
out. “What did you say?” she whispered.

“You have a choice. I’'m sure your uncle didn’t tell you that.”

“That’s impossible.” I could barely hear Lena’s voice in the shrieking

wind. (Garcia & Stohl 202)

At first Lena does not believe what Sarafin says that she actually has the
choice to decide her own fate. Lena does not believe that her family has lied to her.
Then, Sarafine explains that the curse does not apply to the entire family
Duchannes, the curse only applies to the Natural Caster, the Caster with the
greatest strength. Lena is a Natural, but the curse applies to the first Natural of
Duchannes that is Lena's mother, Sarafine. While the second Natural, Lena, is free
to choose its own destiny.

“A choice afforded to you because you are my daughter, the second
Natural born into the Duchannes family. I may be a Cataclyst now, but |
was the first Natural born into our family.”

Sarafine paused, then repeated a verse:

““The First will be Black

But the Second may choose to turn back.””

“I don’t understand.” Lena’s legs gave out from under her and she fell
to her knees in the mud and tall grass, her long black hair dripping around
her. “You’ve always had a choice. Your uncle has always known that.”
(Garcia & Stohl 202)

Lena finally finds out that she has a choice. And Lena is disappointed with
her family why they covering that fact all along and make Lena fear the day she

Claimed. Lena’s emotions churned. After knowing the fact, Lena feel happy,

because she had finally gotten the one thing she had always wanted, the choice to
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decide her own fate. But also angry, because she had lost the one person she had
always trusted.

Macon finally tells Lena the reasons why her family cover up the facts that
Lena can decide her own fate, she has choice. But Lena's choice is full of
responsibility. Lena is the strongest Caster of her family, therefore Lena’s
Claimed has an effect on her family.

“Uncle Macon. Is it true?”

Lena pleaded. Macon looked at Lena, exasperated, and looked away.
“You do have a choice, Lena, a complicated choice. A choice with grave
consequences.”

“Why didn’t you tell me? I’ve spent my whole life terrified I was
going to go Dark.” But Lena wasn’t crying, she was angry.

“You do have a choice, Lena. But there are consequences.
Consequences you could not understand, as a child. You can’t really begin
to understand them now. Yet | have spent every day of my life pondering
them, since before you were born. And as your dear mother knows, the
conditions of this bargain were determined long ago.”

Sarafine tell Lena that the consequence of Lena's claim is that if Lena
chooses to be a Caster of Light the Dark Caster will die, and vice versa. Macon
says the reason his family covering it is so that Lena can choose to be a Light
Caster without a doubt and burden, because Macon is a Lilum who will also die if
Lena chose to be a Light Caster.

“What kind of consequences?”” Lena looked at Sarafine skeptically.

“Lena, you can’t possibly understand the choice you are being
pressured to make. What is at stake.”

The rain turned from a patter of tears to a screaming downpour.

“As if you could trust him. After a thousand lies.” Sarafine glared at
Macon and turned to Lena. “I wish we had more time to talk, Lena. But
you have to make the Choice, and I am Bound to explain the stakes. There
are consequences; your uncle wasn’t lying about that.” She paused. “If you
choose to go Dark, all the Light Casters in our family will die.”

Lena went pale. “Why would I ever agree to do that?”

“Because if you choose to go Light, all the Dark Casters and Lilum in
our family will die.” Sarafine turned and looked at Macon. “And I do
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mean, all. Your uncle, the man who has been like a father to you, will

cease to exist. You will destroy him.”

Macon disappeared and materialized in front of Lena, not even a
second later. “Lena, listen to me. I am willing to make the sacrifice. That’s
why I didn’t tell you. I didn’t want you to feel guilty about letting me go. |
have always known what you would choose. Make the Choice. Let me go.”
(Garcia & Stohl 203-204)

So the reason why her family covers the fact that Lena can decide by
herself is because Lena's choice is full of responsibility. Because Lena is the
strongest Caster in her family, if Lena is Claimed as a Light Caster then her Dark
Caster family and Lillum will die, including Macon. So Macon refuses to tell

Lena that Lena is not burden with her choice.

The choice Lena will take on the day she is claimed not only impacts for
herself but also affects the lives of some of her family. In her existence, Lena has

a great responsibility for the life of her family.

3.3.3 Lena’s Anguish

Taking a decision usually has consequences. Choose a decision can make
confuse especially if a choice is not only have an impact on ourselves but also
impact on the lives of others. Same as Lena, she has a chance to decide her own
fate, but her choice has consequences that affect her family.

Lena confuses, she might not choose to be a Dark Caster and killing her

Light Caster family. But she also does not want to lose Macon, her beloved uncle
who had taken care of her and protect her all this time. He also loves and wants to
be with Ethan, Sarafine has a way for them to be together. But she must be a Dark
Caster, and Lena is unlikely to kill his family of Light Caster.

Sarafine saw her opportunity and took it.
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“But don’t you see, Lena? We have a way. A way you and Ethan can
spend the rest of your lives together, marry, have children. Whatever you
want.”

“She’d never allow that, Lena,” Macon snapped.

“Even if it were possible, Dark Casters despise Mortals. They would
never allow their bloodlines to be diluted with Mortal blood. It’s one of
our greatest divides.”

“True, but in this case, Lena, we would be willing to make an
exception, considering our alternative. And we have found a way to make
it possible.” She shrugged. “It’s better than dying.” (Garcia & Stohl 205)

But Macon is still tries to resuscitate Lena, chose to be a Dark Caster is not
a right choice. Lena will lose her beloved family. Macon convinces Lena to not be
seduced by Sarafine's seduction, Macon is ready to sacrifice if Lena chooses to be
a Light Caster. Macon tries to convince Lena not to give personal preference
because Lena's choice affected her other family life.

Macon looked at Lena, and countered, “Could you kill everyone in your
family just to be with Ethan? Aunt Del? Reece? Ryan? Your own
grandmother?”

Sarafine spread her powerful hands wide, luxuriously, flexing her
powers. “Once you Turn, you won’t even care about those people. And
you’ll have me, your mother, your uncle, and Ethan. Isn’t he the most
important person in your life?” (Garcia & Stohl 205)

Macon also tells Lena that if she chooses to be a Dark Caster Lena can no
longer feel the love because her heart is filled with darkness like her mother.
Lena can kill Ethan with her own hands, as Sarafine did, Lena's mother who killed

Lena's father. Lena is getting confused because of course that's not an easy choice.

Lena’s eyes clouded over. Rain and fog swirled around her. It was so
loud that it almost drowned out the sound of the shells at Honey Hill.

Macon grabbed Lena by both arms. “She’s right. If you agree to this,
you won’t feel remorse, because you won’t be yourself. The person you
are now will be dead. What she’s not telling you is that you won’t
remember your feelings for Ethan. Within a few months, your heart will be
so Dark, he won’t mean anything to you. The Claiming has an incredibly
powerful effect on a Natural. You may even kill him by your own hand—
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you will be capable of that kind of evil. Isn’t that right, Sarafine? Tell
Lena what happened to her father, since you are such a proponent of the
truth.” (Garcia & Stohl 205)

However, what Lena chooses has consequences. Lena’s fear finally comes
true. Lena chants the dark spell of The Book of Moons, and the book asks for a
change. Finally Macon sacrifices himself, Macon was killed.
“Amma, where’s Ethan? What happened?”
But she didn’t answer me. For the first time ever, Amma was
speechless. She was staring at Uncle Macon’s body, dazed.
“Never thought it would end like this, Melchizedek. After all those
years, holdin’ the weight a the world on our shoulders together.”
“Amma, what’s going on?”
She raised her eyes to meet mine, her voice barely a whisper. “You

can’t get somethin’ from the Book, without givin® somethin’ in return.”
(Garcia & Stohl 214)

At first, Lena feels depressed because she does not have the choice to
determine her own life. But when he already has a choice, Lena is also burdened
because her choice has consequences that affect her family. When Lena chooses
to be the Caster of Light, then her uncle, Macon, who is a Lilum of the dark will
die. And if he chooses to be a Dark Caster, Lena can save his uncle and Ethan, but

Lena must sacrifice his family from the Light Caster.

Lena then chooses to spell the dark magic from The Book of Moon, and
Lena's choice asks for reciprocity. Macon, Lena's uncle finally died. And as a
result of that choice Lena had to endure the pain of losing an uncle who has cared
for and protected Lena since childhood. Lena keeps locking herself up after her

uncle's death because of a decision Lena has chosen to sacrifice her loved ones.
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3.3.4 Lena’s Subjectivity

Some people can’t be free with whom they want to be friends or can’t
choose with whom they will marry because of his family. Some families have
certain traditions that can’t be violated from time to time. In the story tell that
Lena falls in love with Ethan who is an ordinary human or Mortal, but both of
their families don’t like their relationship.

Their family always tries to separate them. First, Ridley, Lena's cousin
keeps saying that Lena will be Claimed to be a Dark Caster like her as well as
their relationship has been cursed. Initially Lena and Ethan don’t know the
intention that their relationship was cursed. Until finally Lena and Ethan get a
vision of the past of their great-grandparents, Ethan Carter and Genevieve, which
is a loving Caster and Mortal.

Genevieve uses black magic from the Book of Moons to save Ethan
Carter's life, and that is why Genevieve's offspring can’t choose their own fate.

“Miss Genevieve, you need to understand. Those words are more
than a Cast. They re a bargain. You can’t use The Book a Moons, without
givin’ somethin’ in return.”

“I don’t care about the price. We're talkin’ about Ethan’s life. I've
lost everyone else.”

“That boy don’t have no more life. It’s been shot right out of ’im.
What you tryin’ to do is unnatural. And there can’t be no right in that.”
Genevieve knew Ivy was right. Her mother had warned her and

Evangeline often enough about respecting the Natural Laws. She was
crossing a line none of the Casters in her family would ever have dared.

But they were all gone now. She was the only one left.

And she had to try. (Garcia & Stohl 89)

After Lena knows that The Book of Moons is a book that doomed

Genevieve and the Ducannes family, Lena becomes incline to look for the book.

Lena does not want to just accept the fate, Lena tries to find a way to be able to
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decide her own fate. Lena asks Marian, Ethan's mother's friend to find the book.
Lena hopes that the book has an answer and can cancels her curse so she can
decide her own fate.

“Then you can help us. We have to find out what happened to Ethan
and Genevieve, and what it has to do with Ethan and me, and we have to
find out before my birthday.” Lena looked at her expectantly. “The Caster
Library must have records. Maybe The Book of Moons is there. Do you
think it could have the answers?”

Marian looked away. “Maybe, maybe not. I’'m afraid I can’t help you.
I’'m so sorry.”

“What are you talking about?”” She wasn’t making sense. I’d never
seen Marian refuse help to anyone, especially me.

“It’s not that simple, Ethan. There’s a balance between the Mortal
world and the Caster world, between Light and Dark. The Keeper is part
of that balance, part of the Order of Things. If | defy the laws by which
I’'m Bound, that balance is jeopardized.” She looked back at me, her voice
shaky. “I can’t interfere, even if it kills me. Even if it hurts the people I
love.” (Garcia & Stohl 99)

Although Marian can’t help much because Marian must obey the rules and
keep the balance of Mortal and Caster worlds, Marian can’t break the rules that
have been set despite having to sacrifice his loved ones. Lena and Ethan do not
give up so easily, they will look for it with their own efforts.

“Fine. You can’t help us. Just take me to this Caster Library, and I'll
figure it out myself.”

“You’re not a Caster, Ethan. This isn’t your decision to make.”

Lena stepped next to me, and took my hand. “It’s mine. And I want to

2

go.

Marian nodded. “All right, I’ll take you, the next time it’s open. The
Caster Library doesn’t operate on the same schedule as the Gatlin County
Library. It’s a bit more irregular.”

Of course it was. (Garcia & Stohl 99)
Lena and Ethan look for The Book of Moons in every corner of the library,

but they still could not find it. On the other hand Lena's mother increasingly

aggressive to attack Lena and Lena's birthday is also getting closer.
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Then they know from Macon that they will not find the book in the library,
because The Book of Moons that has cursed Genevieve has been lost for hundreds
of years.

“The Book of Moons. If that’s how the curse was Cast, something in
it should tell us how to break it. Right?”” The room fell silent.

Then she looked up at me.

“The Book of Moons isn’t in the Lunae Libri.”

“How do you know?”

Macon stood to leave, turning to both of us.

His jaw was clenched, his eyes dark and angry. When he finally spoke,
his voice echoed over the chamber, over all of us. “Because that’s the
book for which this archive was named. It is the most powerful book
from here to the Otherworld. It is also the book that cursed our family, for
eternity. And it’s been missing for over a hundred years.” (Garcia & Stohl
129)

After a long search, Lena and Ethan finally find where The Book of
Moons is saved, which is at Genevieve feeding buried with Genevieve's body. For
the first, they hesitate to take the book, but Lena still chooses to continue looking
for the book, although she had to dig the grave of her dead grandmother. With the
help of Aunt Del, Lena and Ethan find the location of the book. When they dig
Genevieve's grave, the apparition of Genevieve's ghost appears and gives a sign.

I was scared. Not standing on the steps of Ravenwood scared, or
having Ridley freeze the life out of me scared. It was a paralyzing fear.
The kind you feel when you realize the powerful ghost of a cursed Dark
Caster is staring down at you, in the middle of the night, watching you
dig up her grave to steal a book from on top of her coffin. What was |
thinking? What were we doing coming out here, digging up a grave under
a full moon?

You were trying to right a wrong. There was a voice in my head, but it
wasn’t Lena’s.

Take it.

“She wants us to take the Book,” Lena said. I guessed I wasn’t losing
my mind.

“How do we know we can trust her?” She was a Dark Caster after all.
With the same golden eyes as Ridley.

Lena looked back at me, with a glint of excitement. “We don’t.”
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There was only one thing to do.
Dig. (Garcia & Stohl 139)

When they get the book, Lena spells out a forgetful spell for Aunt Del and
Reece's so they will not complain to Uncle Macon. Ethan is also still afraid of
carrying The Book of Moons, because the book is a book that has cursed
Genevieve and her family. As well as digging the grave of the dead Ethan fell
they had crossed the line.

I Shifted the Book out of their minds. | guess you could say | erased it.

They won’t remember it, because in their reality, it never happened. |

knew we needed the Book. | knew why Lena did it. But somehow it felt

like a line had been crossed, and now I didn’t know where we stood, or if
she could ever cross back over to where | was. Where she used to be.

(Garcia & Stohl 140)

After struggling to get The Book of Moons their struggle does not stop just
like that. It turns out The Book of Moons contains thousands of spells and is
written in various languages. Lena and Ethan take turns reading and searching for
a spell of how to avoid being Claimed as the Dark Cater. They continue to search
and find various kinds of spells. Until Lena's birthday come they still can’t find
the spell in The Book of Moons.

Lena's sixteenth birthday finally come, Sarafine, Lena's mother come to
meet Lena and make a mess. Sarafine also tells why their families are both
opposed to Lena and Ethan's relationships, like Ethan Carter and Genevieve in the
past. The reason is because Mortals and Casters are not meant to be together.

“You don’t know. Do you?” Sarafine turned to Macon and laughed.
“You didn’t tell her. Well, that’s not playing fair.”

“Know what?” Lena snapped.

“That you and Ethan can never be together, not physically. Casters and

Lilum cannot be with Mortals.” She smiled, relishing the moment. “At
least not without killing them.” (Garcia & Stohl 204)
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After Sarafine confronts Lena, something unexpected happened, Macon is
attacking by Hunting, his brother on Sarafine's side. And Sarafine tries to Kill
Ethan by stabbing him. Lena finally chooses to spell a dark spell from The Book
of Moons to help Ethan, but Amma comes to warn Lena.

“Don’t do this, Lena Duchannes. Don’t you mess with that Book a
Moons and start this darkness all over again.”

“You know it’s not natural. And you know there’s bound to be
consequences.” “I know.”

“And you know there’s no guarantee it’ll work. It didn’t turn out so
well the last time. But I can tell you this: I’ve got my great-great-aunt Ivy
downtown with the Greats, and they’ll help us if they can.”

“I know there’s nothin’ I can say that’ll keep you from doin’ it. (Garcia
& Stohl 212)

Lena knows if chanting a dark spell to revive someone is crossed of the
laws of nature, there are huge consequences like what Genevieve has done in the
past. Amma who initially forbades Lena then help Lena, and she hopes it will
work.

I closed mine. | touched the pages with my hands, and began to
chant—at first slowly, then louder and louder.

“CRUOR PECTORIS MEI, TUTELA TUA EST. VITAVITAE
MEAE, CORRIPIENS TUAM, CORRIPIENS MEAM.”

BLOOD OF MY HEART, PROTECTION IS THINE. LIFE OF MY
LIFE, TAKING YOURS, TAKING MINE. BODY OF MY BODY,
MARROW AND MIND, SOUL OF MY SOUL, TO OUR SPIRIT BIND.
BLOOD OF MY HEART, MY TIDES, MY MOON. BLOOD OF MY
HEART. MY SALVATION, MY DOOM. Lightning struck me, the Book,
the crypt, and Amma. (Garcia & Stohl 213)

From the explanation above we can see how Lena shows her existence by
fight for her relationship even for some people especially Lena’s Family, Lena’s
decision to make relationship with Mortal is a wrong way. Lena's family always

tries to separate Lena and Ethan because in her family, Caster could not have a
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relationship with Mortal, because it crossed the natural law. Since the first time
Lena and Ethan are close. Their relationship has been in rejected by both their
families. Lena even gets a vision of her great-grandmother past Genevieve who
ends tragically for loving Mortal. Genevieve even turns into a Dark Caster to save

her Mortal lover, but Lena still chose to keep her relationship.

3.3.5 Lena’s Engagement

In general the family has an important role in shaping the life of a child.
Many children do not have the will to choose their own way of life. As with the
Lena family, Lena's family is Caster. Every Caster at the age of sixteen will be
Claimed. They have two choices that will be Claimed to be a Light Caster or a
Dark Caster. Just as any ordinary people can choose to be a good person or a bad
person, but for the Caster goes on for the rest of their life. Once Claimed they
can’t change their fate, the nature of Light or Dark will attach itself to them
forever.

But a special case happened to the Lena family. They have no free will
and can’t choose themselves to be Caster Light or Dark Caster, their fate has been
determined on the night of the sixteenth birthday.

“All that destiny garbage. Nobody can decide what happens to you.

Nobody but you.”

“Not if you’re a Duchannes, Ethan. Other Casters, they can choose, but
not us, not my family. When we’re Claimed at sixteen, we become Light

or Dark. There is no free will.” (Garcia & Stohl 77)

That's what the Lena family told to her. Because Lena thinks she has no

choice then she is afraid that if she is going to be Claimed as a Dark Caster. Lena
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always wants be Light Caster because she won’t be bad person. So Lena figures
out how to make her Claimed to be a Light Caster.

One day they came to Ethan's house, and there they get a clue by accident.
The clue is from Lila, Ethan's mother that was dead. It is seem impossible, but
Lila is like giving Lena and Ethan help from another world. Ethan's mother codes
for Lena to Claim herself. But Lena still does not understand because Lena does
not know how to Claim herself.

“There are 26 letters in the alphabet, right?”

“Yeah.”

“If Ais 1 and B is 2—Iet me write it out.”

“Careful. Sometimes I used to do it backward, where Z was 1.”

“25, 15,21, 18, 19, 5, 12, 6.” 1 looked at Lena, and held out the paper.
| was already a step ahead. “I think—it’s meant for you.”

It was as clear as if my mom was standing in the study, telling us in
her own words, with her own voice.

CLAIMYOURSELF

It was a message for Lena.

My mom was there, in some form, in some sense, in some universe.
My mom was still my mom, even if she only lived in books and door locks
and the smell of fried tomatoes and old paper.

She lived. (Garcia & Stohl 169)

Even when Lena and Ethan studied The Book of Moons, Ethan finds an
explanation about the day of Claimed. As written in The Book of Moons Lena
explains to Ethan that every Caster could choose to be a Dark Caster or a Light
Caster. And the nature will be permanently attached to the Caster who has
Claimed.

“... UNTIL THE DARKENING BRINGES THE TYME OF

CLAYMING, AT THE SIXTEENTHE MOONE, WHEN THE PERSON

OF POWERE HAS THE FREEDOME OF WILLE & AGENCIE TO

CASTE THE ETERNAL CHOICE, IN THE END OF DAYE, OR THE

LASTE MOMENT OF THE LAST OURE, UNDER THE CLAYMING
MOONE...”
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“THE CLAYMING, ONCE BOUND, CANNOT BE UNBOUND.
THE CHOICE, ONCE CAST, CANNOT BE RECAST. A PERSON OF
POWERE FALLES INTO THE GREAT DARKENING OR THE GREAT
LIGHT, FOR ALL TYME. IF TYME PASSES & THE LASTE OURE

OF THE SIXTEENTHE MOONE FLEES UNBOUND, THE ORDER OF
THINGS IS UNDONE. THIS MUST NOT BE. THE BOOKE WILLE
BINDE THAT WHICHE IS UNBOUND, FOR ALL TYME.” (Garcia &
Stohl 143)

In the book it is clearly written that every Caster has a choice at night

Claimed, but not with the Lena family. They are constantly searching and almost

desperate because they do not find any spells or parts they want.

Finally the time for Lena’s Claim come. The Claiming usually occurs

under the moonlight, but unexpectedly something happen. Lena confuses because

there is nothing happen to her, she does not know whether she has been Claimed

or not. Then Amma says that Lena blocks the moon as she Claimed, it something

that never happened before.

“Where’s the moon?”

“Well if you don’t know, child, I sure don’t. One minute I was lookin’
up at your Sixteenth Moon. And you were standin’ under it, starin’ up at
the stars like only God in Heaven could help you, palms raised like you
was holdin’ up the sky. Then, nothin’. Just this.”

“What about the Claiming?”

She paused, considering. “Well, I don’t know what happens when
there’s no Moon on your birthday on the Sixteenth Year, at midnight. It’s
never happened before, far as I know. Seems to me there can’t be a
Claimin’, if there’s no Sixteenth Moon.”

I should have felt relief, joy, confusion. But all | could feel was pain.

“Is it over, then?”

“Don’t know.” (Garcia & Stohl 211)

When Lena is sad by the death of her uncle, Ethan finally realizes

something to Lena. Last night there is not a no Claim, but Lena has Claimed
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herself, became half Dark and half Light, something he has never seen in Lena’s
family or any Caster.

i lay my head down on his chest and cried

because he had lived because he had died

a dry ocean, a desert of emotion

happysad darklight sorrowjoy swept over me, under me

i could hear the sound but i could not understand the words

and then i realized the sound was me, breaking

in one moment i was feeling everything and i was feeling nothing

i was shattered, i was saved, i lost everything, i was given

everything else something in me died,

something in me was born, i only knew

the girl was gone

whoever i was now, i would never be her again this is the way

the world ends not with a bang but a whimper

claim yourself claim yourself claim yourself claim

gratitude fury love despair hope hate

first green is gold but nothing green can stay

don’t

try

nothing

green can

stay

T. S. Eliot. Robert Frost. Bukowski. | recognized some of the poets
from her shelf and her walls. Except for the Frost, Lena got it backward,
which wasn’t like her. Nothing gold can stay, that’s how the poem goes.
Not green.

I squeezed her hand. Don’t let go. Never. Our hands twisted into one.
She turned her head, and when | looked into her eyes, | noticed for the first
time that one was green, and one was hazel—actually, more like gold.

(Garcia & Stohl 216)

Seventeen moons, seventeen years,

Eyes where Dark or Light appears,

Gold for yes and green for no,

Seventeen the last to know. (Garcia & Stohl 217)

From the above analysis, Lena shows her existence by Claiming herself.
At first Lena know that she and her family have no free will and can’t chose over

Claimed as Light or Dark Caster because of the curse of his great-grandmother
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Genevieve. But even so Lena would not give up, Lena tries to find a way so she
could decide her own fate. By looking for a moon book that has cursed Genevieve,
Lena studying and searching for ways or spells that could remove Genevieve's

curse or a way to avoid being Claimed as a Dark Caster.

Until at last Lena know that she has the choice to decide her fate. Sarafine,
Lena's mother offers Lena to become a Dark Caster and gives her a way to live
with her loved ones and not to kill her beloved uncle, Macon. But Lena refuses to
accept it, she still chooses her own choice and won’t be a Dark Caster. Lena
decides to Claim herself to be half Light and half Dark to save her whole family, a

choice that has not been in his family all this time.



