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CHAPTER 2

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

2.1 REVIEW OF LITERATURE

This research data is analyzed using some theories. The writer explains
about the theories that are going to be used to analyze Sauron, the antagonist
character in the novel Lord of the Ring: The Return of the King. In analyzing
this subject, the new criticism theory is used. In new criticism, character and

characterization cannot be separated one another.

The writer uses theory to explain the character and to find out the
answer to the statement of the problem. Also, this research data is given
perspective from Al-Qur’an to representation both stories in the character in
novel Lord of the Ring: The Return of the King. Those theories are explained

as follows:

1.1.1 New Criticism
New Criticism, which is dominated literary studies from the 1940s
through the 1960s, has left a lasting imprint on the way the readers read and
write about literature. Some of its most important concepts concerning the
nature and importance of textual evidence, the use of concrete, specific

examples from the text itself to validate our interpretations have been
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incorporated into the way most literary critics today, regardless of their
theoretical persuasion, support their readings of literature. (Tyson 135)

The study will use new criticism as the supporting theory in the novel
of Lord of The Ring: The Return of the King because according to Tyson new
criticism is the main tool in analysis to reveal the true meaning of a text based
on the text itself (Tyson 136). The statement means, new criticism is not
discuss about external in the novel such as background of author, the reason
makes novel, and situation in the country of novel. But, new criticism focuses
on analysis the internal novel such as content or text in the novel itself.

New critics also rejected any personal interpretation by referring it to
the affective fallacy, which is an understanding or interpretation of a text,
based on personal feeling, understanding or experiences which cannot be
supported by the text. It means the analysis of literary work with uses new
criticism theory must quote the text that supported or connected with the
interpretation.

In new criticism, one may examine “all the evidence provided by the
language of the text itself; its images, symbols, metaphors, rhyme, meter,
point of view, setting, characters, characterization, plot and so forth”.
Certainly, the analysis must find the relationship between supporting text and
these elements of new criticism because the theory needs the evidence in the

text.
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1.1.1.1 Character

In literary work as well as in the work of fiction; drama, short story
and the novel, the character is an important element which will always be
present to build the story in the work because some elements that form the
shape of a literary work one of them is a character. Characters are another
element of fiction vital to the enjoyment of a story (Tomlinson 29). Besides
that, character is also one of important elements in fiction story. Therefore, the
role of character in building a story line is definitely something because it is
not possible in a story without presenting a character that make up the story.
So it makes the story becoming interesting to be read by the reader.

In addition, the author of the story can select some characters that
build the story in his work is through characters that can be played by
humans, animals or other objects. However, usually in a story like a novel
always been dominated by human. In some literary authors do not just take
human beings as characters but other beings as characters.

According to Abrams characters are the persons represented in a
dramatic or narrative work, who are interpreted by the reader as being
endowed with particular moral, intellectual, and emotional qualities by
inferences from what the persons say and their distinctive ways of saying it

the dialogue and from what they do the action (Abrams 34). It means that the
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characters in novel can be stated as a verbal representative of human being
because the characters in novel can do action, speech and qualities like people
in real life and also pass the way of the life of real human with facing many
problems like conflict

Conflict is the universal problems of every human being as long as
they are still alive. It has become process happening in our life involving our
self, other people or group of people which have impact. According to Robert
and Jacobs says that the conflict is the opposition between two characters,
between large group of people, or between protagonist and antagonist. In the
fiction must consist of conflict, especially conflict experienced by antagonist
character. Antagonist character can possibly be stated to be the opposite of
protagonist character.

According to Laurence Perrine, reading for character is more difficult
that reading for plot, for character is more complex, variable, and ambiguous.
Anyone can repeat what a person has done in a story, but considerable skill
may be needed to describe what a person is (Perrine 65). Character itself is
divided into several kinds like protagonist and antagonist

(www.raonestate.edu.com), Characteristics Antagonist and protagonist

character traits can be seen from the description below.
1.1.1.1.1 Protagonist
Protagonist is considered to be the main character or lead figure in a

novel (Perrine 42). It means that protagonist is the most essential character in
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a story because without this character there will not be plot, every plot that
happens in a story is always related to the protagonist. Character protagonist
show hope and moral value, in moral value not only talking about honesty,
politeness, and principles of moral but also including goodness, integrity,
kindness, justice, upstanding, and standards of how should we do an attitude
(Agnes & Laird 413). In this case, actually moral value appears by the long
process through the emergence of any society in running social activity. In the
society, the people interact to one another. That creates norm and value of the
society then from the norm and value, the moral value based on their
agreement will seems by itself.

According to Altenberd and Lewis (59) that protagonist is a character
who is admired by the readers, which always called as a hero because he
always does ideal role and follows the rules and value in the society.
Protagonist character usually hope to see “win”, it’s fine to think the winner
and grows as the story progresses. The hero doesn’t have to be noble, or
courageous, or especially talented. As long as people rooting for him, that’s
what matters.

The central of conflict, weather sympathetic or unsympathetic also
referred to as the protagonist (Perrine 42), it can be recognized that
protagonist is sympathetic but not always, it does not matter whether he or
she is a good or bad person, bad person here has meaning weak character.

2.1.1.1.2 Antagonist
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Antagonist is character that has tension or conflict with the main
character. It can be in the shape of human or thing (Perrine 42). It means that
the antagonist is the character, force or collection of forces that stands directly
opposed the protagonist and gives rise to the conflict of the story. Analyzing
this character is more difficult that protagonist because this character can be a
person, thing, natural, environment, and also hostile.

Antagonist is generally think of the antagonist as being the
immorality but really they are any force that keeps the protagonist from
reaching their goal (Pickering 48).The character immortality can be supposed
as antagonist character. Yet, sometimes there is character who does give the
morality value. In antagonist character there are other two thing conflict and
evil. The example of conflict and evil like arrogant, terrorist, and other bad
attitude in society, social rules, authority and can cause conflict; they are
called as antagonist force. The example morality can be show in the
explanation below.

Antagonist is the person that “bad” or “evil” by any conventional
moral standard and he/she opposes the protagonist in a significant way
(Braiman 23). Characters antagonists without being villainous or evil — they
may simply be injudicious and unlikeable for the audience.

From explanation in above the writer only uses one of them that have
the most connection to the study that is antagonist. The contradiction between

the protagonist and the antagonist is important in developing interaction in the
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course of the story. In doing the action, the protagonist is usually
accompanied by adjuvant or confidant. Protagonist and antagonist mean more
than simply who the good guy is and who the bad guy is. They have an
important function to perform in regards to the unfolding process of problem-
solving within a story. The Protagonist represents the side of the argument
that is for the successful resolution. The Antagonist shows the side dead set
against it.

2.1.1.2 Characterization
The foundation of a good fiction is character creating and nothing else. It
means that a novel will not be built if it has no characters in it; therefore, a
writer usually has many characters in his/her novel and presents the characters
in his/her own way. Shaw states that most of good stories, the events follow
logically from the natures of the persons involved (Shaw 51). Also according
to Peck and Coyle, the people involved in a novel are called characters (105),
while according to Hugh C Holman a character is a brief descriptive sketch of
a person age who typifies some definite quality (81).
In the book Mastering English Literature, Richard Gill explains further about
the difference between character and characterization. “A character refers to a
person in literary work; while characterization refers to the way in which a
character is created” (127). It means that the reader can see the personality of
a person in the novel through his actions and sayings or through other

people’s saying about him.
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In addition, Jack Salzmann says that in fiction, the way the author reveals the
characters as imaginary persons and his creation of these imaginary persons so
that they exist as life like for the readers are called characterization (81). Jack
Salzmann also says that there are two ways that an author uses to present the
characters; dramatic and analytic method. Dramatic method is also called
indirect presentation. It means that the author present a character as he sees
the character from the other character’s opinion, his conversation with other
characters, his past life, and his action.
The second method is the analytic method which is usually called direct
presentation. In the analytic method, the author gives clear image of a person
of a character through personal description. In other words, in this method the
readers can understand a character from the character’s appearance, thought,
manner, attitude, and his past life which can be seen from his thought.
The readers can also know the characters traits of the character from the
author’s direct command toward the characters. So the characterization of the
character is important point to analyze in this study.
2.1.2 Perspective from Al-Qur’an

The writer uses some verses Al Quran to support the other theories,
some verses in the Al Quran represent characters that similar in Perrine
theory’s says that there are two types of characters, they are main or major
character and minor character, and they are characters referring to good or bad

characterization during the course of events in the story (65).
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In this analysis focuses on the bad characters that are antagonists
characters, antagonist characters depicted in the form Satan which is a
representation of crime cause damage on earth, it is in accordance with the
characters Sauron in the novel Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King .
Sauron is evil characters that have characteristics bad nature like Satan for
example arrogant, stubborn, flirting and deceptive who wanted to rule the
earth in any way in the possessed.

According to Sayoti, there are two morals that is morals mahmudah
and morals madzmumah (34)

"Morals mahmudah” is commendable behavior which is a sign of
one's faith. morals mahmudah or finer is born of a laudable traits
anyway "'. Merit referred to are among others: the love of Allah,
always would please, patient, obedient and submissive to Allah, be
thankful for all blessings of Allah (38).

"Morals madzmumah " is reprehensible behavior or misconduct
damaging one's faith and dropping human dignity." Properties
including morals mazmumah are all attributes that are contrary to
morals mahmudah, among others: arrogant, terror, and damned (38).

In this analysis focuses on the bad characters conducted by the
antagonists, antagonist characters portrayed in the form of Satan which
describes in of crime always made mischief on earth, it is consistent with that
in describing the character Sauron in the novel Lord of the Rings: The Return

of the King, Sauron has an evil character which has the characteristic bad
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character like of Satan example arrogant, stubborn, inciting and beguiling who
wanted to rule the earth in any way in the possessed.

In this analysis the writer also take morals madzmumah to help writer
represent in Characters. Those morals also could help the writer find out the
similarity about Sauron’s character in novel Lord of the Ring: The Return of

the King.
2.2 Review of Related Studies

In review literature, the writer find out previous study about novel
Lord of the Ring which has different topic that the writer intends to have
research, the research belong to Pangastuti E, A. Anggit a student of
university of Airlangga entitled Audience research is “Participatory culture
by lord of the ring . This research wants to know how much participatory
culture in novel lord of the ring, in my research focus in character Sauron. In
novel Lord of the Ring, so it’s has different purpose with may research.

The next review was from Marini Mardhani a student of university of
Petra entitle “Motive behind four character decision makings which reveal
their Angelo action in J.R.R Tolkien’s the lord of the ring: The Fellowship of
the Ring”, in the research, researcher focuses on the conflicts between Allah
and Satan . In her research she find out that Saruman actions can be

categorized as evil and Boromir and can be categorized as good.

digilib.uinsby.ac.id digilib.uinsby.ac.id digilib.uinsby.ac.id digilib.uinsby.ac.id digilib.uinsby.ac.id digilib.uinsby.ac.id digilib.uinsby.ac.id



Ma’rifah |21

The next review was from Adriana Rashid from State Islamic
University of Sunan Kalijaga Yogyakarta, the title “Deciphering The Hobbit
in The Movie of Lord of The Ring: The Fellowship Of The Ring” in this
research the writer focuses in the involvement of hobbits, strange, unique, and
weak creatures in a war. This research also aims to identify and explore the
character of hobbit. In this research the writer focuses about the involvement
of hobbits, strange, unique, and weak creatures in a war. This research aims to

identify and explore the character of hobbit.
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