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CHAPTER III 

The focus of the chapter is to answer all the statement of the problem in 

chapter one. this chapter is divided into two parts. First, study analyzes type the 

character of Aksionov and   second the study analyzes the conflict influence Aksionov 

in the God Sees the Truth, but Waits. 

3.1 Characterization of Aksionov   

 Abrams says that character are the person represented in a dramatic or 

narrative work, who are interpreted by the reader as being endowed with particular 

moral, intellectual, and emotional qualities by inferences from what the person say 

and their distinctive ways of saying in the dialogue and from what they do the action. 

(33). 

The short story God Sees the Truth, but Wait is written by Leo Tolstoy has several 

characters which have their own positions and roles in the story. Based on the degree of 

involvement of the characters in various events in the story, it could be determined that 

Aksionov is the main characters in this story. Aksionov is considered the major character 

because he functions to determine where the story goes. From the beginning until the end, 

Askionov dominantly plays an important role and determines the flow and progress of the 

story. 

Beside that Askionov is a protagonist character. Altenbernd and Lewis state that 

protagonist character has similarity with human living; with the problems that are faced is 

like the problems that human face generally. It makes readers to feel really involved in and 
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readers give empathy totally to that character (Nurgiysntoro, 179). So, Aksionov  is the 

protagonist character because the problem and struggle of Aksionov can influence too much 

about reader response. 

“In the town of Vladimir lived a young merchant named Ivan Dmitrich 
Aksionov. He had two shops and a house of his own.  Aksionov was a 
handsome, fair-haired, curly-headed fellow, full of fun, and very fond 
of singing. When quite a young man he had been given to drink, and 
was riotous when he had had too much; but after he married he gave 
up drinking, except now and then” (1). 
 

The quotation above the narrator tells that Aksionov is a seller in Vladimir. 

The narrator also explain some problems of Aksionov when he was young like his 

drink habbit until make noisy sensation. From that explanation the problem that is 

faced by Askionov is a comman problem that occurs in the life of community or 

other.  

Aksionov is also a dynamic character. He has some expressions of her life. A 

dynamic character changes in the course of the work and gives expression of any 

personality, living and identity. Dynamic character exhibits the full range of human 

emotions and reactions to people and events. They have histories and more than one 

possible future. They have hopes and fears (Altenbernd Lewis 183). 

In the begining of the story he tells as rich man which like drunk and make 

chaos. But, that habbit was gone after he got married. In the middle of the story he 

has conflicts and he was taken prisoner twenty six years, without knowing what is his 

matter. While in the end of the story in the prison Aksionov must over his life and 

before he free from the prisoner he was dead.  
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Aksionov is one of characters who is described as a seller. He is handsome with 

yellow wavy hair and funny person. Besides that, He like to sing even though 

Aksionov is famous as a seller but he also has good voice but it is only hobby to 

comfort himself.  

Aksionov was a handsome, fair-haired, curly-headed fellow, full of 
fun, and very fond of singing. When quite a young man he had been 
given to drink, and was riotous when he had had too much; but after he 
married he gave up drinking, except now and then (Tolstoy 1)  

But in other side, when Aksionov was young, he spent his time to drink. 

Aksionov also made disturbance when he drank overly.  

When Aksionov begins to realize that he has bad habit during this time. He 

finally decides to stop it indirectly because sometimes he still drinks it little. 

Aksionov also realizes that he has a family and must be responsibility because he is a 

man having still respect by society although he was young liking to drink.       

One day in summer, Aksionov has a plan to go in Nizhy Fair to make his 

business. When he wants to leave his house, his wife forbids him to go out because 

on night his wife got a bad dream about him. His wife says that his husband must not 

leave. Aksionov only laughs when his wife forbids him and he say his wife that she 

only is afraid if Aksionov will drink again when arriving the place.  

His wife answers “ I don’t know that you do after  you arrive there  and I 

don’t know what I am afraid. But something right that I have bad dream about you. I 



 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

R i s k i  | 30 

 

dream that when you come back home you have gray hair. Because of that his wife 

forbids him to leave.  

Aksionov say his wife that it is a luck without thinking twice. Aksionov is 

optimism when he is back with good which have been sold, He promises his wife to 

take a present.  

When he undergoes a half of journey, he meets another seller. After Aksionov 

talk little, they search a lodging to stay a night. After finding it, they come in a place 

to drink tea together to disappear weary. In the night they go back to the room to take 

a rest which their place is near but Aksionov cannot be sleep because in the condition, 

he decides to continue her journey even though it is still late night. She meets a 

coachman and wake up and asks him to prepare his horse. Then he walk to the owner 

of lodging to pay it and continue his journey.  

In the story the narrator tells that Aksionov is honest person as the quotation 

below. In this quotation the other chracter give assesmnet about his honest 

chracterization.  

At last the Governor turned to Aksionov whom he knew to be a just 
man, and said: "You are a truthful old man; tell me, before God, who 
dug the hole?" (7). 

  Askionov also describes as forgiving man. He forgives Makar which make 
him prisoner. 

When Aksionov heard him sobbing he, too, began to weep. "God will 
forgive you!" said he. "Maybe I am a hundred times worse than you." 
And at these words his heart grew light, and the longing for home left 
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him. He no longer had any desire to leave the prison, but only hoped 
for his last hour to come.” (8). 

  Quotation above explains that Aksionov is kinds person. He was forgive the 
fault that Makar do to him although Makar make him suffer and lost his family for 
twenty six years.  

 

3.2 Conflict  

3.2.1. internal conflict  

Internal conflict is a conflict that happened inside the character itself. This conflict 

happens in character's mind and feeling. According to Meyer (1990:46), conflict may 

also be internal such as case some oral or psychological issue must be resolved with 

the protagonist. Inner conflicts frequently accompany external mess". It relates with 

relationship between one and another characters.Here Askionov faced some internal 

conlicts with the other characters. 

First Askionov faced conflicts with his wife when his wife reminds him about 

her bad dream. 

 
 One summer Aksionov was going to the Nizhny Fair, and as he bade 
good-bye to his family, his wife said to him, "Ivan Dmitrich, do not 
start to-day; I have had a bad dream about you."  
Aksionov laughed, and said, "You are afraid that when I get to the fair 
I shall go on a spree."(1) 

 
In this quotation when Aksionov  go to Nizhny Fair  to sell. His wife forbiden 

him to go because she has bad dream about him las night. But when she tells the 
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dream Aksionov just lough and not believe in her dream. And Aksionov said that it is 

a good sign for him after back from Nizhny Fair.  

In other hand, Conflict inmates incipient sign one day a bunch of new inmates 

dating there, in the evening, the inmates come together and ask each other what the 

case is indicted to get into the jail while Aksionov just sitting near the prisoners 

newly come, and listen to the expression sad to what is told by them. 

One of the new convicts, a tall, strong man of sixty, with a 
closely-cropped grey beard, was telling the others what be had been 
arrested for. 
"Well, friends," he said, "I only took a horse that was tied to a sledge, 
and I was arrested and accused of stealing. I said I had only taken it to 
get home quicker, and 
had then let it go; besides, the driver was a personal friend of mine. So 
I said, 'It's all right.' 'No,' said they, 'you stole it.' But how or where I 
stole it they could not say. I once really did something wrong, and 
ought by rights to have come here long ago, but that time I was not 
found out. Now I have been sent here for nothing at all... Eh, but it's 
lies I'm telling you; I've been to Siberia before, but I did not stay 
long." 
"Where are you from?" asked some one. 
"From Vladimir. My family are of that town. My name is Makar, and 
they also call me Semyonich." 
Aksionov raised his head and said: "Tell me, Semyonich, do you know 
anything of the merchants Aksionov of Vladimir? Are they still alive?" 
"Know them? Of course I do. The Aksionovs are rich, though their 
father is in Siberia: a sinner like ourselves, it seems! As for you, 
Gran'dad, how did you come here?" Aksionov did not like to speak of 
his misfortune. He only sighed, and said, "For my sins I have been in 
prison these twenty-six years.(Tolstoy 4,5) 
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The conflict was beginning of conflict of new inmates started to feel curious 

and when Makar semyonich heard that inmates can only be silent by thinking still 

curious about what happened between them, and then out of that conversation 

Aksionov increasingly convinced that men have killed merchants for the other.  

Makar Semyonich know about murder the account after the evening Aksionov began 

to contemplate what was heard before he felt hurt and began to emerge thoughts 

about the past of them thought that time was his wife who had advised and her 

children who was still small but the other he also remembers where and how it feels 

to be whipped by the executioner and witnessed by another inmate who suffered for 

twenty-six years and all the thought it made her very sad and was thinking of suicide. 

Character Aksionov is the vengeful anger at Semyonich was great as he wants to 

avenge though she realizes later be punished for doing it on a it. After Only go i 

Aksionov looks nervous because he cannot do anything and when the night could not 

sleep and it was made more miserable. 

"Just you keep quiet, old man, and you shall get out too. If you blab, 
they'll flog the life out of me, but I will kill you first." Aksionov 
trembled with anger as he looked at his enemy. He drew his hand 
away, saying, "I have no wish to escape, and you have no need to kill 
me; you killed me long ago! As to telling of you--I may do so or not, 
as God shall direct." 
Next day, when the convicts were led out to work, the convoy soldiers 
noticed that one or other of the prisoners emptied some earth out of his 
boots. The prison was searched and the tunnel found. The Governor 
came and questioned all the prisoners to find out who had dug the 
hole. They all denied any knowledge of it. Those who knew would not 
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betray Makar Semyonich, knowing he would be flogged almost to 
death. At last the Governor turned to Aksionov whom he knew to be a 
just man. and said: 
"You are a truthful old man; tell me, before God, who dug the hole?" 
Makar Semyonich stood as if he were quite unconcerned, looking at 
the Governor and not so much as glancing at Aksionov. Aksionov's 
lips and hands trembled, and for a long time he could not utter a word. 
He thought, "Why should I screen him who ruined my life? Let him 
pay for what I have suffered. But if I tell, they will probably flog the 
life out of him, and maybe I suspect him wrongly. And, after all, what 
good would it be to me?" 
"Well, old man," repeated the Governor, "tell me the truth: who has 
been digging under the wall?" 
Aksionov glanced at Makar Semyonich, and said, "I cannot say, your 
honour. It is not God's will that I should tell! Do what you like with 
me; I am in your hands." However much the Governor! tried, 
Aksionov would say no more, and so the matter had to be left. That 
night, when Aksionov was lying on his bed and just beginning to doze, 
someone came quietly and sat down on his bed. He peered through the 
darkness and recognised Makar. (Tolstoy 7,8) 

 

3.2.2 External Conflict  

 According to Meyer (1990:46), "external conflict may place the protagonist in 

opposition to another individual, nature, or society". Here Askionov faced some 

external conlicts with the other characters. 

…Then the official, calling the soldiers, said, "I am the police-officer 
of this district, and I question you because the merchant with whom 
you spent last night has been found with his throat cut. We must search 
your things." 
They entered the house. The soldiers and the police-officer unstrapped 
Aksionov's luggage and searched it. Suddenly the officer drew a knife 
out of a bag, crying, "Whose knife is this?" 
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Aksionov looked, and seeing a blood-stained knife taken from his bag, 
he was frightened. "How is it there is blood on this knife?" 
Aksionov tried to answer, but could hardly utter a word, and only 
stammered: "I--don't know--not mine." Then the police-officer said: 
"This morning the merchant was found in bed with his throat cut. You 
are the only person who could have done it. The house was locked 
from inside, and no one else was there. Here is this blood-stained knife 
in your bag and your face and manner betray you! Tell me how you 
killed him, and how much money you stole.? (Tolstoy 2) 

This quotation explains Aksionov decided to rest well because they 

already feel exhausted and Aksionov entered into a warm shop .To order a drink, 

and then he pulled out his guitar and then he began to sing to entertain 

themselves and relieve a tired and then shortly afterwards a carriage stopped in 

front of the bar, and came down a detective with two police officers from the 

train and walked Aksionov and begin to ask and interrogate him. He asked about 

who and where it came from. Aksionov answered all the question and then said, 

"like some tea with me?" But did not heed his words detective, he was constantly 

interrogated and asked, 'Where did you stay last night? "Are you alone or with 

someone? Did you meet with a dealer this morning. And why did you leave them 

all at the inn before dawn?  

The police-officer ordered the soldiers to bind Aksionov and to 
put him in the cart. As they tied his feet together and flung him into 
the cart, Aksionov crossed himself and wept. His money and goods 
were taken from him, and he was sent to the nearest town and 
imprisoned there. Enquiries as to his character were made in Vladimir. 
The merchants and other inhabitants of that town said that in former 
days he used to drink and waste his time, but that he was a good man. 
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Then the trial came on: he was charged with murdering a merchant 
from Ryazan, and robbing him of twenty thousand rubles. (Tolstoy 3) 

 

     This quotation tries to describe external Aksionov conflict to the police-

officer. Here, Aksionov try to explain and could have sworn that he was at the murder 

and he also said that he was not with her anymore after tea because they can not stay 

up too late at night and then he left the merchant and then decided to continue 

running even though he realized that time was still late night but when Aksionov 

deliver it all with a hoarse voice, pale face and his whole body shook as if feeling 

guilty fears. The cop then catch Aksionov and tied him and took him into the wagon 

in the train was Aksionov seen curled up and crying. all the money and goods 

confiscated by the police because he will be input into the prison located in the 

nearby town of the police was looking for evidence and investigate to find out who 

Aksionov, and began to move to Vladimir. Info obtained from the public and traders 

there that when young Aksionov drunk and throw away their time, but on the other 

hand Aksionov is a good person. After that day arrives Aksionov court convicted on 

charges merchants did kill somebody and rob the money as much as twenty rubles. 

When news Aksionov was known by his wife, was desperate and confused 

and did not know to whom he should trust with the state of the mindless and their 

children are still very small and still need a father, not long after she took her children 

to visit her husband who was in the jail. After begging beg to the eventual arrest his 

wife and children authorized to view Aksionov when she saw her husband wearing a 
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prisoner, and chained in a room along with the thieves and other criminals he fainted 

while. 

One day a fresh gang of convicts came to the prison. In the evening 
the old prisoners collected round the new ones and asked them what 
towns or villages they came from, and what they were sentenced for. 
Among the rest Aksionov sat down near the newcomers, and listened 
with downcast air to what was said.(Tolstoy 4) 

 

 

Character of newly inmates and the character the family of Aksionov.  here 

this person characterized by traits of body height and body stocky and about sixty 

years old he told me what he had done so to sign in prison, he just took the horses 

were abandoned for reasons that quickly got home and he'll even let go of the horse's 

back, after the horse is owned by a friend who had known but she still accused of 

stealing the horse., though on the other hand she was once committed a crime and he 

should have been from the first he was taken to prison, from where he realized what 

indicted probably is a reply to the ever commit a crime like him. 

Makar Semyonich laughed, and replied: "It must have been 
him in whose bag the knife was found! If some one else hid the knife 
there, 'He's not a thief till he's caught,' as the saying is. How could any 
one put a knife into your bag while it was under your head? It would 
surely have woke you up." When Aksionov heard these words, he felt 
sure this was the man who had killed the merchant. He rose and went 
away. All that night Aksionov lay awake. He felt terribly unhappy, and 
all sorts of images rose in his mind. There was the image of his wife as 
she was when he parted from her to go to the fair. He saw her as if she 
were present; her face and her eyes rose before him; he heard her 
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speak and laugh. Then he saw his children, quite little, as they: were at 
that time: one with a little cloak on, another at his mother's breast. And 
then he remembered himself as he 
used to be--young and merry. He remembered how he sat playing the 
guitar in the porch of the inn where he was arrested, and how free from 
care he had been. He saw, in his mind, the place where he was 
flogged, the executioner, and the people standing around; the chains, 
the convicts, all the twenty-six years of his prison life, and his 
premature old age. The thought of it all made him so wretched that he 
was 
ready to kill himself. "And it's all that villain's doing!" thought 
Aksionov. And his anger was so great against Makar Semyonich that 
he longed for vengeance, even if he himself should perish for it. He 
kept repeating prayers all night, but could get no peace. During the day 
he did not go near Makar Semyonich, nor even look at him. A 
fortnight passed in this way. Aksionov could not sleep at night, and 
was so miserable that he did not know what to do. (Tolstoy  6 ) 

 

Character of plots like threatening because it is found by Aksionov which is 

making secret hole for a way out of prison even in threatening to kill Aksionov not 

afraid even she was silent, who initially hated treason finally he can hold the guards 

prisoners gather inmates and asked the neighbor Aksionov the hole, but he remained 

silent with her trembling lips cover up what has been done by those in the story 

Makar Aksionov protect Makar because he has been steadfast with the decisions that 

have been taken. 

Night when Aksionov daydreaming him and turns Makar,  Makar already regretting 

what he has done for this to him after Aksionov protect all crimes committed then 
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Makar apologizes sincerely and full of regret and eventually both cry and forgive 

each other. Although Aksionov now lost all his family, because the act Makar. 

 

 


